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PREFACE INFORMATION AND
EXPLANATIONS

1. Considerations, Contact, & Copyright

General things to consider when you read this book

The Website for this Book i www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com

You are encouraged to visit the officiegbsite for this workwww.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com

which is a subministry of my main websiteyww.TrueConnection.orgHere you can view this entire

book in its most uto-date form as a webpage (HTML), download it as a PDF, follow the fndny v e 0

l inks throughout this wor k, find the short PDF
It should be noted that the most official andtajmlate version of this book, including the appendices

and all other components on up to the main tegchself should always be considered to be the

versions that are online. Please check online for all corrections and updates. In many ways, especially

initially, these things are printed simply as a convenience and as a help for many who would find it

chdlenging to spend hours online reading them from a computer screen.

We ar e i n ioBRdase H8a Us gviegh Corrections and Feedback

When reading this work, please consider emailing me with feedbasiahs@ TrueConnection.org

This book is stildl in ABeta stage, 0 and especi
this Awork in progress, o especially in preparat
long way, and isleeply appreciated.

Because of the magnitude of this book and the infinite nature of truth, we expect to be updating this
book frequently. If God permits, we expect to be making major revisions and significant updates a year
or more after printing thisdok, and will need to print more correct and helpful copies very soon after
the first fABeta Release. 0 Whatever you can do t
needed and appreciated. If you give us another year of prayer and punsuitofbh , it i s sur e
help that we will not only have many corrections, but also many more exciting and critical additions
that we will be constrained to add to this book, making major updated printings in the near future
nearly unavoidable, as lomg God may let us live and work for His good proclamation.

If You Are Poor, Please Contact Us With Questions

Contact usif you have more questions about divorce and remarriage in general, ardkiproject
specifically. We are especially here to help if you are in troubled and complicated relationship
situations, and want to do what is right and Biblical. Male and female helpers are usually available for
prayer and counseling as neede@ds.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html

If you are poor, humble, and in need of truth, we are here to help.

Technical Copyright Information

Copyright ©Josiahs Scott, All rights reserved*

7112, 7/28, 11/25, & 12/7/2002; 3/10, 11/14/2003 (versionD)A4/23/2004 (AE); 1/25i 9/4/2006
(A-E), 1/29/08 (AD), 3/6/20092010; 2/25/164/23/10 (AO); (other dates); 7/13/1®/21/10; 11/7/10;
11/26/1012/25/10 12/26/10i 2/14/2011; 2/15/2011 11/12/11


http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://www.trueconnection.org/
mailto:Josiahs@TrueConnection.org
http://www.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html

* This notice serves as a record of revisions that this book has undergone, as well as a method to avoid
having anyone ever misuse it with bad motives. This means that this lufokigly copyrighted to

protect it from those with money in mind, and to preserve it for free redistribution, especially in the
unlikely event that someone might think to make money off of it rather than maximizing its

distribution. You are permitted drencouraged to copy and redistribute this work in its entirety, by

means of standard copy machines or electronic documentation as long as you make no money off of it.
If you wish to reproduce this work on larger scale, a@ssluction equipment, pleasentact me at
Josiahs@trueconnection.org You may al so quote this deoxceament,
and Remarriage Repentance RevoluiionBy J o s \wwaviDsorc8AndRiermayriageBook.com

2. How To Use This Book

The important, unique features that you will need to keep in mind when reading this book

Hebrew and Greek Basics
The big picture on how critical Hebreand Greek details affect the contents of this book
Essentially, the Old Testament was first written in Hebrew (with a little Aramaic), and then we also
have it officiallytranslated into Greekvhile TheNew Testamentvas mostly simply written iGreek
(with the exception of at least Matthew and Hebrews) so at various times, we English speakers need
help extractingscriptureout of imperfect representations of the Bible.
| am a student of the original langwsgso as to be as accurate and tBilhjical as possible.
Whenever | correct or clarify a translation, | often do so by inserting corrections and or important facts

within jpracketsiand sometimesrarking-outinaccuracies also translate some passagsgseif
especially when | cannot find a translation that accurately represents what the actuab§seekall

t hidgs,Tram@ whi ch is short for fiJosiahsd Transl at:i
Bibliography.

But beyond these basic translational needs, there are also more advanced details from the original
| anguages that often need to be represented in

Representing More Advanced Details From the Ancient Languages
Methods | use for communicating and abbreviating the more technical needs of Hebrew and Greek in
English

Note: Most of these things aexplained in much more detail in tBéliography(including many of the
symbols | use here).
Within a number of the Bible passages quoted throughout this work, | have added numbers alongside
many of the words to indicate eference to the original languages. Each number that you can find is
based off of the standard convention as established and assighedrbyg n g 6 and Gtech r e w
Dictionaries( J ames Strong, S. T. D. , LL. D. , 1890; See NS
reference to a Hebrew or Greek word so that the English reader can quickly and easily secure a
dictionarydefinition with virtually no knowledge of the original languages, simply by looking up each
number . With this | have conformed to a cont emy
AHO ( a seSdoodBilele sbftyware) next to the numbers to indicate whether | am referring to a
Greek or Hebrew definition.

| also use the common conventions for some advanced abbreviations and terminologytiregpresen
very technical details about Greek grammar AC andALS herein). Please see tBiliographyat
the end for more details to better understand these grammatical tools for Greek that | use in this work.
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As you can se, | have gone to great lengths to hold myself accountable as much as possible to the
reader by including such details that | present throughout this work, so that if you wish, you may look
up and verify the statements that | make here, and see for jaiuttsey are factual.

MT vs. LXX T Old Testament Source Texts
Whenever quoting from the Old Testament, | consistently try as much as possible to quote from
whatever ancient versiorf each Old Testament book it is that is used and preferred by Jesus and the
Apostles. Please donot I et this alarm you too 1
in this book will be somewhat different from most printed Bibles availallaytassince most of what
we use today is almost always based off of the current version of the Hebrew text of the Old
Testament, which i s c¢ aMTheseth). Sihce thisividraian ofrthe Hebrew T e x t ¢
was somewhat given to us and standardized through the Jews in the midst of their rejection of
Christianity (and the Christians use of the ancient Je@isbk Old Testamejtlet it seem reasonable to
the readers that | would prefer to differ from the majority and defer to the wisdom of Jesus and His
Apostles when needing to determine which ancieniameisf the Old Testament is most correct and
appropriate to use in each quotation.

If in many places the New Testament demonstrates that we should quote fileraeth©ld
Testamen{LXX) and not theurrent HebrewMT) because of the differences, then so be it, because this
is one of the places thatwe couldactuallpd accurately say in truth, fF
and Paul [and Jesus Himself] then it is good et

To most effectively understand many of the abbreviations that | use and some of the advanced
references that are made in this bools helpful to know some basic things like the fact that when
tal king about the vari owso vceornsmoonnlsy osft atnhdes ,0d odr
(the current HebrpewWoOstdamestfament he aGdedk Sept U
Testamenhthat the New Testament and early Church frequently used). To learn more about these things
and many more important details, see the topics iBithiegraphyentit e dXX0 A amTd oOf

Genesis 2 Example i What Do All Of These Details Have To Do With

Marriage?

You might wonder why we have to go over all of these details about source texts and advanced facts
about languages when this is supposed to be a book about mativages, and remarriage? Well, it

turns out that the need for source text details can even be seen when looking at some basic,
foundational statements Jesus makes about the nature of marriage when we consider an important Old
Testament quote from two diflent source texts and compare it with the Words of Jesus and Paul when
they quote from this passage. Which one of the source MXter(LXX ) makes the most sense to use

as our base text:


http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
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Genesis 2 inthe MT, LXX, and GNT

OT 8 MT
What we Gen_2:24¢ andg¢ they

usually use
OT 8 LXX Thejy] two

shall beone | KJ2000
f | e s h| Translation

shall be&eme
onef | es| CAB

What theNT Gen_2:24¢ and ¢ [GGBE??-G [Greek:Ug Translation
usually uses - G4 o U0Be
theytwo shfalllbe onﬁ ST
s . —_ es
NT Mat_19:5é and® [(;G:je.?l](é [Greek:Ug T
£ 0 ) o U0Be
shall beone

Eph5:31é and é theytw_ko f1 esh| KJ2000
[GGBe?] '8 [Greekilj?d Translation
— G1 o U0Be
Note: OT = Old TestamentNT = New TestamentIT = Majority Text (the Hebrew Old Testament we usually use toda§)X; = The Greek Old
Testanent that the New Testament usually uses

Notes Concerning Genesis 2 and the New Testament
1 Did you notice that th&reekof Gen2:24(i.e. theLXX) is exactly the same as the Greek of
Mat 19:5andEph5:31?
91 Did you notice that the Old Testamésx¥X agr ees more with Jesus and
Hebrew Old TestamenMT) that we usually use?
1 Did you notice that KJ2000 cannot even repre§&ai2:24 (from Hebrew) the same as it does
Mat 19:5andEph5:31(from Greek), and you have to look somewhere else (i.&. Xk to find
the specific reference to fAthe twoo which Jes
1 Have you evenoticed that ifMat 19:5Jesus uses theXX (Greek) to teach about marriage, and He even
reemphasizes thdifferences of theXX yet again in the following verse by repeating ltbeX word,
it woo:

Mat19:6 WEB So that they are nomoteo, but one fl eshé

With Jesus even repeating and emphasizing the differémateare not in our Bibles, it is clear that
Jesus and Paul not only read kX version ofGen2:24, but they also clearly based their very
teaching about the nature of marriage on this Greek Old Testament text, and not the current version of
the Hebrew that is behind our versions. As for this book, in seeking to compile the most authoritative
resource pasble on marriage, it only makes sense to use the same types of texts that Jesus and the
Apostles trusted and passed down to us in their teachings, and viewed to be authoritative enough to
base their teachings on, especially because some of these eléraetitsy declare to us are not in our
Bibles today.

All of this is only a very small example of all that has gone into the background of compiling this
book. Many more examples can be seen as you read, and are frequently markedthnwords like,

firechnical Source text Note O

Important Appendix Resources i Where | Document a Lot of My Extra

Research

The Appendix Resources are the extra resources at the end of this book that have important helps and
documentation for those who are willing and abledofurther reading

| highly recommend readers to frequently refer to the extra resources at the end of this book, especially
whenever there is information or terminology that a reader is not familiar with. It is almost impossible

to tackle many of the changing things in this book without going into the complicated details that lie
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behind many issues, and we usually end up unearthing many forgotten facts of advanced research.
While | have labored many countless hours to present these things in thsteleareossible without
sacrificing truth, there is a very likely chance that you will need to glance at these resources to fully
understand some of the complicated things that are referred to and addressed throughout this defense of
one flesh marriage.

Thi s fiAppendi x0 area of the book is also someti
documentation for my research when it becomes too long, complicated and detailed to insert in the
middle of this work.

Out of all the tools and resources that Idnadded to the end of this book in the appendix section,
theBibliography and Glossarg probably one of the most critical features which | have poured much
labor irto, and I anticipate it will be worth your while to avail yourself of all of the information and
definitions in this resource. Many of the unusual words and terms that you can find in this book are
defined back in th8ibliography and Glossanyf you find a word or some complicated terminology that
you need to understand that is not in this appendix resource, thengpledsge so that | can have the
option of adding it to future additions of this book.

The abbreviations that | use for the remof the books of the Bible, and the documentation for all of
the Bible versions that | reference and many of the other Biblical tools that | use are all given in the
Bibliography and Glossary

For theprinted versiorof this book, please see the table of contents at the beginning of this book for an
overviewof these extra resources at the end.

A Heart for True Salvation
For all clarity and confirmation: The notable need for the details of source texts and ancient languages
is definitelynot our greatest need If we would simply be faithful with what we akdy have, it
would be enough to call us to desperate brokenness and repentance. By far our greatest initial need is
not for more novel information, but for some actual obedience to that which is more or less already
been made accessible to us all when lgarty read in the Words of Jesus the demand for repentance
from living in sin, and His call to forsake all to follow Hirbuk 14:2535). It is time we saw some
church people actually repent with sackcloth and ashes and great morning for sin, so thaale ma
have some faint hope of salvation from a merciful God who comes with real salvation in His wings!

| write this book with an excited but burdened heart, because | care for the True salvation of all
people, including so many church people who sayttiegt belong to Jesus, most of whom do not. If
you are rich, and filled with the affirmation of your own life and have consolation from your own
wealth of experiences and understandings but are willing to endure with this book despite your
competence in tlge matters, then | would ask you to either repent quidkét 8:6-12) or stop reading
this book:

Mat 3:7 CAB But seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadduwmeemg to his baptism, he said to them,
AiBrood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from t

In the same way, | am not here to entertain rich people but | have only written this book for poor and
humble people who are serious about obeyingslaad being hungry for truth, because only poor
people can be saved (éat 5:3-13; Luk 6:20-26). | have not written in this book anything that

pertains to benefiting people who are already filled and confident (@%an:8-13), and unwilling to
repentto conform to the Bible (lik€@Cao7:6-11 displays). And ultimately, what is your heart or soul
really worth anyway, unless at some point we lay hold of a basic and desperate commitment to obey
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the Bible, no matter whatothing in this book or even ingBible itself will truly benefit any of us
until we cry with a desperate plea:

Rom3:4 Jos.Trans.» ...let God be trudut every man a liaas it is writtent¢hat you may be justified
in your wordsand overcome in your being judged

[ * fAwor t hlJa2206spde; o Uieeompt y/ vai n/ Je@5 Ramh:21Galé:3)Zechk17(j.e, HA57/ G3152); (Also compare:
Ps&04:811; 1C03:20 Jasl:26)|

[ *Jos.fran@ st ands f or A Jwhgh iadrety and litexatlyfronatheiGreekdas seen irBindiography)]
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CHAPTER 1 o DEMANDING A
REVOLUTIONARY RETURN TO THE
GARDEN

1. An I nitiat ninmgdu@ian) | ¢ ( A

Thereisd or saken trutheé will you dare to believe i

Greetings to all who read and hear this message, anfan@mygoodness and truth be given to you to
obey the Scriptures veim reading this book.

My name is Josiahs Scott, and | hope as you read throughout this book that | have written for you,
that you will be willing to consider what the Bible says about divorce and remarriage no matter how
hard it is to accept, knowing thiaiis worth whatever the cost to come into agreement and obedience to
Jesus. If we are in a lifestyle that the Bible condemns, turning away from it is the only way we will
escape from the wrath of God that dveHintemoughiog up ¢
obey Him.

God obviously has a lot of Love for mankind, and desires all of us to inherit Heaven with Him, but
unfortunately most never answer the call to obedient faith in Him because they consider the price to
high. Tragically in this daand age, this compromise holds true both outside and inside what we call
the modern church. Going to church, or even being a leader in a church, in this day is no indicator as to
whether or not a person has prepared their heart for Judgment by keegingd 6 c ommand s .

What i f your pastor doesndt believe it? What i f
believe the Bible no matter what the cost?

From numerous years of praying and experience in both standing up for, as well as teatthéng on

issue, | have found that it is not made unpopular because of its interpretive complexities. But instead |
have found that this teaching is almost always unwelcome by most people because their actual amount
of dedication to Truth does not match thr@iged and profession of faith. So many think and say that

they are willing to die for their faith, but when it comes to sitting down and believing simple Bible
verses, they suddenly back off. AWhat gives?0

Would you believe the Bible if it cost you ybig? What if it cost you your reputation, your job, and
your most cherished relationships in life? Would you still be ready to forsake all to follow Him?

The following Bible verses just might be the most controversial Bible verses in the whole world,
because not even most of the visible (modern) church believes them anymore. | know this may be
har d, and it may hurt deeply for many who read
your good, with a Love for God that is prioritized far abgwour comfort, and with full assurance that

His truth is the only thing that is in our best interest and will make us free.

Here are only some of the main Bible verses about divorce and remarriage...

Adultery Condemned
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Exo_20:14Deu_5:18Lev_20:1Q Deu_22:2224; Pro_2:1619; 6:23-33; Jer_5:79; 29:21-23,

Eze 23:4347, Mal_3:56; Mat_5:2732; 19:9 16, 18 Mar_10:17 19 Luk _18:18 20, 1Co_6:910;
Gal_5:1621; Heb_13:4Rev_2:2223¢ et c . :Mdt 45019 Mee &:21 Rom_13:910; Jas_2:141
12, 2Pe_2:1417-22

Divorce and Remarriage is Adultery
Mat_5:2732;19:310; Mar_10:212; Luk_16:1618, Rom_7:23; 1Co_7:1011, 39

Rom7:3cas So thenwhile the husband is livinghe will be called andulteres# she becomes
marriedt o a di fferent husbandé

1C06:9-10J0s.1rans. Do not be deceivedheither male prostitutese. omicators€ N @dultereré  wi | |
inherit the kingdom of God.
(and similarly inEph5:3-12)

[*i.e. male fornicators (as in the preceding cont&&o5:1), and by extension, including men who are involved with the female prostitutes/ fornicators in
the following context1C06:13 15-20]

There are obviously countless details to all of this, but if you make the simple step of actually believing

these verses, youobve already come 90 percent of
reading!

There is an indescribable and infiniteéddom and victory in simply believing the Bible. If your

heart is first right, full of faith and eager ne
expositionso will be a cinch (relativeduy speaki

revolutionize your willingness to go all the way with what He says. | am delighted and I rejoice that
you are reading this message, and | pray to God that it is some indication that you are willing to
consider disregarding the seemingly high pragg tind embrace the revolutionary call to believe what
the Bible says about divorce and remarriage.

2. The Ancient Marriage Teaching

A. The Original History of Degradation
At the beginning God the Father presented His very first daughter to His firanhson Adam. In
doing this God established a grounds for the couple to come together, idhdly served as a pattern
and exampleof what was required for two people in future generations to come togatlenvhat
was required from them unto each attEefore God after they had come together. God prepared man
and woman to belong to each otherd worked in them His special work for this to happesating
proclaimingand defining thi® work as fiOne FIl esh

As time passed and people multipfigBod at the very same time instituted along the way that
peoples and society should hold each other accountable to their commitasethtsy partnered
through life together. In this wag fundamental social accountability was established for the sanity
and good ordémf the humans for their interacting with each other and living together in communities
and homes.

The highest order of this social accountability was a recognition and gwate€what God had
formed in the garden when He at the first made Adam and Eve and brought them together in lawful
unity. This recognition and protectdoamndfwadnesd
recogniéed in ancient times with amage supper and celebratfowhich we have come to call a
wedding.
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The corporate verification of joining a man and woman together held a solid basis and foundation for
humans to work and relate to each other as societies and panpleisey could nadfford for this to
be damaged, morally or socially. Atfirstt hey cel ebrated this One Fles
or @ we d Havimgghs tradition of the original model before théaving been kept from what
was then recent tim&sand theywere presently experiencing the good otdiérat resulted from
honoring this modef for making and recognizing the great blessing of the covenant that God had
given them.

But as sirbound people tend to continually hurt and wrong each dtesr faithlessness starts first
against God. And as wicked people loved themselves and their sin more tHarsGatso they came
to recognize and v a lowrandabovelwhat God ladactuaiynestablishied g e s «
so that the TmOnhelirlesh begaG tododnmonky berskpplamegaacedignored and
even violated by the ceremony of man before the eyes of society. Men began so quickly to recognize
their own works above those Divine and enduring works of God Hinssedfs to think thahey did
not need the Divine approval and validation whenever they felt to terminate their current relationships
and perform other marriages to new partners contrary to the original model of Adam and Eve.

While at first marriages were meant as social resgion$’ of recognizing the work of Gothese
marriages came to replace and even ignore His very work in the name of these social expressions. Men
loved their own preferencEsbecame more impressed with their own recognition of thays
enjoyed the own marriage feasts and social ideas more than the Originator that caused them to have
opportunity to experience such blessings in the first place.

The idolatrous and the adulterous way go himrkand continually throughout histéfyBecause
whenever men wanted to divorce their wives and marry others as they pteaised because of
independence in marriage ceremonassthey forsook God they also felt free to defy the covenant that
God had born witness to in the gargehich at the first would form One Flesthe only type of
Amarriageo t hat,d&andedardwyeriously leoceavigness to e the beginning.

By the time of Moses and the Law He institytdidorce and remarriage was a de facto social
nornt?, so tha its vices had to be restricted and regul&tadsuffering such evil from the people.
Truly, man cared not a thing for what God had spoken originaliyygloried in their own various and
mul tiplied r ecombf whereveoandsto whéneritheyapteasedmtgensidering
that God stood faithfully by His Word in the garcdlanpersuaded by the masses of peoples branching
off on their own ideggagan beliefsand wicked practice®eople married and remarried as they found
ot hers and fAswapped partners, 06 and cared not tt
covenantadultery?”

B. Jesus Restored the Reverence of One Flesh to His Church
This confusion of marriage driorgetfulness of the garden continued even into the regulation of its
insanity under Mosé$§ but the corporate assemblies of peoples with darkened understandings and
hardened hearts as a wholedid not get much of a shot at hoping for anything bettaich would be
according t o? Gmild ésolutrary manetappad on the scene named Jesus. Both
Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and solemnly admdriigteedssembfy/ of followers to
take close heed to the doctrihand to itsfaithful and pure transmissidminto future generationshat
none of the things which Jesus had Divinely restosedild ever be lost.

In Jesusrenewed mankind had now just found his way back to the glory of the Gardehad
found God thergstill faithfully standing by the enduring standard of His Word on man and wauoan
that it was as it was from the beginnimgth God faithfully testifying about His own work of One
Flesh and a remnant society of people celebrating this work with ladfdthonoring marriages.

Now a special and radically different people calledduto r Go d 6 s o\sod pefores e s s i o
Him in the World trembling in reverent and holy fedhat no more of their marriages should ever be
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acceptable if they did not line wyith the standard of the One Flesh Covenant which God now
demanded that they keepas it was from the beginning in the garden.

C.

Scriptur al TReHistcory®©OhDegradatiorddr adedtoration of

One Flesh Reverenced
With much thanks tpersecuted writer S for their scribal collaboration in compiling this section

1
2.

3.
4.
5

10.

11
12.
13.
14.

a pattern and example Gen_2:18Mat_19:4 Mar_10:68

what was required from them unto each oher:Mal_2:1416; Pro_5:18 Gen_2:1822-23,

1Co_11:89; 1Ti_2:1214 (compare this general verse witRe 3:}); Hos_3:35

One Flesh Gen_2:24Mat_19:56; Mar_10:%8; 1Co_6:1617; Eph_5:2831

people multiplied: Gen_1:38; 5:4; 6:1

accountabl e t oZh 8562888 Exomé hltes 29:1015 31:28 Jos_24:24L7,

Neh_10:29etc.);2Ch_15:1213; They also applied this corporate accountability to marriage:

Deu_22:1521; Rth_4:911

social accountability. see point bsanity and good order

6Sanity and good orderé are the intended effe
Before the floodmankind had a really strong reference point and accountability to the original

model of marniage with Adam and Eve still being around. At least for a tireeknow that

marriage was upheldecognizedand honored and that d&ésanity an

God did not send the flood until marriages started being tampered with and pesmeeh

began to multiplyand as wickedness increasadd as marriage was unlawfully touchtdngs

fell to pieces and were ultimately destroyed by the furious judgment of&Gad 6:17, 11-13;

Luk 17:27 also compar®eu_30:19.

marriage: Consi der a few examples how 060ne FIl esh

Gen_24:672Ch_18:1(LXX); Also see point 8

socially recognized Mat 24:38

a marriage supper and celebratior] riiarriages were meant as social expressions

Gen_29:2122; Jdg_14:1Est 2:18Mat_22:24; Son_3:1]1lIsa_61:1@; 62:5 Psa_45:815

Rev 19:79;NoteeJ esusd6 first miracl e Joha&®42). &ad makesmadigr i a g

deal about recognizing one flesh unions.

wedding: an English term not really used in the Bjllestead the Biblical terms come from the

concept of & Of Marerei gppe nEResasr and 8) rather th

Aweddi ng. O

they could not afford for this to be damagedEven pagans knew the importance of recognizing

and protecting the union between a male and ferfzada: 20:210; 26:10117 Ealy in history we

see the existence of some surprisingly solid marriage concepts that were generally common to

mankind as a whole. If this was common knowledge even to paghasdoes that say about

many today who cal |l t he nmesenonyefthe pe@ianency of th@aomes 0 &

flesh union? Here is a call to repent of walking in ignorance wiftagely debased mindcaving

our understanding darkenddph_4:1718) beyond that of the heather

now that Jesus has come, are not only charged to surpass the obvious immorality of paganism,

but we are also told that unless our righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes and the Pharisees

then we will by no means enter the kingdom of heatvat (5:20.

See point 9

See pint 6

See point 6

See point 1
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15.

16.

17.

18.

109.

20.

21

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31

people loved themselves and their sin more than Goder_2:5Gen_6:5Jdg_2:19Jer_7:24
16:12 Psa_81:1112 Eze 20:2425; Isa_30:19-12;, Mat_15:3 Mar_7:9 13; Joh_3:197:7,; 8:44

12:43
their

Rom_7:13; 1Co_7:39Heb_13:4Jesus insisted that we return to this standard.

marriages were meant as social expressiansee point 8

men loved their own preferencessee points 15 and 16

the idolatrous and the adulterous way go handn-hand continually throughout history:

own OfukdT:27 Gengbe2Mal 2:11 Jdg 3:67; 1Ki_11:8 Neh_13:2329;
Jdg_15:12; Mar_10:1112, 6:17-18; Luk_16:1518
See points 12, and 3 and compare witMat_19:49; 5:31-32;, Mar_10:212; Luk_16:1618;

1Co_10:68; Exo_32:48, 17-25, Num_25:13; Jer_3:9Eze 16:1520, 30-32, 35-38; 23:27, 30,
37,4548, Ezr_10:2 Mal_2:11-15; Rev_2:1420-22; and alsaccompare the many passages like
Lev 20:1023 (andLev_18:130) addressing sexual perversipndere these teachings flow right
along with passages addressing various idolafres20:1-7.
We know that it was de facto social normbecause Moses haddo something about it in order
to govern it (see point 22). If Moses had to do something about it in order to govern it, that means

that it was already an existing practice before He addressed it.

restricted and regulated(divorce and remarriageeu 24:1-4; Lev_21:7 14; Exo_21:10

fimarriagesd : Not i ce

defiling therefore not acceptelllal 2:1314;J e s u s

accept their recombinatin s o f

says

ibut

how Ged 24di4; der B:Xetc.), th@rpmaoiage was

I sayo i

A Matr5:33 19:9 das_40:1112; Luk_16:18

nd

Rom_7:3 If you pay attention, this point is covered over and over again throughout the rest of this

book.

unpersuaded God does not change in order to ags@ prolonged sin and defiance of His
declarationsHeb_1:1213:8 Num_23:191Sa_15:292Ti_2:13 Luk_21:33 Job_40:8
Isa_14:27 not changed with prolonged sBen_20:b; Jos_7:1113; Jer_6:8Eze 23:18
Even if a practice is populaBod is unpesuadediLuk_16:15 Rom_3:4
Also see: Chapter,Point L, undeti Summar,B,aafl £0
adultery: (A) See the rest of this book. (B) Also compates_4:12; 7:3-4 with Mar_6:14, 17-
18; (C) God (through Moses) suffered for divorce to happat 19:78; Mar_10:45; (D) Here
are a few of the many examples in @& where God indicated that the betrotlveaiman and or
fully married wife was being defiled by adding another relationdbgu_24:4 Jer_3:12:2,5, 7,
11,13 1921, 23-24, 32-33; 3:7, 12-14, 22, 4:1; H0s5:3, H0s6:10, Eze_23:17

See point 22

darkened understandings and hardened heartExo 32:9 Deu_31:27Act_7:51;, Psa_78:8
Neh 9:16Jer_17:23Zec_7:1112;Isa_6:1QMat_13:1315; Deu_32:2829; Eph_4:18

Isa_44:1820, Rom_1:2128

according to :cd3i2 1Ko bbb Habe8a7d0f 10:7-9
Compare: Chapter 2Point4fiDavi d 6 s
doi
Both Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and admonishe®ee point 31

showedtheidst i ncti on of

The woasdemblypri m t he

worahwir ch. o ,Bthtq iarc t Grad e kwo r d
AExit), & 0 & Uadr 3 (kaleddme ani ng

meani ng

Bi

Exampl e:
what

bl

ng

e

S

S

He Returned to
was actually a
typically poorly
BO°CY(@b i nati on
Aito call, o0 whic
Acall ed out o as

forms this important wordith o a P&’ (ekklesia), which meansa
Jesus and Apostles warned about doctrine
The thief comes only to steal/ Hirgtlepherdsjoh 10:112-13, 10; Act_20:2831; 2Pe_2:1

Mat_7:15 24:11, 24; 2Jn_1:7 Gal_1:89
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Beware of the leaven and take helegk 12:1 Mat_16:6 11-12, Mar_8:15 Rom_16:17
1Co_5:57; Gal_5:91Ti_4:16 1Co_3:1011

Men will not endure sound doctrine in the last tin®3s: 4.3 2Pe 2:21Ti 4:1-2; 2Ti_3:13
Will the Son of man find faith on the eartiuk_18:8

32. Whenever the Bible talks about Divitraditions, in Greek tHiranmkans stso o

( U} ¥ U ealiadagi3 of truth to future generations.

Keep the tradition2Th_2:151Co_11:22Ti_2:2; Jud_1:32Th_3:6 Phi_3:17 4:9; Heb_13:7
1Th_4:13Jn_1:11

For those who are like typical Protestants and want to take cheap shots and compare this to the
repulsive traditions of merMat 15:2 Mat 15:3 Mat 15:6 Mar 7:3-13; Gal 1:14; Col 2:8) it goes
without saying thabDivine traditions have nothing to do with this, since Divine traditions are

commandments from God ordained throughout the Old and New Testaments. Did you notice that

we gave many Scripture refrardendeoxnsfodr |deftihreinr

traditions instituted in the Scriptures, it goes without saying that these are the traditions
(transmissions) of God, not men, and God continually commands us to keep these things all

throughout the Bible. Any tradition setinr der f or Godds assembly by
God, and any tradition that opposes the Scri

toward knowing truth, you will know that there is neliatween.

&

33. lawful: See the rest of this boakhdc o mpar e t he appendhekXistorieas our ces

Church Teaching 6  &xira Nofes on Church Histasy f aumberaof samples of the profound
early church quotes affirming this new, revolutionary attitude that they had about marriage.
God-honoring marriages. (1) General Instructions for this in NT: 1Ti_3:2 9-15; 1Co_7:1214;

3; Col_3:1819; 1Pe_3:57; Eph_5:2233; Heb_13:4(2)Aqui | a & Pr i d4¢ielalm® had

ministry : Act_18:2 18, 26; Rom_16:31Co_16:192Ti_4:19 (3) Peter. Mat_8:14 Mar_1:3Q
1Co_9:5 From these passages (and the affirming testimony of early church leaders) it is evident

that Peter had a wife. For the apostle Peter to write instructions about a good relationship between

a husband and wif&e himself had to be abidyrby what he preached and not living
hypocritically with his wife {Pe_5:3;
34. Heb_12:23Mat_16:18 and see point 30

35. Godbs own :ftsdl4krs8iloans it, Apeculiar people, o

peopdbd 3 ~ UMa 8:17(Res239Deu_26:18

36. if they did not line up with the standard: Chr i st i ans e mphasandtbiglis 6 one

proven in the fact that Jesus established this reality at the foundation of His marriage teaching
it occurs more frequently araiphatically in théNT than theOT that originated itSee pints1,
2,3,and 17
This reverent and stringent attitude about marriage is also a historical fact that is easy to read
about and verify throughout cTheHistohical Rhusht or y
Teaching 0 )
37. See point 17

D. Approaching Todayi How Do e s OheReshsReverencing Garden

Revolution Look Now in Our Generation?

After the times of the beginning of the New Covenant, many courageous leaders of the early church
faithfully fought and maintained the Biblical teaching about marriage within the Church, so that as a
result, from saintd heretic, essentially everyone in the church before the corruption of Nicaea (325
AD) taught that divorce and remarriage was adultery and must be forsaken to be a Chiniztien.
documented and summari zed mulhéHistofcal CHuichsTeachngot h e
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Although Jesus, His apostles, and thdyeChurch held to this reverence of one flesh, something
completely different, strange and sickening is in our face as we look at the scene all about us today.
Although we often maintain some fading expressions of commitment in most traditional masyiages
saying words I|ike, ATiIIlI d e astich prafoondwasrdspraa t 0 and
radically stringent expression of commitment which really sound strange and curious in our context
today, since in many cases we still say them at wedding$ave no real idea whgspecially since we
really mean until adulteryabandonmensin, boredomor other crimes or conveniences do us part.

Donét we realize that such words express a mer
expectabns that surround us? And why would we set such a high expectation with our words if no one
keeps it? And why is it we say words that are reminiscent of what Jesus taught while we live just as the
days of old before Jesus was on earth? If our obligatiomairriage is actually greater in this age than
the righteous Law of Moses, then why are we no better in our practice today than those generations
before Jesus even came on the earth?

These words of permanent, lifelong commitment that we often utter mages stand against us and
our practicesin and outside of the churcas though they were faint echoes of a doctrine people once
believed that we are now truly foreign bt strangely repeating.

What happened? Did we lose something again?

3.1tis Time to Re -Reverence The Creation of
One Flesh

There is an answer to all of this distress and insanity! There is a reason why things have gone crazy
today, and there is a reason why people used to believe radically different during the days of Jesus and
the Apostles. Truth still exists, and the Words of Jesus are still burning off of the pages of the Bible,
but there is a complacent and rebellious age of bitter apostasy that rages against all of the goodness that
Jesus pioneered for our benefit.

Jesus taug all of His followers to profoundly reverence one flesh, and until we do the same, we will
never escape the trap of hopelessness and bitter darkness of slavery to immorality and sin. Are we
going to hear the Word of the Lord in our generation and repehfinally start taking Jesus seriously?

T For those who will be faithful to Jesus in this way, let us get a close and faithful look at the very basis
Jesus gave us for reverencing one flesh, and let us arrange ourselves in submission underneath the
Divine dictates about one flesh and marriage in great fear and trembling.

May God help us as we seek to restore what Jesgisttas.

Genesis 21 The First Husband and Wife
| have given this account from thé&\Band have added important insertiongdnckety (see
explanations afterward):

Gen2:21-25cas And God brought a trance upon Adam, and he slept, and He took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesim its place.22 And God formed the rib which he took from

Adam into a woman, and brought herAdam. 23 And Adam said, This now is bone ( ek e ais) i n 7
out] of my bones, and flesh: ek outj of my flesh she shall be called woman, because she was taken out
[a(ek)i same exact word as befo@f her husband:. mai. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother and shallleave v <2 | x x| 6 pa westkibda) 008 Gassivély joined™* 127 to his wife
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woman], @ndthe two [ not specified by MT, but affirmed by the LxX and Jessflall becomevit: =« | xgeiq i thto] ONE
flesh. 25 (3:1) And the two were naked, both Adam and his wife, and were not ashamed

[Technical Source text Notel have particularly used ti@omplete Apostles Bib(€AB) for Genesis, because it is based onLiK¥ , and this Greek

source text is basically what the New Testament consistently uses for Genesis (for more, see the online verBibliagfraphyu n d é-inding the

Old Testamerit ) ]

[Details about the Corrections | Made to This Translation | have made a few content and grammatical corrections to the version used here based on
the original Greelsource textl(XX), (while also comparing it to the Hebrew) so it will more specifically and accurafelysent in English what is

actually being said in Greek (as also compared with Hebrew). The specific Greek wording used in this passage fromtiBenesidésus quotes this

text later in the Greek New TestameBi\T), (as seen in the next point); (For more on these details s&diography, especially unddcXX and

MT).]

Mat 197 Jesus on The First Husband and Wife

Mat 19:46 ki;s And he answered and saidtuo t hem, A Hav5d Fyoau trhdts rceaaidkse
shall leavenis father and mother arghal-cleavei. e passively glued 1d0 his wife and the two shall bed

no) one flest? 6 Thereforethey areno more®’®two, but one flesh. What therefo@od has

fastenedior yokeq together let not man separdte’®

Also compareGen2:21-22, Mar 10:6-9; Eph5:30-32
A B o u n drar Life

Rom_7:2cas For the woman who is under a man has lEemd®***°by law to thdiving husbandé

The Greek Word for ABoundo:

iebind, be i n bondtsr,oHldpmew and Graek Dactionanesn d € 0 (

The Scriptures | earl 'y and directly reveal that being fl
Abondso of marriage yields a rel atRom/®shi p that

Mat19:56 t hey ar®®nwoénor e

ThisisSt r odgfisni ti on for the one Greek word transl
G3765G a U @ketiooke tedAlso (separatelylsad QBuk etiooke teéFrom G3756 and G2089;

notyet nolonger. - after that (not)(not) any more, henceforth (hereafter), not,no longer
(more), not as yet (now), now no more (not), yet (not).

So what is the implication of this verse and the weight of the Greek word trdnslates A no mor e ¢
can see this by inserting the definition of this word directly into the verse

i T h e yo morehenceforthandhereafter no longerandn ot € a nly tnMatrbd®6)y
after God makes them One Flesh.

This verse is describinggermanentino mor e twoo effect from God m
This was instituted by God and continues to be
unt o a spouse which gené&atdxSe s &ahii® ni@bafedigdtseh@®o r @
Garden of Eden, and Jesus tells us that this same reality happens unto this very day when two people
get lawfully married.

So many people try to say that a permanent mar
not alwaysworkot . 6 And whil e people go around pretend
work outo and they cal/l per manent marriage fdan
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matter of fact whether we like it or not. Even if we do not live accordingeodality that God testifies

to, it stildl remains, and Godoés testimony wil/l
whenever we oppose it.

We may indeed find many reasons to complain acg
ushysaying things | i keweredn¥ flesh,alonpgdirmeuago, butinowktheyane t h ey

|l oosed from that marriage by adultery and or di
this pagan and rebellious belief is opposed up front by Jeslusheivery plain and simple Words,

i T h e yo morehenceforthandhereafter no longerandn ot é a nly tnMatrbd®6)
after God makes them One Flesh.

GOD is The OneWho Bindsi No Wonder |l td6s Per manent !

Malachi 2 Clearly Confirms this

Note: Malachi 2 is discussed in much greater length in the next chapter

Mal2:1dbiiBecause the Lord has borne witne(€AB) bet we
Mal2:14ci And al t hough they had divorced their wive:
Mal 2:14d7 fié she is your companigrand thewife of your covenand WEB) [ L xx: o0 ogd dsUd s

lit. and woman of your covendnt

Mal 2:15a71 God takes full credit for making it this way

In Malachi 2 and Matthew 19 it is clear that the Bible teaches that God has always been the One who

binds two people into one f | e srhakes two peopleintbene,begi r
and not man, and because of this, God is the only one that has a prerogative to tell us the rules, and He
is the only one who can tel/l us when the fAonen:e

Mat 19:6 KJ2000 Therefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What ther€odehasjoined
[ 003y @ Bgesedyoked together, let not man put asunder.
Also: Mar_10:9

I n the context of Jewish culture and even the (
God has also caused them (as( &gs guwthg bniherpGodal gte)d t
takes credit for both of these things in this passage, therefore we should not deny any of this by the
ifseparationo (geographical space) of divorce.

ToBe Gl ued/ nJoi ned?o

Gen_2:24Jos.Transon account of this, a man will leave his father and his motheb@ang s, glued
unto[ MT* (@ ag : L XX: i 8 0eesdssr Uorstuck unty NiS woman i wi, and the two will become
into one flesh.

Mat 19:5Jos.Transand said On account of this, a man will leave father and motherbandssiviy]
dlued untg | e i s @ B Bareio Ktk isdia) Uor stuck unto his woman # wi ancbthe two will become into one
fl eshé

The wor doehsehgluadduntdi s pans (Biblicall y)Hebbrawahis He b r ¢
word is defined tle waybySt r an g 0 s
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H1692. *[' bagdawb a E 6ling or adher& - abide, fast, cleave (fast together), follow close (hard,
after), be joined (togetheeep (fast), overtake, pursue hard, stick, take.

This fAabiding, o Acleaving, o0 Ajoining, 0 and Asti
wordd @agi s often accomplishefdciad@Pgd®sk.disGadgEk t he w
word is a compound made uptofvard (pros) andgluedor stuck(k o |)!Whéhever you compound a
directional word (such asward) into another word (especially an action verb sual@aed this is
generally referred tasan intensification This means that when the Bible talks about bglogd
towarda woman, this is amtensified gluing, and by the context and the Greek grammar we see why
it Iis so Aintenseo: the gloedtggétleer i,s -6 Psas skisamerl y ) |k
into[ geig) one flesh o v, s Garkaaiay by God!

This Hebrew term was first fundamentally translated into Greek by the LXX, and then consistently
guoted and applied this way by Pawnd Jesus Himselthroughout the Greek New Testament.

[* Additional Hebrew and Greek Technical Notes (1) Althoughd @agcannot always be representegas o s ktlrdughaufthe LXX because the

Hebrew term has a s ome wh aetGreekitedre(and lfesaasmaf this thecHebrreavitegneoocurs rhoeerireqtiehtly than the Greek

term), yet still, the majority of the times wheneper o s kisouked m e LXX, it is because it is representingaqfrom Hebrew; (2) The primary form

ofthisQ e e k t greni ai @Bdliafdward gluing(anintensive sticking but a few times, (especially in a minority of Greek manuscripts of the New
Testament) thistensive gluingrstickingi s s i mp | y o Beraérghiing, and this ia the wathat Westtcott and Hort represent it in

Mat 19:5, yet ever yaonee Gasgs Yerens:3E(jiduike Genh4:24XX) amd most everyofie (including Westtcott and Hort)

agrees that the original form in MEQ:7 is also like the LXXi All of this shows that there is very strong support for concluding that both Jesus

(especially in Mal0:7) and Paul quoted this term exactly as it is in the LXX, and in any case it is certain that the New Testament is gonsistent|

referencing the LXX terminology of beirgjuedorstuckt o a wo man ; ( f or mor eBibliodraphybespecially witgaeis documentedo mp a r e
underGNT andLXX)]

Deul1:2223 CAB And it shall ®me to pass that if you will indeed hearken to all these
commandments which | charge you to observe this day, to love the Lord our God, and to walk in all

His ways, ando cleave[m. glue yourself C|OS€[ LXX: | @ &Middee Voice, i.e. and aain done tojourself( Y MN) ;  MT:
©*(d Bag), (H1692t0 HIM; 23t hen t he Lord shall cast out al | t h

J0s23:89 CAB But you [al] shall [passively bejcleaves it glued 10 [ | ¢ @ o elielbiddiBr P2P ) ;M Eag),
(H1692)) the Lord our God, as you have done until this day. 9 And the Lord shall destroy them before
youe

Notice that though cleaving to God obviously takes priority, the same Hebrewdv@atj is used in

Genesis 2 for marriage, as it is throughout the Hebrew Old Testament for the covenanted relationship
between the Lord and His people. This effectively communicates what kind of permanent unbreakable
union a man has with his wife. Doyouseeth God gave us the phenomena
as a parable to show how we ought to Asticko t
we should Ajoino ourselves to God, we are told
to what degree should we as a people seek to be stuck to God, and to what degree should we as
individuals consider that we have been stuck to our spouses when we get married? These two things are
described with one and the same word in Hebrew.

God twiceuses this word to describe the inseparability of the scales of a dinosaur (which are
historically called dragons). They knew this p:¢
The context of these verses affirms the definition we read previay&y, using some of the exact
same words from within the definition as synonyms. | have underlined words that affirm the definition
of this word in this way
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Joh41:1517, 23 wes Strongscales are his prid&hut up together with a close seil One isso near

[ Lxx: salEgmssively glued (PPH3P) O @another, Thaho air can come betwedimem.17 They are joined

[ MT:*(d Bag |, (H1692); LXX (at | e & #1( lbed togethenhis ts the primary:forn); (Notlissparehasdsidnificant

variations surrounding this word in the LXX@N€ {0 anotherTheysticktogether, sothattheya n 6 t be é pu I 1 ed
23 The flakes of his flesh ar@ined together « ma =@ Gag ., ( H1 69 2 o d EHfect Belise, Passive Voitkey

have been (passively) glued as a complete action in thé\pa&PF3P)]. They arefir_m on him. Theyc anot b. e moved
(This is also illustrated inloh41:26-29)

Notice that in verse 17 (at least with some texts), the consistent word is ugkdrfgor joining in the
HebrewandGreekochpbm‘:X(‘d@aq),(H1692); LXX (at leastiUUisdome texts): “~jeloage

[Technical Source Text Notel do not generally use the currét¥X as the most original source text when quoting Job, because this is one of the few
cases where direct New Testament quotations of the Old Testament do not match in theXXrré&his is why | have primarily based this quote on the
current MT (as represented by WEB), and only when they at least partly agree here | refered¥edbavell in this case, because it helps demonstrate
the nature of this Greek phrase and its relatipnsfth the Hebrew terminology. (For more, see the online version dibliographyu n d d-indjng the
Old Testament ) ]

How profound is the strength of this word! Please see the significance that it caamrdhAnd | hope
that you will be honest enough to admit that the Bible does nothing to lessen the potency and impact of
this word as it is applied to marriage, especially as seen origindligni2:23-24.
As far as tle Greek New Testament goes, this intensified form of this word is only used 4 times,
(Mat 19:5 Mar 10:7;, Act 5:36, Eph5:31) whereas it appears 52 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. In
3 of these New Testament references the word is applied to martisgeatdresting that the one time
thatp r o s kionbtlagpléd to marriage, it still describes a joining (apparently in some kind of intense
covenant) that was: Atill death did them parto

Act_5:36¢caB For before these days, Theudas rose up, clailimgelf to be someone, to whom was
joined®**"a number of men, about four hundred. s slain and all who obeyed him were
scatteredé

So from Hebrew initially, we see that Abeing |
Biblical languages tain this concept of permanency, in the case of the New Testament Greek, the
context of the New Covenant teaching affirms this even more than the dictionary definition.

But someone may say that in some of the previous examples, though it might teeuratd the
Asticking,o it would stildl be theoretically poc:c
their covenant; One can renounce cleaving to G
have renounced c | AcbSBbifthgy becamerdiSenfeanckhisedwith hismebellion.
However, we should be sensitive to this very important distinguishing fact: Althpeagieare
commanded t o fthemsenato Goa Godtell$ us thaHe(©On ot man) joins o
t wo people together i nto one flesh. A person c:
strong hand of God has joined them together with their lawful spouse!

The Jews could not separate the rebels whqdiaed themselves o 7 T h eActb:86 aparti n
from the death of Theudas, and much more so, a pastor, a court or a couple cannot lift the omnipotent
hand of God so that lawful spouses can walk away from being joined by Him, apart from death. But
rather, in English and even more in Grgekt as we have shown in Malachi previously, we can see
that it isGodwho joins a lawful couple in marriage:

Mat19:5Jos.Transand s ai d, iOn account of t hi wilbea man w
joinedto his womanwite] and the two will both become into one fleghy 224
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The waillbegoinedii represent t hips ocrkanthisvadd isiinnvhabis e e k
call ed, fAthe Passive Voi ceo0 bbxiogdanstethdcaupl@fohe Gr e ¢
more, see WPF3S inRMAC for this grammatical case) T h e y jomingghemselves ii n Gr e e k
t heybemgjenedio Those who get | awf ulpassivemairm itelde apreo
of joining, which leaves God as the sole operator of this spectacular phenomena.

Sadly, we are so used thinking of this verse in a completely wrong way because a number of
translations have incorrectly represented this in English for many, many years:

Mat19:5KJV é For thi s cause shall aadshelcealehiswefandat her
they twain shall be one flesh?

This incorrectly makes it look like the husband is actively doing the cleaving to his wife. Notice that
Ashall cleaveo i s a fHKJIVappearsty e atibuledto theihoshand. Buhin ¢ h
the actual Bible (in Greek) God describes this future verb (action) pafgve voiceso that we can
definitelyiBngy bhafijdcherngo ficomes Uwhichinthbe hu:
case is God Himself:

Mat19:5Jos.Transand s ai d, iOn account of t hi wilbea man w
passively joined “ | ¢ i s ¢ o & gadsivéwiceto his womanuwite @

Godos strong and mighty hands havelyfGalicamid t hem,
two people into one flesh, and only He can unjoin them in death by the dissolving of one or both of the
bodies which was joined.

Death Has Always Loosed a Spouse
It is very clear throughout the Bible that tiehas always loosed a person so that they could lawfully
marry a second spouse without defilement.

(1) The #fALevirate Marriageo of The AKinsman Rec
Gen38:6-:8 CAB And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tam#&md Er, the

firstborn of Judah, was wicked before the Lord; and God killed l&m\nd Judah said to Onan, Go in

to your brother ds wi f-m-Jaw, and daisenup seedyto youebrothars her b

We see that Er was lawfully married to Tamar, but Er diehda was t hen abl e to |
brother, Onan, without sin. Itis clear from this that the ancients understood that death loosed a person
to marry another. This is reinforced in the Law of Moses:

Deu25:5CAB And if brothers should live together, and one of them should die, and should not have
seed, the wife of the deceased shall not marrpbtlte famit o a man not rel ated:
brother shall go in to her, and shall take her to himself for a anie shall dwell with her.

In the same way,uk 20:2734 shows us that this could theoretically result in a woman having seven
successive husbands without sin!

(2) Ruth and Naomii Two Widows Contemplating Remarriage

In Rth 1:11-13 Naomi understood thahe and her two widowed daughiedaws could theoretically
get lawfully married to other men, but Naomi did not do this herself because she considered herself to
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be too old. On the other hand, because Ruth was a young widow she married Boaz afs¢r her fi
husband diedRth 1:4-5; Rth 3:9-11, Rth 3:18 Rth 4:1-13).

(3) 1Sa 25 David and Abigail i No Matter How Challenging and Difficult it May Be, Only

Death Looses

In first SamueR5 we are given the account of David, Nabal, and Abigail. Abigail was a very wise
woman who, ironically, was initially married to an exceedingly foolish and wicked husband named
Nabal who opposed David in the midst of his hardships in the wildernessimyg trastically
changed at the end of this chapter.

1Sa25:3842 CAB And it came to pass after about ten days, that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died.
39 And David heard it and said, Blessed be the Lord, who has judged the cause of my reproach at the
hand of Nabal, and has delivered his servant from the power of evil; and the Lord has returned the
mischief of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and spoke concerning Abigail, to take her to
himself for a wife.40 So the servants of David came tbidail to Carmel, and spoke to her, saying,

David has sent us to you, to take you to himself for a wife And she arose, and bowed down with

her face to the earth, and said, Behold, your servant is for a handmaid, to wash the feet of your
servants.42 And Abigail arose and mounted her donkey, and five maidens followed her. And she
went after the servants of David, and became his wife.

1Sa 25 Applicaion i DEATH i s the Only Way Out of a fAaBad N
We see from this account that David did not &p&@e word about marrying Abigail until after it was
clear that God had killed her first husband. N
understood that only death would loose Abigail to be a lawful candidate for marriage to himself. And

just as Abigail was faithful to her marriage to Nabal, so also (at a time when polygamy was allowed)
David remained faithful to his difficult marriage to Michasitil the day of her deatf2Sa6:16-23;

1Ch15:29.
So what should we understand from this? Matter how bad of a marriage two people may have, it
is Godos divine institution which we must rever

God was faithful to deliver Abigail out of her difficult marriage by killing Nabal. In the othes vae
see that even when David was not delivered from his difficult marriage, David still remained faithful to
the one flesh covenant which God had bound him in. This is what it actually means to be a person of
faith; this is what it means to be arealnman wo man of God, who obeys Go
if it costs them all the comforts of this life.

And especially because we are commanded to love and pray even for our enemies in the New
Covenantat 5:4348) it is clear that we cannot go about prayiagthe death of our spouse, but
rather, we ought to pray for the heart of supernatural courage as David and Abigail had, who
reverenced Godébés covenant by faith under the mc
obedience to the righteous demamd God to be their sole consolation and refused to gratify the raging
insanity of the whimsical demands of the flesh to have circumstantial peace and comfort in this short
and temporary life. They believe the testimony of God above the agony of theawmisouls, so God
wrote down their righteous souls in His Holy Scripture as a standard for us to this day.

(4) Roman Seven

Rom7:2-3 CAB For the woman who is under a man has been bound by law to the living husband. But
if the husband should die, she is released from the law of the husb&@althen, while the husband is
living, she will be called an adulteress if she becomesiedto a different husband; but if her
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husband should die, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, havingrizecerie
a different husband.

(5) First Corinthians Seven
1Co07:8971 Encourages celibacy for widows (duritige current distress) but permits marriage

1C07:3940 WEB A wife is bound by law for as long as her husband lives; but if the husband is dead,
she is freqe 5 gy ji Ki. aloosedtype of persoii t he word Afreeod tosbes married 10 WI’](DE!}]VLEIr she d&SerS,
only in the Lord.40 But she is happier if she stays as she is, in my judgment, and I think that | also
have Godds Spirit.

(6) First Timothy
1Ti 5:14CAB Therefore | desire that the younger widowsnarry, to bear children, to manage the
house, to give no opportunity to the adversary because of reproach.

ASummaryof Being AGluedo/ fAJoinedo and ABol
We see that the Bible says that being joined and bound in marriage by God progeiceargent,
God-performed, one flesh bondfor life. Some have attempted to interpret the Bible as to contradict

its self by saying that marriage bonds could be broken by a divorce. But we can clearly see from
Scripture that being bound in the marriage covenanhot be undone by anything but death, and this

is without exceptionRom7:2; 1Co7:39)!

No wonder itodos permanent! God isiithe beeshaht
there shall be none to shut; and he shall shut, and therdshalln o n e [$a022:22p\@. Mhisds (
repeated idob12:14 and inRev3:7. (Also seeloh9:12 11:10. Scripture also clearly says that you
cannot change what God says. Beei4:2; 12:32 Rev22:1819; Joh13:16 So whatever Heaysand
or doesconcerning marriage sticks despite all the efforts of man.

Galatians 3:15s a yBr,otiher s , | speak | i ke men. Though it
has been confirmedp one makes it void, or adds to i6 G&l_3:15wes). If this is the cas&ith a
human covenant, which is merely witnessed by men, (and afterward enforced by God) then how much
more absolutelynbreakableis a covenant that is both established and enforc&sbloyHimself?

And this we can clearly see to be the case even witBdhptures concerning marriage quoted so far.

The Lawful Outcome of OneFleshi i Mar ri ageo i s Cohabitat.]
Let us find out why it is so difficult to define what we are talking about at times when we say
Amarri ageo

Summaries of Linguistic Variations
Please pay close attention and give these definitions very careful consideration:

T A Weddingoi inEnglish:. a fAweddi ngo i sthdeyagntitwhichdnyananda oc i a

woman argoinedas husband and wife in marri age, but t
an equivalent in the Bible. (Whenever you may

version, typically it is actually taking the place of the primary Greek word fitaréiage, as in a

Amarriage feasto or fAmarriage celebrationo).
1 AMarriageoi in English:i Mar ri ageo i s thgrpsulingfelatignshipfdwos i der e d

people who have begoinedtogether as husband and wife, (but the Bible never speaks in these

terms about AMarri ageo) .

26



1 AMarriageoi in Hebrew & Greek: A Ma r mat thegresolting relationshipf two people
who have been joined together, but rather it is particularly the socially estaldctieduiting of a
man and woman. (ldeally, two people halready been lawfully and morally joined before this
takes place, but this is certainly not true in many cases)
1 fABeing Glued/ Joined 1 in Hebrew & Greek: Being Joined is passively received by a couple
from God and takes place either before or during aiaggifeast celebration agletinct element
from the marriage itself, when two people first make a one flesh covenant, (which might sometimes
be long before a marriage celebratianiNotice that English speakers do not usually make this
distinction between being glued or joined and getting married, but the Biblerdees:r note Being

Afgluedol/ ij oinedo and being fibound, 0 togngmdirmgehereh a one fl esh covena

An Explanation of Linguistic Variations
Unfortunately there is often a lot of confusion in modern cultures when people start talking about
Aimarriage, 0 especial l y wAmargumentould definitely bermade thate n c e
neither fAmarriageod nor any other word is suffic
often have such drastically different connotations in particular passages, but because of lack of other
words whilestills eeki ng to be as specific and correct ac
not sticking with the English connotatiookthis word; | am exclusively going along with the Biblical
connotations which are from Hebrew and Greek.

Please be awareWwhen comparing what | teach about fmar
said seeking to defend fAmarriage, 0 they might \
write here while in fact the difference may not actually add up to anytbimgaclictory at all, since in

many cases English writers are simply talking ¢
joinedt oget her as husband and wife) while | am tal

sense (two peopleomingtogether in cohabitation to live as husband and wife) and | am specifically
communicating it this way for the sake of being as exact and consistent as | can as we go throughout
the Bible with these Biblical concepts that have all been generically mixadsup A mar r i age o0 i
English language.

A primary example of this Ilinguistic complicat
death. o While this is true in an English sense
youhavetosa Aione fl esh is permanent éd r at managet han u

(two people coming together to live as husband and wife) in the Bible is not actually the permanent

part of what we often call marriage in Englisiso please try hard ntd misunderstand me at any

point: please stretch with me from the vagueness of our English concepts so you can also understand a
Biblical world view about marriage in the Hebrew and Greek sense.

Al t hough Amarriageodo i s pr oBnglishlfoythefWomlsiuseeint | y t he
throughout the Bible, yet there are some foundational differences that we need to come to terms with
before understanding numerous critical passages about marriage. One of the most basic concepts we
often needto graspisthatu mer ous wor ds behind fAmarriageo thr
synonymous with simple cohabitaticamd although by the time a marriage happens people have
hopefully already passed into one flesh by a lawful covenant at some pomaryetge iself does not,
in itself, equate with or necessarily include the more profound concept of being one substance with a

spouse

Hebrew Expressions for Marriage
Note: While the following eferences may or may not represent the best source text for each given scenario, the following representative examples are
taken from the MT simply to give a summary of Hebrew terminology.
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T fl-0 | @ch, (H3947)i To fit ak e 0Ge(1® b4riNem1R:L; Deu25:5 1Ch2:21;
Rth4:13

T A _‘0lc htian), (H2859)i To fAgi v e oGehtdwabernd , (

.70/ “dn ®&n ©K), (H5375)i To lift up/ carry (women),ACh13:21)

1 @ 01y éhab, (H3427)i To sit (women) down (i.go live as wives in their housegNeh13:23
27) [This is represented literally and consistently in the Greek LXX (as seen in thsubegxoint)]

T [ ot ht&¥ g Bamii(H2992)i pertaining to the duties of a levirate marriaGe(38:8); H5772f™ 6 81f @) | Ex021:10 see alsotev22:12]

Allof thesever,st r ange sounding expressions often get
directly or indirectly).

GreekExpressi ons For AMarriageo
17 foYeoed G106 0; T7Ahke @imary Greelowbrd (especially in the New Testament) for

marriage, which is frequently equated withhabitation
[An intensified variation of this imarryingupon Jos23:12 2Ch18:1; Ezr9:14; Mat22:24 (also see 25,3 0 ) ; al so see U3 Usoloa:
as well as 1C@:38)

1 Mo g3 23 Ugi the woman under a marNim5:29 and also v20; Pro6:24, 29; Rom7:2
(compareRom7:1-4)

fo g Uglo Ga 3 B8apif acohabitedvoman (see the following examples)

fie b 2 g ®» B (if a man has) taken a woman (i.e. home to hims&guR4:5)

fioe yUUUsUgG ga»l@ taken her to beuzsHel f (as) a wo
e "o d 5 G U3sa WifThdy sat women down (i.e. to live as wives in their housish (13:23

27[LXX: ZESdras23:23,2?][ Not e: Aisitting downo i s somet i hvingsomewed(thisistymcally i gur e of
represented simply asarriage in English)]

= =4 =4 -4

A Few Hebrew and Greek Terms for the Whole Process In General

In addition to the specific terms for entering into a covenant, and those specific terms for entering into
marriage-cohabitation, we may also consider a few terms that are often used to describe the entire
process in general

Becoming Women to Men

f Hebrew:i /s &6 shs ®®), (H802)it o 6become womend (i .e.
1 Gr e ek:¥x3f)Us Uiddyll Uss ipactming/ being women (i.e. to men)

ReferencesNum 36:3 6, 10-12, J0s23:12(MT); 1Ki_11:19

Lord/ Master

1 A O bafal), (H1167)i To be a fH besowreiradavoniahfixa?l:3 Deu22:22
Deu24:1; Pro30:23 Isa54:1; Isa62:4 1sa62:5 Jer3:14( L X X = o it Dlbrd down
on; fig. rule over, [compare: Gens:12 6 | af J1Pe36 @i g mRom 716 ais)eMal 2:22(MT= A Marri ed, 0
not inLXX)

Becoming A Manoés
1 mMUssdgsgUsagiGenerically, MNumB0dmeugd2aRthhiazid s (
Eze44:25 Rom7:1-4)

As an original bases, these terms seem to somewhat initially speak of establishing a one flesh covenant,
but by application they are often carried over into cohabitation to describe the entire process as a whole
as well.

Tragically, All of these Terms Are Simply Repr e
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Whether they are from Hebrew or Greek, or they are general terms or specific terms, or they are
referring toone fleshor cohabitation all of these very strange sounding expressions often get
generically thrown together and irresponsibly
It can be very haphazard and dangerous to erase such a defining distinctonarvial teaching as
fonefles® and iits r edrmagégiconshi p with A

Do you get the impression that there is a huge cultural gap that Bible versions have been trying to
bridge? But i n seeking to fibridgeo trhaeestypicalydave ct u e
virtually no idea what kind of concepts they he
Aimarriage. o0 The Bible says a whole | ot of defir
virtually no one in English haaccess to fully consider these important implications, since perceiving
their distinctiveness is usually inaccessible to them.

Let it suffice to say for now as a summary that one of the main things English readers often have no
clue about is the factthath e Bi bl e does not consider these co
Greek) as terms to indicate two people being joined per say, but these terms are about being together
and experiencing the life of cohabitation as man and woimérh e 7 j o t (whene tyvo peppke r
become fione flesho) is truly important, but th
t he actual Acovenant, 0 and is not directly att
cultures. This extremely importatruth is all throughout the Scriptures, and we cannot really escape it
if we are going to carefully and thoroughly cover the details surrounding divorce and remarriage.

MmNy AN

[* Theanthropologt al term Atranscul tur at i onanslaticn theor toedsdrime emngingpodamatiorof theRlbeeinn  Bi bl e
order to make it fit with different people groups. Nearly all Bible versions do this to one degree or the other (in@wdikwg th b u t because O6you
actually separate |l anguage from culture, 6 paraphr @sdd oat meshcanonsweer yt f

fiBible Paraphraseés i mBibliognaphy)]

A Few Example Passages Where Marriage is Equated with Cohabitation

Gen_20:13 And Abraham said concerning oSarah his wife, She is ngyster.for he feared to say

[ iOwat], She is my wife, lest at any time the men of the city should kill him for her sakeif or her sake
i {5 notinfAT here, buMT & LXX include this saying in Gen_12:18;26:7. SO[ u Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took

[° s U8arahie Abimelechbegan marri age by dtakingo J(AndrGodcamdos Ui 6t ediies hdisd]
the God came into (and) towardbimelech by night in his sleepnd saidB e h o1 d ,  ywo:u 6ol add @ dea

(WEB); (compare v. 7)fOr [ 1 Uthe woman whom you have taken = (y farshe has lived with a husband
0gs oadogllicohabitedwithaman i . e. she has already been lawfully AtaRkR¥¢fito into a
ma s t] wife'8'$[lit. mastered (womah)o ( KJ V [ wi itfdn both hXX & MT thi®is fig. married

Note: it goes without saying that this remarriage (that is,rtisohabitatior) was immoral on the

bases that she had already |lived in another mart
This automatically invatlated her from entering into a lawful and moral covenant with Abimelech,
even though he had performed a socially accept ¢

enough for them to cohabit; He actually needed a lawful covenant which God woodphize, as a
prerequisite and basis for this practice to be considered lawful and moral.

[ Al so note: this passage i s ¢ oveGee2DamdMal ThmBite Spetificadlyr TeachgdthhayGod Runishdsa pt er 2
Ignorant Remarriage Adultedy]

Gen24:67CAB And Isaac weninto the house = ¢ 0f his mother, antbokr=0r R:e be c c a é

Deu21:1013CAB And i f wihhleéns hyoouuléd s e e & alinwaumemancepaeda ut i f
should desire her, and take her to yourself for a:wif€ and shouldring her within your house 13
éand s habide snlyaud hbuse [then some specific instructions are giveé]a nd a f tyow shallagandcs

her and dwell with heand she shall be your wife
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[ * God really understands men, doesnodt He ?]

Deu22:13CAB And if anyone should take a wife, andell with (o gess & (sum i soiiti s together (sun)
( o & Ydicohabits withh e r and hate heré

Deu22:22CAB And if a man be found Igg with a womamarredt0i g » & ca didit. who has been together
housedor who hascohabited(with)] & ma n , y ou shall kil |l them bot hé

Deu24:1CAB And if anyone should take a wife, and should dwell with:s & (suro i siiit. is together
housed orcohabits (with) her, then it shall come to pass if she should not have found favor before

h i ntléat-he-shalwritefor-hers 41,y 0 s0 itand he wiites for hei@ certificate of divorce, and give it into her
hands, and hshallsend: her awayout of his house e U i same root within the previous wortgetherhoused].

Deu24:3CAB and the last husband should hate her, and write for her a certificate of divorce, and
should give it into her hands, and send her aswa\of his house: s U £

11/14/2011

It is clear from these examples that the initiation of marriage is considered the exact same thing as the
initiation of cohabitation.

1Pe3:7KJV Likewise, ye husbands, dwell Withem[Mesesaa U Uaphabit(same Greek word as befora]CCOI'ding
to knowl edgeé

|l snét that interesting? Even Peter considers me

First Corinthians Seven Definitely Equates Marriage with Cohabitation

This becomes extremely evident and clear when weaneful to represent and consider the specific

and exact details in this passage. Because this is a very involved chapter | am only including the part
that addresses this question about fAcohabitatic

Note: This entire passagde covered much more thoroughly@hapter 4

v.1Co79ifiMar rfi aged UewijicYel v (oU 3is prefetderl ovér@8cpntrasted with)
Aburningo; (correlating with thGe7Marriage Vvs.
v.1Co 7:10i The O6no separadtdioomdtc smmpandte your women
married peole (v. 1Co 79, not t o Obetr ot hl€d 7:6s8] anchimdearly s d [ ¢ 0 my
referencing the specific teaching of Jeddat( 19:56; Mar_10:79)

v.1Co 7:117 Passively receivineparatioirom marriage (v1Co 7:9-100 me a n withbuei ng 0
marriage [@e. cohabitation(as mentioned in the next versggl still being obligated to that spouse

[i.e. by one flesh]as being commanded notto marry anotfreste  j ust because you
mar r i a gobabitatioh does not mean you are withdguo n e f |a€aSuad® mar@ afotdkr

v.1Co 7:12-167 Continue cohabitation (¢ 8 o U Tidlit. tegétkieré h a b i ti.e.fig. t h

marriage(as directly said in VLCo_711)] with anunbelieving spous# possible[note The
experience of fAmarriageod i s diiCo @1¢-16] v | i nked wi t
v.1Co 7:147 You can be one flesh with an unbeliever, and even clean tlggingiesh by faith! (So

this is certainly a lawful marriag§) i.e. like David did for Michael]

v.1Co 715711 f the wunbeliever | eaves, then be content
1C0_7111) [i.e. one fleststill exists!i you are not permitted to marry another]

(only unbelievers actively separate from a lawful marriage)

v.1Co 7:167 But if you can remain with an unbeliever then you might save them
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Basing Our Understanding out of the Original Langiages Really Helps
| generally did not have any idea that there was such a definite and consistent distinction between
marriage and one flesh until | started reading the Bible in Greek. Before being corrected by the Hebrew

and Greek Scriptures, | thoughtat mar ri age in the Bible was ess:i
people being made one flesh, but afterward | realized that this was not at all the way the Bible was
describing its word for Amarr i agaermariagernhemedsad, |

very strong and consistent throughout the entire Bible, especially when you actually become aware of
the original words being used.

Al t hough | <certainly agree that there is somet
married in Goddéds eyes, 0 especially for the aver
encourage us to be sensitive to the fact that t
When the Scriptures speak about this mystical realitg tita | | 'y uses the term 0ol

of other phrases, and this can be disconcerting to an uninformed English reader trying to distinctly
understand what God has said about thedifgy onenes®f lawful spouses (for exampl®lar 6:17-18;
1Co7:11).

Because there are so many people saying so many things using the same words to refer to different
concepts, and much of this ends up having no real Biblical babegitowith, there is a need to revisit
our definitions and clarify these things before moving on. For the purposes of this book, whenever we
s ay A maweare rogtaking about modern English definitidmst we have chosen to
intentionally stick tolie Biblical terms to avoid confusion from using inconsistent terminologies when

referring to Scriptural passages and teachings.
more basic concepts and words used in the Bible to speak of the experienttabatation, and not
necessarily the more embellished connotations i

mean the preceding covenant that allows marriage (cohabitation) to be lawful.

| know that this can seem to bring up even more questionsttaaswers at first, but | have been
compelled to go in this direction for the sake of the rest of the passages we need to look at, and when
all is said and done we can have a more accurate and thorough understanding of one flesh and the
marriagecohabitaéion that is supposed to follow.

But for clarity in the meantime, before we go through the rest of this book, let set out some important

clarifications:

1 Although marriage is cohabitation in the Bible, this does not mean that all cohabitation (or
marriag@ is lawful before God (for example: if people live together without being in covenant, they
have an unlawfu,necn ovenant cohabitation, or, Amarri age

1 Inthe Bible, everyone knew that a father had to give his daughter away to a man befocellthey
ever lawfully cohabit (or even be together)

T I'n Biblical days, fatherds and brothers took
purity of their daughters (compaBen34:7, 31, 2Sal13:2022, 28-29, 32-33; Son8:8-10)

1 In ancient cultures when women were not commonly prostituted before the eyes of all society, it
was extremely shamef ul and dangerous for a wo
before being in at least a socially recognirgdtionship with him. If society concluded that she
had committed fornication, she could very easily never get married for the rest of her life (compare,
for example2Sal3:2022), and might have little to no way of finding a livelihodgkli 1:9; 3:1-

18).

1 Because cohabitation was generally rare outside of a marriage celebration, marriage and

cohabitation could easily be more or less synonymous in the Bible.
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1 Unless indicated otherwise, it is generally understood throughout the Bible that beforeatioimabit
could take place, socially, a woman had to first enter into a covenant with a man so that he could
first own her before they could lawfully cohabit.

1 Thereforepne flesh is not marriage in the Biblaut one flesh is the result of a prerequisite
covenant that is established first before lawful marriage (cohabitation) can take place.

1 This covenant was sometimes established a few minutes before the cohabitatiage
(Gen24:6467), but even more frequently, among the Jews, cohabitation was ofteradauamle
year or more lateMat 1:1819). But whether it was a minute or a year, it is this covenant that
precedes lawful, moral marriage, and was a standard practice among the ancient societies in the
Bible for managing the purity of their people.

9 Ifti s done according to Gododés rules, establish
a man and a woman go into one flesh so that they can now morally and lawfully live together and
belong to each other for the rest of their lives.

1 If people ardawless and do not reverence the boundaries which God set on marriage, then they
will think to enter into a covenant with whomever they please, yet if they seek to be with someone
who is not free to marry, then their shameful attempt at making a lawfehaavwill fail, and they
will live in an immoral cohabitation (marriage) which is just as immoral, and even worse, than if
they did not make a covenant to begin with

lsa28:1718CABéand you that tr usl8é viujalsdtakeawayoulr al sehood
covenant of deatrandyour trust in Hades shall by no means sénd

Why Understanding Marriage as Cohabitation is Important
Missing the point that maage means cohabitation in the Bible can cause great confusion! If we
mistake marriage as being equivalent with one flesh then we have some enormous, irresolvable
problems, but if we understand a more Biblical concept of marriage being cohabitatidmethen t
following passages make a lot more sense.

One passage of notable significance on this issue is first Corinthians seven:

1Co07:1011cas Now to those who have married | command, yet not |, but the [kafginded iMat19:6';

A wife is not to be separated from her husbaridl and even ishe-deesseparate: o« o0 cxyjsid
separation has happenedto fiet h e Gr e e RassiveVoiced, letther remaininmarried or be reconciled to her

husband and a husband ionto divorce his wife.

We see that the woman is not all owed to marry
divorce. This is because the mor al binding is
(cohabitation) but on the enduringchimmovable reality of one flesh. The question is not whether or

not she is currently fAmarriedo (cohabited), b ut

first spouse. The geography and the social paperwork are not the questituhére substance and
unity of her flesh is It is clear from this passage that she is hwiimarried, and not permitted to

marry another, because after divorce, a woman cannot go intmhabitation (remarriage) with
another man and also accomplish anotherful covenant, even if it is socially established by another
marriage feasbr wedding but even if they attempt to establish another covenant the marriage is still
called adultery by the mouth of Jesus and the Apostles He sent us.

Luk 16:18CAB Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and everyone
who marries a woman who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.
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It is clear that Omarrying anotheré does not ir
contrary: by calling remarriage adultery it is clear that the first covenant is still intact, and the second
one is invalidated and gives them an immoral anlawful cohabitation which is called adultery
against the first, enduring covenant. If we thought that marriage was one flesh, then it is really an
awfully confusing statement to say marrying anc
you do not becomene flesh with anothen this case, but instead He says yoarry anotherand this
immoral recohabitation is called adultery.

Although this remarriage is recognized as an acceptable cohabitation by society, it is not recognized
beforeGod, which (along with other sins) is one of the main reasons why Jesus says previous to this:

Luk 16:15CABAnd He sai d to t hem, yourséloes betonre mentbhtéésde wh o
knows your hearts. Because that which is exalted among men is an abomination before God.

We see that marrying anothemigt becoming one flesh with another person, but it simply refers to
cohabiting with another personan way t hat 1 s socially acceptabl e
the other hand is standing faithfully by the one flesh He formed in the garden, and treats any other
social agreement as nothing l®ominablesin. Because marriage in and of itsel§ mathing
inherently to do with one flesh, therefore Jesus calt®habitation (remarriage) with another person
Aadul tery. o

In making a direct reference to John the Baplisk(16:16-17), Jesus linked these statements against
immoral marriage with what John had publically oppddedod for,especially by using the Greek
wo r fil s Yi @U\iblémce (as also used iMat11:1213 (b 5 ¥ ¢ & W4 Jesys alluded to how
John had ultimatelizeroically sealed this testimony with his own blobdK 9:7-9):

Mar 6:17-18 CAB For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of v Uid.& dgiabbed migtiy] John, and bound

him in prison for the sake[uvuosfougHediuoidinasryiy hi s br ¢
becausdéne had married her. 18 For J o hn wo ul lds netéawful foroyoukbehave d , f
your br o ] hesrs :ﬁg%@ﬁ Wﬂi’j@]ﬁlit. the woman, the one of your brotherthe woman of that of your brotHer 0

Notes about Mar 6

T I'f divorce had freed Herodias from being Phil
then Herodias andétod may have gotten lawfully married.

1 The fact that it was not lawful for Herod to marry Herodias proves very clearly that divorce had not
freed her from being one flesh with Herodébés b

T John does not say, O6it, i6&i baids whad iyidiaiotdy aduy 6a
lawfulo- (in English and Greek) isgresenttensestatement.

9 Jesus very clearly links this to the New Covenant teaching against divorce and remarriage, not the
Old Covenant teaching against incdsik 16:1518).

9 Just like Luke 16, Mark 6 shows that Herod marrying Herodias had nothing to do with a lawful one
flesh covenant, but again, John shows that it was simply an adulterous, socially recognized re
cohabitat i oniThischas néthimg to doiwiéthe ene fiesh which Jesus defended from
the garden!

[ * t he &a’ e 8 biltiisss an attion verb in tHeresent Tensé\ctive Voiceandindicative Moodl
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4. Salvation Never Alters Your Marriage
Covenant

The Marriage Covenant Applies to Everyone, Before and After Salvation
The Bible consistently recognizes marriages in all kinds of different circumstances, by all kinds of
people, whether young or old, Jew or foreigner, monotheist or pagan, sinner:or saint

Gen_4:161771 Cain

Gen4:1971 Lamech

Genl12:18191 Abraham andPharaoh

Gen20:17%181 Abimelech, a pagan Philistine (see allG#n20 for the whole story)
Gen39:413iJoseph vs. Potipharos wife

1Ki_16:307 Ahab was godles® ut é

1Ki 16:31 21:5 7, 2517 Ahab had a wife

Dan6:24iDani el 6s accusers

Matl14:2-4i Phi |l i p the Tetrarchos rPdmadr rafiesshewasf fee ( who
remarried to Herod)

Mat 27:197 Pilate

Luk17:27T A Th e day d Gadfnotided thahtbey married

1C07:10-167 Believing spouses commanded to stay married to unbelieving spouses (also compare
verse39)

[Thislistofver ses was initially a summary of these things as dvesmawyesasd i n -
for use in this book]

By far my favorite highlight from t harghisl i st is
wifeé how coul d | &enB9:9a.gaWen s¢ e eGotdi?adt (at t he very
flight from i mmoral adultery is a recognition
wife.

All of these verses show that God recagui and cared about marriage covenants made by everyone
from saints t@agansilt is very clear from this that unsaved peame marryand it still counts before
God, even if they get truly saved one day down the road. Because of this Paul commandégticonve
spouses to remain with their unbelieving spouses in hopes of saving them, even though the marriage
was made before conversidigo7:10-16).

Whether we have been married, divorced, or even remarried, God saw, recognized, and sealed our
first (valid) marriage, even if it was before or after we decided to become a christian. If God knew how

to recognize Philipbds marriage to Herodias, the
knew how to testify agai nsteatdeknaovdhoa® darmrustoday r i a ¢
against our adulterous remarriages, whether or

Marriage Covenants Are Love-Debts that Continue After Salvation
So many people are so willing to minimieir obligations to their spouses when it has entered into
their heart to divorce and remarry, but contrary to this, the Scriptures have obligated people to their

l awf ul marriage by calling it a fnfdedstacoeenaNtot onl
that is so binding that not even conversion will alter its terms.

But some may complain and say that it is inaptg
arendét we encouraged to consi deadfuliyllepaid@ 0 a debt
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The Bible Definitely Tells Us to Be Indebted to Love Each Other
Rom13:8 CAB Owenothing ¢ ¢ ito ©10 one : ¢ i @xeepto love one anothér

This fAlove debto especially applies to family:

1Ti_5:4CAB But if a certain widow has children or grandchildtdat them first learn to show piety
to their own household and to malepaymento their parents; for this is acceptablbefore God.

[ *edesiede. descendanmds¢ffge nd(ta el wfdeln e o
[ ** 7| BtoMes geexdJact same wor d Titrh oBreg Iwihsoh wiés :gpafbgerf,oogaemdytoeun ¢ @d haypusdyener at i n
including your grandparents; i.e. ydorefatherg ancestork

And when it comes to thmost importanfamily relation, ofmarriage, we can be certain that this love
i s debb At hat God wi | | require us to pay:

Eph5:25 28 CAB Husbands, love your own wives, just@srist [ ¢ g A ki @ énointed ofealSo loved the
church and gave B8dhosbandgdghtft or| beeét haBr Cob3wg wi v e s

Tit2.4CABét hat they may urge the young women to be

In fact, love is a continual debt in marriage that should always be considered binding as long as a
spouse is alive:

Rom7:2 CAB For the woman who is undarman has bedmound by law to the living husband. But if
the husband should die, she is released from the law of the husband.

| n t hibwundoe ri sse tfh e UGHOvEek whoircdh fii s whe daebt dve get oL

Do you think for one moment thaby can divorce your spouse, and God is going to look down on you

from heaven and not notice that you are not paying the debt He has bound you to? Now are you going

to add remarriage on top of that, and claim to be obligated to a new spouse, and thethasdyme

covering your tracks God will forget the original debt? We should already know that this is not true.
Whether our debts are generic, relational, or even monetary, God wants us to address our

indebtedness to one another, and resolve all thingewhi&h | ways paying the cont

whether that is to parents, siblings, or even to those with which we have marital obligations. But using

ifsal vationo as a way out of these debts i s si my

should t&e warning at how this is condemned by the following Scriptures:

From Zacchaeusd6 Exampl e t o WaBblusthAddreesecOurBa pt i st 6 s |
Indebtedness!
About monetary debt and obligations before salvation the Bible gives us the following story:

Luk 19:2 5-6, 8-9 CAB And behold, therevasa man named Zacchaeus, and he was a chief tax

collector, and thisnanwas rich....5é& Jesus ésfaéld ntuos thisni,ay6 Some your
éreceived Hi thThenZajcaihaienngé st ood and said to the
my possessions to the poor; ahtbhave extorted anything from anyone) restoref o u r f90And . 0
Jesus said to hinfi, T o ¢avgtionhas come to this houseée

35


http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB

More than t wenltlyedti onresso fAidrax menti oned in the Bi
does nospecifically link them with sin

Mat5:46-47, 9:9-12; (10:3); 11:19 18:17 21:31:32, Mar2:14-17, Luk 3:12-13; 5:27-32; 7:29-34;

15:1; 18:1014; 19:1-10.

For this reason John the Baptist commanded the repentant tax coligobs] | ect not hi ng
theamounwh i ch has been doknBid 0ABg Due tothe ynjoist poldical(

structure afforded to tax collectors during New Testament times, Zacchaeus had been given many
chances over many years to extort a lot of money from a lot of people who were heavily taxed at that
time (notice:Luk_19:2. But like practically all other tax collectors, Zacchaeus did not legally owe

these people anything on paper as a result of doing thimydratly before God he owed many of them

a lot for what he stolbefore salvationin the same way, a person may be legailprted on paper

and no longer legally obligated to their first spouse, but before God they are held to a much greater
debt that is of greater value than all the money Zacchaeus ever stole. Love does more than the Law in
making us indebted to each otherddahe marriage debt is enforced by a much mightier fist than all the
legislation that the government could ever make. And if you willfully continue to neglect to pay the
marriage debt to selflessly love, cherish, and provide for your spouse, how waégape the wrath of
God?

Zacchaeus 0 did@otdisdppeqr wider Hetwas sguad instead, Jesus announced that he
was saved because he repented and paid his debts. Although he was in the midst of the process of being
(vertically) forgiven of ever debt that he ever acquired before God, Zacchaeus showdubtingts
still (horizontally) responsiblento the peopleshom he had stolen from by repaying them, instead
of simply fisaying a |little prayer Odsagpeante so of t

How much moreseriousare marriage covenants than money! Money commitments are serious, but
marriage is the most serious horizontal commitment one can make in this life. If Zacchaeus showed us
that monetary debts remain after salvation, we @acebtain that marriage commitments remain all the
more!

Although we know that both would definitely end at death, how much more will original marriage
debts endure more than monetary debts, enduring through salvation, remarriage and everything else? If
sdvation could erase marriage covenants made before salvation, then how much easier could it erase
the financial debt that a person may owe which was stolen and often spent long before they were
saved? And do not neglect to notice that it was only whenh&acs had given to the poor and
addressed his monetary debts (fAin the flesho) \
AToday sal vati on h@uk 18:9CAR). Although ithsicertaimtlatwe engsb
never even thaokoétbobvbpayr Gmdr al cri mes we have
throughout our lives (exRom4:1-8), yet, we had better zealously address our indebtetimnese
anotheri f we wish to have any reasonable hope of 6
Zacchaeus.

And just as John the Baptist commanded the repentant tax colléc®©rs,l | ect not hi ng n
amounwhi ch has been doknBid aABesb allithe mgoreozaaloasly e charged
Herod, the remarriedyBBungp bdMaMe&d4CiR Alsodlar6:18a wf ul  f
Luk 16:1518). This is because the Scriptures say:

1Co_7:4CAB The wife does not have authorit{?>" “*”*°over her own body, but the husbaiuts
And likewise the husband does not have authority bissown body, but the wifeéoes
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Therefore, if one divorces and remarries, they steal their body from their lawful spouse and give it to
another to whom it does not belong! We must make restitution as much as possible if webleope to
saved like Zacchaeus was.

This much that we have addressed here can be clearly seen, but the problem is that we are unwilling
to repent and make restitution in this area, because we are stubbornly committed to the slavery of the
flesh and it sins, andilvby no means obey God when it means sacrificing our own selfish happiness
to actually love other people in truth, as God commanded.

Jesus Commands us to Face Our Indebtedness

Instead of being like Zacchaeus, we make up excuses to maintain our stpleryploy saying it

became Arepossessedo after salvation. Somehow,
what God did in making us belong to them) and |
obligations because of religious affilion. What sick and filthy perversion! Where is anything like this

ever taught in the Scriptures? Oh, how we have become like the Pharisees!

Mat_15:49 WEB For God commandeds 0o v s (-t8us)i tagingy n @ Honor your father
and, 60He who speaks evi l of [foastrhse giividseatomaont h er I
insholie]l. @ But you say, OWhoever may tell miglek f at her
otherwise have gotten from me |g|ﬁ devoted to God i ; sisiit. a gift fig., cultural, contextual applicatiorn God(i.e.

releasing me from being obligated/ indebted to)},lpuf)6 he shall NOt ce i ie.notatall honor+ his fatre r or mot her
You have made the commandment of God \a@dause of your tradition7 You hypocrites! Well did

Isaiah prophesy of you,sayinfd 6 These people draw near tme me Wwi
with their lips But their heart is far from me9 And in vain do they worshime, Teaching as

doctring[ s o ¥ i s ¢ 3 U Uideachingiad izaztingsfules made bys 0y o & didmandmenisoime n . 6 0

[** AHweposboul d take mdttee nt meetanish adifd nanci al s Ui br3-18t espocormpard Ti 5:1%18 me r o u s
This is contrasted sharply with simply fAhonoringo \oirdcdgnizzaseadriee | i ps i n
Ahypocrisyd when pointed out | ike this]

Do you see the following from Mat 157

T Children owed their parents fAhonoro

1 God ordained and commanded it

1 The Pharisees excused sons and daughtershiisr@odordained debt to their parents by religious

commitments

Il n the name of fAGododo they made void the very

We do the same thing when we say that salvation somehow frees us from our original marriage

commitments

T 1t i sfmetedtome ofi t he New Covenanto that makes
owe to our spouses, but the hypocrisy and lawlessness of the Pharisees

)l
1

Applying Mat 15: Repent of the Lawless Hypocrisy of thé&hariseesi Obey Godds Comma
Pay Peoplewhat You Truly Owe Them Before God

Mat_16:1112 CAB How is it you do not perceive that | did not speak to you about bread, but to

beware of théeaveno f t he Phar i s e &sThea thely utSlerstoddutateHe gid?not say to
beware of the leaverf bread, but of theoctrinejieaching)of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Luk 12:1CAB é B e wa r e leavdnof thehPdariseesyhich is hypocrisy
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Notice that He did not say that the | eaven of t
ist,roi cbtut rather He said it was Ahypocrisy. o An
release people fromtheirGadr dai ned debts to thei rMani&46).i ages
| hope you can see that we are doing essentially the exaetthang in the area of marriage that the

Pharisees were doing in their day with childrer
work and purpose. Higdeemingvor k of sal vation i n a uptahgworgnos |
of makirg two people one (and indebted to one another) in a valid marriage covenant! Remember He
said,

Luk 11:17CABé Every kingdom divided against itself |i:¢
a house falls.

God will not forget the commitments that Hersonally sealed when a person is made one with their
lawful spouse, because He will not contradict His own work. God takes covenants seriously. He will
remember the debts that He ordained to be kept as holy marriage covenants. Because He sealed this
covenant, He will also condemn everything that defies and profanes this covenant, including
remarriage.

Salvation Has No Bearing on the Validity of Marriage Covenants
Although a lot changed when | repented of my sins to follow and obey Jesus, when | widsosave
sin | did not all of the sudden turn around and find myself lawfully married to a spouse! This may

sound | i ke a funny statement, but | et me go onc¢e
this would not make their marriage unlawful. \&dlon neither binds an unmarried person in marriage
nor does it fAunbindd a married person from thei

we should know that salvation is infinitely powerful to save sinners fronsaivation never change
the status of anyoneds .marriage covenant bef or e

Why am | making such a big deal out of such an obvious point? Because despite these obvious
realitesmanychurcpoer s still say that 1 f onamdtheggot not A s
i s a wvhilek cemarriedthen their second marriage is no longer adultery, because now they are a
Achristian, 06 and dal | 2Co%hl7)nDosousae that weane,suggeétiag thato ¢ Kk ¢
sal vation changes oneods maisnotoager adulter bgaisst thefirstwe s ¢
marriage after Asalvationo?

Whilepeopl e go on saying, Al 6m forgiven of my di
order to avoid obeying the Scriptures and convincing ourselves out of our modeszhtgaspur
marriage state has changed by figetting savedo \
obligation to our first marriage covenant, nor will it exempt us from the repentance that God calls us to
in forsaking relationships that He calldudterous and sinful.

If remarriage is somehow considered adulterous by God, it is clearly because God considers another
marriage valid. That valid marriage, which shows a remarriage to be adultsonst cease to exist
because one is save&alvatiorwill not and cannot delete that (first) valid marriage, because,
salvation does not c¢change oneb6s marit al status

A valid marriage covenant i s not | isikcesughi ns t he
covenants are not s{aCo7:28 36-39; 1Ti 4:3Y Danl11:37 Heb13:4)! Because being one flesh
with your lawful spouse is actualjpodandisnosin, | awf ul fAmarri ageo cover
Aforgivenol! Sal vation reinf or cfeomredponsibiligytoheat i s
good, one flesh thing which God made!
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So we see then, if a remarriage is adulterous, it will continue to be defined this way by God as long

as the first, good, | awful marri ageprcaywermnanwi lcle
forgive you of being obligated to what is good,
2Co51T WeMust Believe that nAll TITMITHQWI Have
HYPOCRISY!

| hope these things are clear to us by now, but for thecsdke a | | understanding an

2 Corinthians 5:17, especially because it is in the name of this Scripture that many church people try to
justify their inconsistent assumptions about marriage and salvation

2C05:17CABét h e o dssedhbway beboldp things have become new

This is a very powerful Bible verse that | quote in prayer on a regular basis. But if we practice what |
cal l AFragmented Presumptuous Theol ogyo then we
rest d the Bible, including the immediate context of 2 Corinthians 5:17 itself, to pretend this verse into
saying that God fAmakes al l marriage relationshi
righteousness, we are intently hearing a filthy prostitute preaas that we have randomly stop being
| awfully bound to people we dondét want to be me
to stay in are all of the sudden changed so that they are no longer sin for us. | beg you to hear: this
irrationd mindlessness is a damnable crime which you will certainly not escape the hot wrath of God
for falling into!

My prayer for your benefit is that you will agree that a closer look at this passage shows us that it is
being much more specific and focused tharst church goers have often given it credit for.

Basic Points We All Already Know About 2Co 5

1 If a person with wrinkles becomes a follower of Jesus, we all know that their wrinkles do not
automatically disappear at conversion, nor does their hair elatgr! And why is that? | thought
6al |l t hi ng dNotblae reotrmeck this Scdpture, but rather, the crude foolishness that
we seek to change it into! (compaviat 5:39 2C011:1921)

1 We know this does not mean that a person is made physyoalhg again, especially because this
has already been discussed and specified in the Scriplotex 1-10)

1 It goes without saying that this verse is talking about forgiving sins and making humans into new
creations inside spiritually, not changing thahysical nature so that they are young again, or are
no longer physically related to their parents or spouses.

T While O6making all things newd does change the
not change the relationship debt we owe owusps (horizontally, in the flesh)
T Claiming 6éall things have become newd in orde

remarriage would have to presuppose that salvation stops a person from being married to their first
spouse and makes them marriedtt he per son they committed adul
sound ridiculous?

T Making o6all things newd obviously does not <ch
hook so that they are honger obliged to their spouses and can continue to commit adultery with
ot her p e o piltmatdssthe sxpob apposts df Biblical Christianity that demands
repentanceand the new birth of righteousness that sets us free from sin (for exRopies, 7,
and8:1-17)!

Let us not ignore the meaning of this verse by forgetting the verse that precedes it
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2Co 5:1617CAB é f r o m nwveewegaedna,u citpercieva no one according to the fleshEven
though we have known Christy A i amisred onpaccording to the flesh, yet now we knéim thusno
longer. 17 Therefore [+ i 0 Secause of this (i.e. what we just sgdf anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old things passed away; behold, all things have becawe

Please Notice These Points When Considering 2Co 5

1 Verse 16 specificallexcludesif | esho from being included with
addressed by the passage.

T The scalphmgoo ft héeetbecmenew i n ver se 1% ifidgelxessirhuy 0iwerdCd
mentioned in verse 16.

1 fallthingd specifically excludes Afl esh. o

T Marriage is a covenant bas egoaonefleslib GenzXhrg. (i . e.

1 fallthingg becoméewnhgspeci fically excludefieshh he real m

1 Marriage, divorce, and remarriage are on the plafieglithatd oes not HfAbecome ne\
salvation.

|l f we die to this Ilife to follow Jesus, God f or

incredible, supernatur al Joh3ryle) bueHeidaes ot wipedutiourt h o f
fleshly responsibilities and obligations in the process. By making us new and setting us free from sin,
He does not allow us to get away with disregarding justice by neglecting to meet our responsibilities to
others, but Jesus actually enables us to do what we wewdd fulfill in our sinful flesh in being
devoted to loving other people, and in every way fulfilling and even surpassing our responsibilities to
care for and provide for each other. This definitely includes marriage in the same way as it includes our
responsibilities to honor our parents and take care of our children, and lawful marriage is even more of
an enduring obligation than all of these things!

We should repent of making excuses to avoid our lawful responsibilities before God, and we should
insteal b e gpemeivé o orfe accordingfleshd 2G05:16J0s.1rans). Then we can be spiritually
mi nded and be released from |Iliving in sin when
(2Cao5:17cB), and never make the gross mistake of thinking we can be released from our lawful
marriage covenants (which are accomplished in our flesh by God) by some filthy, treacherous, and
unbi bl i cal v ithatwnaked us modoagervesponsibleto dur fellow man and lawful
spouse!

College Debts Teach Us about Marriage Debts

We know of many college students in Florida in my home city who loaded up massive amounts of debt
while going through college. Some o&#e students responded to Jesus, and renounced their former
evil ways of living in luxury and indulgence and now want to follow Jesus and walk in truth from here
on out. What do you suppose | should council them to do about all of their student loaredarehid

debt? Should they cal/l up their creditors and s
owe you anything anymore because oOal l things at
that this would be wrong, and refusingo@y debts can sometimes get a person into serious trouble!
Woul dndét it instead be right of me to remind t1l
went over), and how he paid back debts to follow Jesus? We see then that obligations that we have
gained in our flesh do not automatically Ago a\
The Bible says that covenants cannot be broken, as established toward the end of chapter 1, (where
we pointed ouGal3:15 . Thi s 1 s $&deldsaandtke cavenpngstheyanade to pay them)
are based on their fAphysical sideo and not on t

flesh) does not become new at salvation. Marriage covenants are almost entirely based on flesh
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[Exfiét he t wo wdondflestbecén2@ ] and practically do not
spiritual invol vement o on the behalf of a coupl
So whether or not you are saved does not have a bearing on whether or natry@agens valid.

1Co 7717 The Command to Remain With a Pagan Spouse Proves Salvation

Does Not Change One Flesh
Those believers who were already married to unsaved spouses when they believed, were commanded
to remain married to those unbelieving spous€x(7:12-16). If these unions were not validly binding
marriage covenants established and sealed by Gc¢
would not have beecommanded to remain marriedf the marriage to an unsaved spouse was not
valid due to their lack of salvation, then 1 Corinthians 7t62vould be a command to remain in
fornication! I f the verse that says dAall things:s
been undone, then they would have committed fornicationayynst together!

So original marriage unions are not undone by salvation, and it should be easy for all of us to say that
this would be a ridiculous (and clearly unbiblical) thing to believe. But | also hope we will stick with
the obvious when it comes tlivorce and remarriage: If we are consistent then we willssay
previously adulterous remarriage would still be adultery (if continued) even if one did get truly saved.
They must then face up to the reality of their legitimate marriage covenant an fitrsadulterous
one, or else walk away from Jesus.

Summaries of Salvation and Marriage 1 It is Absolutely Clear that these
Standards Apply to Everyone!

In the end, it is really simple: Althoughave sought to make these explanations helpful to you, in the

end the question about adulterous remarriage and getting saved is extremely simple and basic, and | am
consistently amazed at how much we have to wrestle through just to get people to belobearthnd

simple thing that Jesus said

LUk_16:18CAB EVGT!OI’]E[ fieveryone @vergon®iiCh,r iveelilan, i who, diworc&saM&wHe and
marries another commits adult€f/°; i s ¢ ommi t t i Goresent Tansis commitineasideny; and
everyone who marries a woman who is divorced from her husband commits &dtfiteryommiting
adul t el qyUP(esent Femsés committing adultery.

If we believe this verse, we will know that it is universallypkgade with or without salvation. If we

believe Jesus, we wil/l believévelydneat®o tlieyaduldoanr
believe this yet, then you are not a Biblical Christian yet, and you need to repent and start believing and
obeyirg Jesus.

Becoming a o6christiandé and O6having your sins f
Because of this, anyone who claims christianity and pretends that it gives them a license to keep doing
what Jesus calls adultery is a blatantianeed of repentance. This goes without saying, and there is
no more time in this desperate hour when souls need truth to spend our lives playing such religious
games! Here the Words of Jesus now, and, perhaps for the first time, take Him serioudtievshga
divorce and remarriage is adultery!

It goes without saying that those who pretend
excuse in the world to keep doing the same sins that they want to do, including adulterous remarriage.
We domdétannyeenore Opretend salvationsoé | ike this
to 6get saveddé and finding reasons to stay in t
that they actually started leaving it! And ifourgeméri on keeps on O0getting s:
living in sin, then what did they get saved from anyway?
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Mat1l:21CABéand you shall cfad rl HHd ss malnmle SIEVSAISHI s pec
(Also se€Act 3:26)
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CHAPTER 2 06 DIVORCE, ADULTEROUS
REMARRIAGE, AND REAL REPENTANCE

We need Jesus6 salvation! We need the Gospel
and where will we findan escape from such wrath that is due to a rebellious and proud people who do

not care that their standard practice throughout modern churchianity is filled to overflowing with filthy

i mmoralityé and yet no one c amreaderavimods hdadng truth: ov e r
separate yourself from the filthiness; testify against the blatant sin; rebuke the perverted rebellion, and
call all people which God may make available to you to run quickly into the obedience of Jesus!

And how will we knowhow to repent? The Scriptures have declared these things to us. If your heart
will be righteous, then consider and hear the Words of God and the message that has been proclaimed
by Jesus and those He sent to us, as God has continued to warn us dgiémesa remarriage by the
voices of those who have heard His voice.

1. Some Basic Terminology

The Biblical WordsBe hi nd #ADi vorceodo in English
Theprimarywod f or fdi vorceo iz ctoti arp Ol likdallyetolosaamaynt i s
When applied outside of the context of marriage it means to socially dismiss people, and when applied
within the context of marriage it means to socidigmissawifeout of a ma dighmsssalso u s e
were official and formal ways of socially releasindasing awaypeople from the obligation to remain

with the one who wadismissingWith crowds this loosening was given so all the people officially and
corporately recognized that they were no longer obliged to stay and listen to a speaker (for example).
This was back when people actually had the dignity to stay and listen to a dpeakers, and
recognized the perverseness athay neddedto e opsedawvay o f ¢
before leaving, because they actually cared about propriety at that time! But with lasirig away

said that she no longer hadtheghbdit i on or right in society to rert

[Note: We very much look forward to completing and greatly expanding this point whenever God may help us. There is so muchreneag@reo
cover, and there is much more to come in future updaBsd may help us in this way.]

Mat 5:32kseBut | say unto you, That whoever divorG&¥ his wife, except for a saying of
prostitutio’*??jic.fomicaioi, causes her to commit adulteryé

Mat 19:9«ssAnd | say to you, any orfié "> “**shall divorc&°*° his wife, only“***®for prostitutiory***?

7

[i.e. fornication©

As we can see from the passages we have covered and are about to cover, it is certain by the mouth of
Jesus that the civil action of divorce is effective for socially dismissingsna wife from her

husband, but haabsolutely nothing to do with the morally binding obligations of one flesh. You may

be truly released from societyds obligations by
so that you may do as you please with other partners, but inalhe e€morality Jesus has made a

total mockery of our proud pretensions of divorce by publicly calling remarriage out as adultery.
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Defining and Understanding Geographicali Separ ati ono
't is very helpful to be awa rreughodtthd nmagiag&r eek wor
passages:

f vy octrd)z,d (G5563) means to put space between
inherentlygeographical because fAispaceodo is at the very bed
vy octrd)z,d (G5563) i s der jouehdd, (G5561nwhichisthewo r d 1
common word for @eographical expanserrangeofland such ed sloa offaredount ry |
Thisgeographical expandgen t ur n ¢ o me s Y U adsmat (B5490)y whicllis viihere

we get our word Achasmo fr oguff iTxheldll@PaiEdvVn g A c h a:
between the burning part of hellahnd br ahamdéds bosom. o

Spatial Separation Summary ( 1) ( GeSeparatop hii, ¢ axld))@sfk)comes from, (2)

A geographical expangeCauntrdo ( ar ea/ fispaceo), which basicall
[ @iy aeectiasmy, (G5490)]T Needless to say, the connotations of great spaces of separation are very present

in these terms.

As it deals with the primary word for separation: ; o« @)y this geographical separation can
certainly be used f orarfaitg wnrgat icvyeogrepms espesiaflyed n 9 tist
expressed when you are talking about fAseparati:t
Mr. Strong includes in his definiodBbno6dp@EEisepart
Being sensitive to thigeographical essendespecially as it is applied to people) can be very critical

for understanding a number of important passages.

1Co_7:10ca8 Now to those who have married | command, yet not |, but the Lord: Awvife: is not
to beseparatedpassivelyl[ ¢ v 1 =ta ( fsom hen husbandl

If we areinformed about the Greek word behind this term, then we can more specifically understand
what Paul is actually saying for a husband not to do.

He s geyrotl, but the Lordi In otherwords:6 1 6 m c ommandi notghepne who b u't
originated t hi s itisaearahatdPaul idreiteratisg thie Blowirlg commands that
Jesus had already given against such geographi

Mat19:56 KJ2000é a manéshal | cleave to bne fwhdwmewférand t
they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore Gogbim&sl| « ¢ = v @ tawesetiyokeq together, let

not man put aSUHC%SF&[ Giv) omorW0F 2,¢a53)i i é | et place roamdetweeni same Greek word asedin 1Co_7:10.

(also seeMar 10:9

And what do these Scriptures show us about geographical separation? If we are sensitive to the Greek
we can particularly see that a command not to ¢
geographicbspace between the one flesh, after God has yoked them together in marriage. This

c o mma n d pub gpace lletweéd t he one fl esh relationship, I S
includes a divorce (compare¥and v.9). Though divorce oseparation may be defying what God has

accomplished it does not actually stop Godds wc
it is to fiplace room betweeno it, and this is

being geographically separated by a divorce.
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If it is adultery to remarry, we can see clearly that the one flesh relationship has remained perfectly
intact despite the separation and divorce, and it continues standing to testify against remarriage. So God
teaches us her geogrépbaliyith sparé beteeen thogseommom God has made into
onerelationallyi n substance. 0

Remarriage After Divorce? i No Permissive Statement Given

There is no permissive statement whatsoever in the whole New Bestabout remarriage after

divorce. (Though there are a few that liberals slander as giving permission to divorce and remairry,
which we cover later in this work, there are no actual Bible verses that really do this). The only
permissive statements in theM Testament allowing remarriage is when a person may marry another
afterdeath not divorce.

2. Deuteronomy 24 0 A Brief Preview
Summary of The Mosaic Law of Divorce And
Remarriage

Because we cover this passage a little later in much greater detail under the point entitled,
fiDeuteronomy 24 Told the People Not to Return After Repentance from Remardagave ar e sSi r
giving a very brief summary here:

A. A Brief Summary of Deu 24:1-4

v. 17 Moses puts forth a typical case where a man might divorce his wife for whatever reason

v. 271 She will typically remarry

v. 3T The second husband might also divorce her, or else die

v. 41 The command in such a context is that the first husband cannot take her back after she is defiled

B. Basic Notes About Deu 24:1-4
Notice these basic things abddu_24:14 when reading the following passages

This law (passively) permits (@ccommodats divorce and remarriage

In verses 13 Moses puts forth a typical scenario in order to enact a particular, limiting command in

verse 4

1 As we can see in a moment, Jesus attributes this law as an accommodation for the hardness of heart
of evil people Mat 19; Mar_10)

1 All of the passages that follow (in the Old and New Testaments) hinge in the context of this divorce

permission given in the Law of Moses

)l
)l

C. The Great Mystery Surrounding Deu 24:1-4

| would urge the reader to consider the great mystery sudogithis passage. If Moses had settled the
matter of divorce and remarriage here, then surely the rest of the Scriptures would be content to set
themselves within the boundaries of what had already been established. But for some great and eternal
mysteryof spiritual wisdom, every time God revisits the issues described in this passage He is always
grieved and burning for something higher and greater which was not yet able to be established in the
days of Moses. As you read the following passages pleas#thearted (unlike those who originally
received this law) and search out the Word of God to see why this accommodation was made, and why
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God is constantly yearning for something more to be said here, all throughout history until the glorious
day Jesus spped on the scene to finally proclaim and establish all righteousness.

3.Malachi2 0 Godo&s Sur pppostionofy O
Divorce and Astonishing Persistence in
Affirming Original Marriage!

Malachi 2 Prep i A Necessary Technical Textual Explanation
Before reading the main summary from Malachi on divorce and remarriage | need to make some very
important explanatns:

Malachi teaches a lot about divorce and remarriage. But before we can draw conclusions from this we
actually have to address a very difficult challenge which most English versions never even mention:
The book of Malachi has many textual variationpateling on what source text you use, and it is
sometimes extremely difficult to determine which ones are right. To solve this painful difficulty
(especially for the purposes of this book) this is what | have done:

(1) Thoroughly compiled all three majarigce textsi(XX, MT & DSS), especially for Miachi two*

and,

(2) Included in this book a very brief and concise summary of this textual analysis where all three texts
agree for the basis of what is being taught here about divorce and remarriage. If God permits, we are
about to look at this critical Machi textual summary in a moment.

Lest anyone say | Dbased my conclusions about m:
Malachi, | am instead concluding upon what virtually every ancient source text available for Malachi
agrees in transitting to us about what God says about the one flesh covenant through this prophet. To

do this, | have not only compared multiple translations of these source texts to address what most
people are reading in English, but | have also looked into the drignguages to confirm as many

details with the greatest accuracy as reasonably possible for the following textual summary of Malachi
(not to mention the much more thorough textual compilation which it is based on).

For this summary | have labored over rarous years and countless hours in research into ancient
source texts to give you a summary of the safest possible conclusions that | can determine for the
original, key thoughts of the passage from Malachi that we are considering here. You are more than
free to: (1) also do all of this research yourself to determine the best readings for this passage from
Malachi 2, especially since | have already compiled a lot of the necessary information for doing this*
(and I have given the background information foderstanding all of this in my Bibliography**) or
else, (2) you can also consider my source text summary here.

Further Reading
A much more thorough explanation for this &6Mal:
www. TrueConnection.org/goto/mal

** To understand my methodology in greater detail for determining these technical source text
guestions, please see the online version oBaiographyu n d d-indingtliie Old Testament o
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Malachi 21 A Source Text Summary: God Opposes their Divorce and

Reaffirms their First Marriage

God is resolutely angry at ignorant and wicked men for divorcing their wives, and says that He still
bears witness ttheir original covenant despite their divorce

Here is a summary of what | would say are the best readings and most certain summaries from all of

the source texts of this passage from Malachi 2, verse by verse, and point by point:

v. 13

Mal2:13iGod is angry with them dexsipdidoe)withhearstheact t |

altar of the Lord, an@Bwith weeping and groani:t
Mal 2:130 7 God resolutely refuses to honor or receive tesperate prayers, sacrifices and pleas for
hel p, but insteadég

v. 14

Mal 2:14a7 When they askWhy? 0xx: s Us §sidiUonaccountoiwhaPHe s ol emnl y decl ar
Mal2:1dbiiBecause the Lord has borne wiuthkeEasB) bet we
Mal2:14ci And al t hough they had divorced their wive:
Mal 2:14d7 fé she is your companigrand thewife of your covenand WEB) [ L x x o gaills Gd| d iiic g

lit. and woman of your covendnt

v. 15

Mal 2:15a1 God takes full credit for making it this way

Mal 2:15 71 This has something to do with retainigse Ar emnant 0 of (righteo
Mal2:1ciBecause of this, they are t thewifeaftheiryduthei r
(their first wife)

v. 16

Mal 2:16a1 God opposes their divorger showsGo d i hitirt Mah 2515 while the LXX basically shows this iMal_2:13
(though this Ahatredo i s not st ahowthe naers beingeghilty bf hatrédibyedividch§ the wifdbobthelr yottth e L X X
by sayi ng, thdityouwhateand send ther)io@ndaswa y @a3.Trans.LXX)]

Mal 2:160 7 God says this is because a profound wickednesss: violence; 1xx: irreverencefl C OV € I S 0
Something DSS: Godds garment; MT/ LXX: thet anantdtse ngarTrEemtdee(pDWhelfbhrmu d XtXs ma
they do this

Mal 2:16c1 So God says again to guard their own spirits and not divorce

v. 17

Mal 2:177 God is angry with them over theirwordsfomay i ng, f@AEvery one that
sight of the LORD, and he delightsinthem or , Wher e i s tKia®0QGod of | u
[*LXX: "3 °~ 9 Bli. in the countenance (offig. in front of, or Abefored (NETS)]

[ ** L XX d Gilis hastested and approve(dig. thought/ judgell , o @tliem well/ good U]

Meshing Malachi Together to Clearly Demonstrate its Implications on this
Issue

The following important summaries asare conclusionsf definite truth from God through Mallaic
about marriage that we can definitely see,matter what source text we ysspecially as we mesh
Malachi with a few other passages to further confirm and draw all of these things together:
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1. fithe Lord has borne witness (Mal 2:14CAB; Gen2:22 24-25; Mat19:46) of a per sonb.
(lawful) marriage covenaiial 2:14b; Mat 5:28 32, 19:9-10; Mar 10:12-12; Luk 16:18 without
regard of a church or past@€n2:21-24; Mat 19:4-6; Mar 10:6-9; Eph5:30-32), (which is contrary

to whatAugustinefalsely taughtaseen n t he appendi x entitled, #fAThe
undAugustin® ) . This is because Godds establishment
covenant was in the Garden of Edée(2:21-:25 , and it has been this wa
(Mat 19:8).

2. Andthis wife that they were marriedtowast h e  wi f e dMWal2t14 eneirfirstwifelut h 6
because of the initial marriage covenavia(2:14).

3. As the witness of this covenamiidl 2:14).

4. Godisthe one who did thisal2:15 s o t hat é

5. Evenatter the divorce (Mal 2:14, 16)

6. And remarriage*these men of Isra@lere still married to their first wife ( i Sstye@ ur é wi f e o

your c oMaE2rlaNETS). o

Note: We can besure that the children of Israel generally took advantage of the Mosaic divorce and
remarri age A p eDentd:$Z riotoonlydbecgusevitesmould seem obvious by now that

they did, but also because the Bible specifically shows us that theyalinbimber of passages

(1Sa25:44 Mat 19:3 7-8; Mar 10:2-5; and comparddg14:20, Notice also that Moses and Jesus both
presumed that the woman was going to remarry after a divorce, so (according to Moses and Jesus) it is
likely that the majorityof these woman in Malachi 2 had remarried after their husbands divorced them.
Despite theemarriage of the majority of the women after their divorce, God was not concerned about
the second or third spouses of the men or the women in this passage, ldutonle ~ wi f e 60 f t h
This is because every new marriage that the first wife olutairaes clearly defiling and adulterous

(Aéaf teddmtichgate 1 s Deu2didCABHaddGod remembered her first marriage

and showed that her subsequent remarriages were not established by Him. God was only proclaiming
Himself to be the witness of the divorced wife of their youth in Maladhil 2:14a) no matter what

she hd done in remarriage in the mean time.

7. Theirignoranceof the severity of the covenatitat they madeMal_2:14) had no effect at all to
nullify its punishmentvhen violated Mal 2:13 1516) . Despi t e t he f{fxaict t ha
wouldcoved Wi t h  t ears the altar of t hevala3CAB)Gaand wi t
still did not listen to themMal 2:13) because of their divorcél@l 2:14, 16). They found no
accepted repentance or forgiveness because in their hardness dléwaftl2 Mat_19:8
Mar_10:5 and stubborn rebelliorEko 32:910; 33:25; Deu_9:48, 13, 24; 31:2627, 32:2Q
2Ch_30:8Psa_78:8lsa_48:4 Act_7:5153) they were away from their first wivesial 2:11, 14-
16) leaving them to the defilement and adultery of remarriage (as shown previously).

Some may wonder why |1 go to such | engths to malk
referencing every smallest point of every verse. But if you wonder why, it may be becahsegou
not experienced how few people believe these verses. Pastors, church leaders, and many other
seemingly reasonabl e people al most always read
and remarry, 0 or, fAGod nf osrugc hv eas ruesma rervieang ew hreenl a
recognizes second marriages after divorce and would not want you to break them up to return to the
first spouse. O

| also write this to draw out understanding so that you will not miss the HUGE implicationstof wha
Malachi is used to teach us here. | hope you walk away from reading Malachi having both understood,
and embraced what is said, because if you do, you have surpassed 98% of the church who simply
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