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PREFACE INFORMATION AND 

EXPLANATIONS  

 

1. Considerations, Contact, & Copyright  

General things to consider when you read this book 

 

The Website for this Book ï www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 
You are encouraged to visit the official website for this work, www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com, 

which is a sub-ministry of my main website, www.TrueConnection.org. Here you can view this entire 

book in its most up-to-date form as a webpage (HTML), download it as a PDF, follow the many ñliveò 

links throughout this work, find the short PDF ñtrackò version of this teaching, and much more. 

It should be noted that the most official and up-to-date version of this book, including the appendices 

and all other components on up to the main teaching itself should always be considered to be the 

versions that are online. Please check online for all corrections and updates. In many ways, especially 

initially, these things are printed simply as a convenience and as a help for many who would find it 

challenging to spend hours online reading them from a computer screen.  

 

We are in ñBeta Stageò ï Please Help Us with Corrections and Feedback 
When reading this work, please consider emailing me with feedback: Josiahs@TrueConnection.org. 

This book is still in ñBeta stage,ò and especially because of this, we need all of the help we can get with 

this ñwork in progress,ò especially in preparation for future revisions and printings: Feedback goes a 

long way, and is deeply appreciated.  

Because of the magnitude of this book and the infinite nature of truth, we expect to be updating this 

book frequently. If God permits, we expect to be making major revisions and significant updates a year 

or more after printing this book, and will need to print more correct and helpful copies very soon after 

the first ñBeta Release.ò Whatever you can do to help us find and make these critical changes is very 

needed and appreciated. If you give us another year of prayer and pursuit of truth, it is sure with Godôs 

help that we will not only have many corrections, but also many more exciting and critical additions 

that we will be constrained to add to this book, making major updated printings in the near future 

nearly unavoidable, as long as God may let us live and work for His good proclamation. 

 

If You Are Poor, Please Contact Us With Questions 
Contact us if you have more questions about divorce and remarriage in general, or this book project 

specifically. We are especially here to help if you are in troubled and complicated relationship 

situations, and want to do what is right and Biblical. Male and female helpers are usually available for 

prayer and counseling as needed: www.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html 

 

If you are poor, humble, and in need of truth, we are here to help. 

 

Technical Copyright Information 
Copyright © Josiahs Scott, All rights reserved* 

7/12, 7/28, 11/25, & 12/7/2002; 3/10, 11/14/2003 (versions: A-D); 4/23/2004 (A-E); 1/25 ï 9/4/2006 

(A-E), 1/29/08 (A-D), 3/6/2009-2010; 2/25/10-4/23/10 (A-O); (other dates); 7/13/10-9/21/10; 11/7/10; 

11/26/10-12/25/10; 12/26/10 ï 2/14/2011; 2/15/2011 ï 11/12/11 

http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://www.trueconnection.org/
mailto:Josiahs@TrueConnection.org
http://www.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html
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* This notice serves as a record of revisions that this book has undergone, as well as a method to avoid 

having anyone ever misuse it with bad motives. This means that this book is officially copyrighted to 

protect it from those with money in mind, and to preserve it for free redistribution, especially in the 

unlikely event that someone might think to make money off of it rather than maximizing its 

distribution. You are permitted and encouraged to copy and redistribute this work in its entirety, by 

means of standard copy machines or electronic documentation as long as you make no money off of it. 

If you wish to reproduce this work on larger scale, mass-production equipment, please contact me at 

Josiahs@trueconnection.org. You may also quote this document, by citing the reference as:  ñDivorce 

and Remarriage Repentance Revolutionò By Josiahs Scott, www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

 

2. How To Use This Book  

The important, unique features that you will need to keep in mind when reading this book 

 

Hebrew and Greek Basics 
The big picture on how critical Hebrew and Greek details affect the contents of this book 

Essentially, the Old Testament was first written in Hebrew (with a little Aramaic), and then we also 

have it officially translated into Greek, while The New Testament was mostly simply written in Greek 

(with the exception of at least Matthew and Hebrews) so at various times, we English speakers need 

help extracting Scripture out of imperfect representations of the Bible. 

I am a student of the original languages so as to be as accurate and truly Biblical  as possible. 

Whenever I correct or clarify a translation, I often do so by inserting corrections and or important facts 

within [brackets] and sometimes marking out inaccuracies. I also translate some passages myself 

especially when I cannot find a translation that accurately represents what the actual Greek says. I call 

this, ñJos.Trans.ò which is short for ñJosiahsô Translation,ò and this is covered in detail in the 

Bibliography. 

    But beyond these basic translational needs, there are also more advanced details from the original 

languages that often need to be represented in technical abbreviations and symbolsé  

 

Representing More Advanced Details From the Ancient Languages 
Methods I use for communicating and abbreviating the more technical needs of Hebrew and Greek in 

English 

 

Note: Most of these things are explained in much more detail in the Bibliography (including many of the 

symbols I use here). 

Within a number of the Bible passages quoted throughout this work, I have added numbers alongside 

many of the words to indicate a reference to the original languages. Each number that you can find is 

based off of the standard convention as established and assigned by Strongôs Hebrew and Greek 

Dictionaries (James Strong, S.T.D., LL.D., 1890; See ñStrongôsò herein). Each number is a standard 

reference to a Hebrew or Greek word so that the English reader can quickly and easily secure a 

dictionary definition with virtually no knowledge of the original languages, simply by looking up each 

number. With this I have conformed to a contemporary adaptation of this convention by adding ñGò or 

ñHò (as done by e-Sword Bible software) next to the numbers to indicate whether I am referring to a 

Greek or Hebrew definition. 

I also use the common conventions for some advanced abbreviations and terminology representing 

very technical details about Greek grammar (see RMAC and ALS herein). Please see the Bibliography at 

the end for more details to better understand these grammatical tools for Greek that I use in this work. 

mailto:Josiahs@trueconnection.org
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#GNT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#KoineGreek
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#JosTrans
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#eSword
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#RMAC
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#ALS
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
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As you can see, I have gone to great lengths to hold myself accountable as much as possible to the 

reader by including such details that I present throughout this work, so that if you wish, you may look 

up and verify the statements that I make here, and see for yourself if they are factual. 

 

MT vs. LXX ï Old Testament Source Texts 
Whenever quoting from the Old Testament, I consistently try as much as possible to quote from 

whatever ancient version of each Old Testament book it is that is used and preferred by Jesus and the 

Apostles. Please donôt let this alarm you too much if this means that a number of Old Testament quotes 

in this book will be somewhat different from most printed Bibles available today, since most of what 

we use today is almost always based off of the current version of the Hebrew text of the Old 

Testament, which is called the ñMasoretic Textò (see MT herein).  Since this version of the Hebrew 

was somewhat given to us and standardized through the Jews in the midst of their rejection of 

Christianity (and the Christians use of the ancient Jewish Greek Old Testament), let it seem reasonable to 

the readers that I would prefer to differ from the majority and defer to the wisdom of Jesus and His 

Apostles when needing to determine which ancient version of the Old Testament is most correct and 

appropriate to use in each quotation.  

If in many places the New Testament demonstrates that we should quote from the Greek Old 

Testament (LXX ) and not the current Hebrew (MT) because of the differences, then so be it, because this 

is one of the places that we could actually and accurately say in truth, ñif it was good enough for Peter 

and Paul [and Jesus Himself] then it is good enough for me.ò 

To most effectively understand many of the abbreviations that I use and some of the advanced 

references that are made in this book, it is helpful to know some basic things like the fact that when 

talking about the various versions of the Old Testament, ñMTò commonly stands for ñMasoretic Text,ò 

(the current Hebrew Old Testament) and ñLXXò stands for the Greek Septuagint (the Greek Old 

Testament that the New Testament and early Church frequently used). To learn more about these things 

and many more important details, see the topics in the Bibliography entitled: ñLXXò and ñMT.ò 

 

Genesis 2 Example ï What Do All Of These Details Have To Do With 
Marriage? 
You might wonder why we have to go over all of these details about source texts and advanced facts 

about languages when this is supposed to be a book about marriage, divorce, and remarriage? Well, it 

turns out that the need for source text details can even be seen when looking at some basic, 

foundational statements Jesus makes about the nature of marriage when we consider an important Old 

Testament quote from two different source texts and compare it with the Words of Jesus and Paul when 

they quote from this passage. Which one of the source texts (MT or LXX ) makes the most sense to use 

as our base text: 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#HOT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
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Genesis 2 ï in the MT , LXX , and GNT 

OT  ð MT  

What we 

usually use 

Gen_2:24 éandé they 
shall be one 

fleshé 
KJ2000 
Translation 

OT  ð LXX  

What the NT 

usually uses 

Gen_2:24 éandé 
The[y]  two 

[Greek: 
ɞ ŭɨɞ] 

shall become 

one fleshé 
[Greek: Ůɠ 
ůɟəŬ ɛŬɜ] 

CAB 
Translation 

NT  

Mat_19:5 éandé 
they two 
[Greek: 
ɞ ŭɨɞ] 

shall be one 

fleshé 
[Greek: Ůɠ 
ůɟəŬ ɛŬɜ] 

KJ2000 
Translation 

NT  

Eph_5:31 éandé 

 

they two 
[Greek: 
ɞ ŭɨɞ] 

shall be one 

fleshé 
[Greek: Ůɠ 
ůɟəŬ ɛŬɜ] 

KJ2000 
Translation 

Note: OT = Old Testament; NT = New Testament; MT = Majority Text (the Hebrew Old Testament we usually use today); LXX  = The Greek Old 

Testament that the New Testament usually uses 

 

Notes Concerning Genesis 2 and the New Testament 
¶ Did you notice that the Greek of Gen_2:24 (i.e. the LXX ) is exactly the same as the Greek of 

Mat_19:5 and Eph_5:31?  

¶ Did you notice that the Old Testament LXX  agrees more with Jesus and Paulôs quote than the 

Hebrew Old Testament (MT) that we usually use? 

¶ Did you notice that KJ2000 cannot even represent Gen_2:24 (from Hebrew) the same as it does 

Mat_19:5 and Eph_5:31 (from Greek), and you have to look somewhere else (i.e. the LXX ) to find 

the specific reference to ñthe twoò which Jesus and Paul are capitalizing on? 

¶ Have you ever noticed that in Mat_19:5 Jesus uses the LXX  (Greek) to teach about marriage, and He even 

re-emphasizes the differences of the LXX  yet again in the following verse by repeating the LXX  word, 

ñtwoò: 

 

Mat_19:6 WEB  So that they are no more two, but one fleshé 

 

With Jesus even repeating and emphasizing the differences that are not in our Bibles, it is clear that 

Jesus and Paul not only read the LXX  version of Gen_2:24, but they also clearly based their very 

teaching about the nature of marriage on this Greek Old Testament text, and not the current version of 

the Hebrew that is behind our versions. As for this book, in seeking to compile the most authoritative 

resource possible on marriage, it only makes sense to use the same types of texts that Jesus and the 

Apostles trusted and passed down to us in their teachings, and viewed to be authoritative enough to 

base their teachings on, especially because some of these elements that they declare to us are not in our 

Bibles today. 

All of this is only a very small example of all that has gone into the background of compiling this 

book. Many more examples can be seen as you read, and are frequently marked in gray with words like, 

ñTechnical Source text Note.ò 

 

Important Appendix Resources ï Where I Document a Lot of My Extra 
Research 
The Appendix Resources are the extra resources at the end of this book that have important helps and 

documentation for those who are willing and able to do further reading 

I highly recommend readers to frequently refer to the extra resources at the end of this book, especially 

whenever there is information or terminology that a reader is not familiar with. It is almost impossible 

to tackle many of the challenging things in this book without going into the complicated details that lie 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#GNT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#OT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#KJ2000
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#OT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#KJ2000
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#KJ2000
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#OT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
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behind many issues, and we usually end up unearthing many forgotten facts of advanced research. 

While I have labored many countless hours to present these things in the clearest way possible without 

sacrificing truth, there is a very likely chance that you will need to glance at these resources to fully 

understand some of the complicated things that are referred to and addressed throughout this defense of 

one flesh marriage. 

This ñAppendixò area of the book is also sometimes where I might include all of the thorough 

documentation for my research when it becomes too long, complicated and detailed to insert in the 

middle of this work.  

Out of all the tools and resources that I have added to the end of this book in the appendix section, 

the Bibliography and Glossary is probably one of the most critical features which I have poured much 

labor into, and I anticipate it will be worth your while to avail yourself of all of the information and 

definitions in this resource. Many of the unusual words and terms that you can find in this book are 

defined back in the Bibliography and Glossary. If you find a word or some complicated terminology that 

you need to understand that is not in this appendix resource, then please email me so that I can have the 

option of adding it to future additions of this book. 

The abbreviations that I use for the names of the books of the Bible, and the documentation for all of 

the Bible versions that I reference and many of the other Biblical tools that I use are all given in the 

Bibliography and Glossary. 

 

For the printed version of this book, please see the table of contents at the beginning of this book for an 

overview of these extra resources at the end.  

 

A Heart for True Salvation 
For all clarity and confirmation: The notable need for the details of source texts and ancient languages 

is definitely not our greatest need! If we would simply be faithful with what we already have, it 

would be enough to call us to desperate brokenness and repentance. By far our greatest initial need is 

not for more novel information, but for some actual obedience to that which is more or less already 

been made accessible to us all when we clearly read in the Words of Jesus the demand for repentance 

from living in sin, and His call to forsake all to follow Him (Luk_14:25-35). It is time we saw some 

church people actually repent with sackcloth and ashes and great morning for sin, so that we may all 

have some faint hope of salvation from a merciful God who comes with real salvation in His wings! 

I write this book with an excited but burdened heart, because I care for the True salvation of all 

people, including so many church people who say that they belong to Jesus, most of whom do not. If 

you are rich, and filled with the affirmation of your own life and have consolation from your own 

wealth of experiences and understandings but are willing to endure with this book despite your 

competence in these matters, then I would ask you to either repent quickly (Mat_3:6-12) or stop reading 

this book: 

 

Mat_3:7 CAB But seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

ñBrood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 

 

In the same way, I am not here to entertain rich people but I have only written this book for poor and 

humble people who are serious about obeying Jesus and being hungry for truth, because only poor 

people can be saved (ex. Mat_5:3-13; Luk_6:20-26). I have not written in this book anything that 

pertains to benefiting people who are already filled and confident (as in 1Co_4:8-13), and unwilling to 

repent to conform to the Bible (like 2Co_7:6-11 displays). And ultimately, what is your heart or soul 

really worth* anyway, unless at some point we lay hold of a basic and desperate commitment to obey 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
mailto:Josiahs@TrueConnection.org?subject=Suggestion%20for%20Divorce%20and%20Remarriage%20Repentance%20Revolution
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/#Print
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the Bible, no matter what? Nothing in this book or even in the Bible itself will truly benefit any of us 

until we cry with a desperate plea: 

 

Rom_3:4 Jos.Trans.**  ...let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, óthat you may be justified 

in your words, and overcome in your being judged. 

 
[* ñworthless peopleò: Jas_2:20 ( ɜɗɟɤˊŮ əŮɜɏ ï empty/ vain/ ñworthlessò man); Jer_2:5; Rom_1:21; Gal_6:3; Zec_11:17 (i.e. H457/ G3152); (Also compare: 

Psa_94:8-11; 1Co_3:20; Jas_1:26)] 
[** ñJos.Trans.ò stands for ñJosiahsô Translationò ï which is directly and literally from the Greek (as seen in the Bibliography)] 
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CHAPTER 1 ð DEMANDING A 

REVOLUTIONARY RETURN  TO THE 

GARDEN  

 

1. An Initiating Callé (An Introduction)  

 

There is a forsaken truthé will you dare to believe it? 

 

Greetings to all who read and hear this message, and may favor, goodness and truth be given to you to 

obey the Scriptures when reading this book.  

My name is Josiahs Scott, and I hope as you read throughout this book that I have written for you, 

that you will be willing to consider what the Bible says about divorce and remarriage no matter how 

hard it is to accept, knowing that it is worth whatever the cost to come into agreement and obedience to 

Jesus. If we are in a lifestyle that the Bible condemns, turning away from it is the only way we will 

escape from the wrath of God that is coming upon the earth for those who donôt believe Him enough to 

obey Him.  

God obviously has a lot of Love for mankind, and desires all of us to inherit Heaven with Him, but 

unfortunately most never answer the call to obedient faith in Him because they consider the price to 

high. Tragically in this day and age, this compromise holds true both outside and inside what we call 

the modern church.  Going to church, or even being a leader in a church, in this day is no indicator as to 

whether or not a person has prepared their heart for Judgment by keeping Jesusô commands.  

 

What if your pastor doesnôt believe it? What if your parents reject it too? Are you still willing to 

believe the Bible no matter what the cost? 

 

From numerous years of praying and experience in both standing up for, as well as teaching on this 

issue, I have found that it is not made unpopular because of its interpretive complexities.  But instead I 

have found that this teaching is almost always unwelcome by most people because their actual amount 

of dedication to Truth does not match their creed and profession of faith.  So many think and say that 

they are willing to die for their faith, but when it comes to sitting down and believing simple Bible 

verses, they suddenly back off. ñWhat gives?ò 

 

Would you believe the Bible if it cost you your life? What if it cost you your reputation, your job, and 

your most cherished relationships in life? Would you still be ready to forsake all to follow Him? 

 

The following Bible verses just might be the most controversial Bible verses in the whole world, 

because not even most of the visible (modern) church believes them anymore.  I know this may be 

hard, and it may hurt deeply for many who read this, but know only with a surgeonôs hands do I cut for 

your good, with a Love for God that is prioritized far above your comfort, and with full assurance that 

His truth is the only thing that is in our best interest and will make us free.  

Here are only some of the main Bible verses about divorce and remarriage... 

 

Adultery Condemned 

Favor_of_God.html
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Exo_20:14/ Deu_5:18; Lev_20:10; Deu_22:22-24; Pro_2:16-19; 6:23-33; Jer_5:7-9; 29:21-23; 

Eze_23:43-47; Mal_3:5-6; Mat_5:27-32; 19:9, 16, 18/ Mar_10:17, 19/ Luk_18:18, 20; 1Co_6:9-10; 

Gal_5:16-21; Heb_13:4; Rev_2:22-23é etc. Also see: Mat_15:19; Mar_7:21; Rom_13:9-10; Jas_2:11-

12; 2Pe_2:14, 17-22 

 

Divorce and Remarriage is Adultery 

Mat_5:27-32; 19:3-10; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-18; Rom_7:2-3; 1Co_7:10-11, 39 

 

Rom_7:3 CAB So then, while the husband is living, she will be called an adulteress if she becomes 

married to a different husbandé 

 

1Co_6:9-10 Jos.Trans. Do not be deceived: neither male prostitutes* [i.e. fornicators]é nor adulterersé will 

inherit the kingdom of God. 

(and similarly in Eph_5:3-12)  

 
[* i.e. male fornicators (as in the preceding context: 1Co_5:1), and by extension, including men who are involved with the female prostitutes/ fornicators in 

the following context: 1Co_6:13, 15-20] 

 

There are obviously countless details to all of this, but if you make the simple step of actually believing 

these verses, youôve already come 90 percent of the way there, before youôve even hardly started 

reading!   

There is an indescribable and infinite freedom and victory in simply believing the Bible.  If your 

heart is first right, full of faith and eagerness to obey, then the countless details and ñtheological 

expositionsò will be a cinch (relatively speaking).  Hold on as you read, and I pray that God would 

revolutionize your willingness to go all the way with what He says.  I am delighted and I rejoice that 

you are reading this message, and I pray to God that it is some indication that you are willing to 

consider disregarding the seemingly high price tag, and embrace the revolutionary call to believe what 

the Bible says about divorce and remarriage. 

 

2. The Ancient Marriage Teaching  

 

A. The Original History of Degradation 
At the beginning God the Father presented His very first daughter to His first human son, Adam. In 

doing this God established a grounds for the couple to come together rightly, which served as a pattern 

and example
1
 of what was required for two people in future generations to come together, and what 

was required from them unto each other
2
 before God after they had come together. God prepared man 

and woman to belong to each other, and worked in them His special work for this to happen, creating, 

proclaiming, and defining this work as ñOne Flesh
3
.ò 

As time passed and people multiplied
4
, God at the very same time instituted along the way that 

peoples and society should hold each other accountable to their commitments
5
 as they partnered 

through life together. In this way, a fundamental social accountability was established for the sanity 

and good order
6
 of the humans for their interacting with each other and living together in communities 

and homes.  

The highest order of this social accountability was a recognition and protection of what God had 

formed in the garden when He at the first made Adam and Eve and brought them together in lawful 

unity. This recognition and protection of One Flesh came to be known as ñmarriage
7
,ò and was socially 

recognized in ancient times with a marriage supper and celebration
8
, which we have come to call a 

wedding
9
. 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#JosTrans
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The corporate verification of joining a man and woman together held a solid basis and foundation for 

humans to work and relate to each other as societies and peoples, and they could not afford for this to 

be damaged
10

, morally or socially. At first, they celebrated this One Flesh covenant with ñmarriagesò 

or ñweddings,ò
11

 having the tradition of the original model before them, having been kept from what 

was then recent times
12

, and they were presently experiencing the good order
13

 that resulted from 

honoring this model
14

 for making and recognizing the great blessing of the covenant that God had 

given them. 

But as sin-bound people tend to continually hurt and wrong each other, their faithlessness starts first 

against God. And as wicked people loved themselves and their sin more than God
15

, so also they came 

to recognize and validate their own ñmarriagesò
16

 over and above what God had actually established
17

, 

so that the Truth of Godôs work in One Flesh began to commonly be supplanted, replaced, ignored, and 

even violated by the ceremony of man before the eyes of society. Men began so quickly to recognize 

their own works above those Divine and enduring works of God Himself, so as to think that they did 

not need the Divine approval and validation whenever they felt to terminate their current relationships 

and perform other marriages to new partners contrary to the original model of Adam and Eve. 

While at first, marriages were meant as social expressions
18

 of recognizing the work of God, these 

marriages came to replace and even ignore His very work in the name of these social expressions. Men 

loved their own preferences
19

, became more impressed with their own recognition of things, and 

enjoyed their own marriage feasts and social ideas more than the Originator that caused them to have 

opportunity to experience such blessings in the first place. 

The idolatrous and the adulterous way go hand-in-hand continually throughout history
20

. Because 

whenever men wanted to divorce their wives and marry others as they pleased, and because of manôs 

independence in marriage ceremonies, as they forsook God they also felt free to defy the covenant that 

God had born witness to in the garden, which at the first would form One Flesh, the only type of 

ñmarriageò that God ever recognized, defended, and gloriously bore witness to in the beginning.  

By the time of Moses and the Law He instituted, divorce and remarriage was a de facto social 

norm
21

, so that its vices had to be restricted and regulated
22

 in suffering such evil from the people. 

Truly, man cared not a thing for what God had spoken originally, but gloried in their own various and 

multiplied recombinations of ñmarriages,ò
23

 whenever and to whomever they pleased, not considering 

that God stood faithfully by His Word in the garden, unpersuaded
24

 by the masses of peoples branching 

off on their own ideas, pagan beliefs, and wicked practices. People married and remarried as they found 

others and ñswapped partners,ò and cared not that God called this defiling violation of His One Flesh 

covenant, adultery.
25

 

 

B. Jesus Restored the Reverence of One Flesh to His Church 
This confusion of marriage and forgetfulness of the garden continued even into the regulation of its 

insanity under Moses
26

, but the corporate assemblies of peoples with darkened understandings and 

hardened hearts
27

, as a whole, did not get much of a shot at hoping for anything better, which would be 

according to Godôs own heart
28

, until a revolutionary man stepped on the scene named Jesus. Both 

Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and solemnly admonished
29

 the assembly
30

 of followers to 

take close heed to the doctrine
31

 and to its faithful and pure transmission
32

 into future generations, that 

none of the things which Jesus had Divinely restored, would ever be lost.  

In Jesus, renewed mankind had now just found his way back to the glory of the Garden, and had 

found God there, still faithfully standing by the enduring standard of His Word on man and woman, so 

that it was as it was from the beginning, with God faithfully testifying about His own work of One 

Flesh, and a remnant society of people celebrating this work with lawful, God-honoring marriages
33

. 

Now a special and radically different people called out
34

 for Godôs own possession
35

 stood before 

Him in the World, trembling in reverent and holy fear, that no more of their marriages should ever be 
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acceptable if they did not line up with the standard
36

 of the One Flesh Covenant which God now 

demanded
37

 that they keep, as it was from the beginning in the garden. 

 

C. Scriptural References for óThe History Of Degradationô and óRestoration of 
One Flesh Reverenceô 
With much thanks to persecuted writer S for their scribal collaboration in compiling this section 

 

1. a pattern and example: Gen_2:18; Mat_19:4; Mar_10:6-8 

2. what was required from them unto each other: Mal_2:14-16; Pro_5:18; Gen_2:18, 22-23; 

1Co_11:8, 9; 1Ti_2:12-14 (compare this general verse with 1Pe_3:1); Hos_3:3-5 

3. One Flesh: Gen_2:24; Mat_19:5-6; Mar_10:7-8; 1Co_6:16-17; Eph_5:28-31  

4. people multiplied: Gen_1:28; 5:4; 6:1 

5. accountable toé commitments: 2Ch_34:29-32; Exo_24:7; Deu_29:10-15; 31:28; Jos_24:24-27; 

Neh_10:29 (etc.); 2Ch_15:12-13; They also applied this corporate accountability to marriage: 

Deu_22:15-21; Rth_4:9-11 

6. social accountability: see point 5; sanity and good order:  

óSanity and good orderô are the intended effects of having social accountability.  

    Before the flood, mankind had a really strong reference point and accountability to the original 

model of marriage with Adam and Eve still being around. At least for a time, we know that 

marriage was upheld, recognized, and honored and that ósanity and good orderô existed because 

God did not send the flood until marriages started being tampered with and perverted. As men 

began to multiply, and as wickedness increased, and as marriage was unlawfully touched, things 

fell to pieces and were ultimately destroyed by the furious judgment of God (Gen_6:1-7, 11-13; 

Luk_17:27; also compare Deu_30:19). 

7. marriage: Consider a few examples how óOne Fleshô was protected with a marriage ceremony: 

Gen_24:67; 2Ch_18:1 (LXX ); Also see point 8 

8. socially recognized: Mat_24:38 

a marriage supper and celebration [ñmarriages were meant as social expressions
18
ò]: 

Gen_29:21-22; Jdg_14:1; Est_2:18; Mat_22:2-4; Son_3:11; Isa_61:10c; 62:5; Psa_45:8-15; 

Rev_19:7-9; Note: Jesusô first miracle was at a marriage celebration (Joh_2:1-2). God makes a big 

deal about recognizing one flesh unions.  

9. wedding: an English term not really used in the Bible; Instead, the Biblical terms come from the 

concept of a ñMarriage Feastò (see points 7 and 8) rather than having a separate word for a 

ñwedding.ò 

10. they could not afford for this to be damaged: Even pagans knew the importance of recognizing 

and protecting the union between a male and female: Gen_20:2-10; 26:10-11 ï Early in history we 

see the existence of some surprisingly solid marriage concepts that were generally common to 

mankind as a whole. If this was common knowledge even to pagans, what does that say about 

many today who call themselves ñChristiansò but deny the testimony of the permanency of the one 

flesh union? Here is a call to repent of walking in ignorance with a gravely debased mind, having 

our understanding darkened (Eph_4:17-18) beyond that of the heathens of Abrahamôs day! And 

now that Jesus has come, we are not only charged to surpass the obvious immorality of paganism, 

but we are also told that unless our righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes and the Pharisees 

then we will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven (Mat_5:20). 

11. See point 9 

12. See point 6 

13. See point 6 

14. See point 1 
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15. people loved themselves and their sin more than God: Jer_2:5; Gen_6:5; Jdg_2:19; Jer_7:24; 

16:12; Psa_81:11-12; Eze_20:24-25; Isa_30:1, 9-12; Mat_15:3; Mar_7:9, 13; Joh_3:19; 7:7; 8:44; 

12:43 

16. their own ñmarriagesò: Luk_17:27; Gen_6:2; Mal_2:11; Jdg_3:6-7; 1Ki_11:8; Neh_13:23-29; 

Jdg_15:1-2; Mar_10:11-12; 6:17-18; Luk_16:15-18 

17. See points 1, 2, and 3, and compare with Mat_19:4-9; 5:31-32; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-18; 

Rom_7:1-3; 1Co_7:39; Heb_13:4; Jesus insisted that we return to this standard. 

18. marriages were meant as social expressions: see point 8  

19. men loved their own preferences: see points 15 and 16 

20. the idolatrous and the adulterous way go hand-in-hand continually throughout history : 

1Co_10:6-8; Exo_32:4-8, 17-25; Num_25:1-3; Jer_3:9; Eze_16:15-20, 30-32, 35-38; 23:27, 30, 

37, 45-48; Ezr_10:2; Mal_2:11-15; Rev_2:14, 20-22; and also compare the many passages like 

Lev_20:10-23 (and Lev_18:1-30) addressing sexual perversions, where these teachings flow right 

along with passages addressing various idolatries: Lev_20:1-7. 

21. We know that it was a de facto social norm because Moses had to do something about it in order 

to govern it (see point 22). If Moses had to do something about it in order to govern it, that means 

that it was already an existing practice before He addressed it. 

22. restricted and regulated (divorce and remarriage): Deu_24:1-4; Lev_21:7, 14; Exo_21:10 

23. ñmarriagesò: Notice how God did not approve: Deu_24:1-4; Jer_3:1 (etc.), the remarriage was 

defiling therefore not accepted; Mal_2:13-14; Jesus says ñbut I sayò indicating that He did not 

accept their recombinations of ñmarriagesò: Mat_5:32; 19:9; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18; 

Rom_7:3; If you pay attention, this point is covered over and over again throughout the rest of this 

book. 

24. unpersuaded: God does not change in order to agree with prolonged sin and defiance of His 

declarations: Heb_1:12; 13:8; Num_23:19; 1Sa_15:29; 2Ti_2:13; Luk_21:33; Job_40:8; 

Isa_14:27; not changed with prolonged sin Gen_20:7 b; Jos_7:11-13; Jer_6:8; Eze_23:18 

Even if a practice is popular, God is unpersuaded: Luk_16:15; Rom_3:4 

Also see: Chapter 2, Point 1, under, ñSummary of A, B, and Cò 

25. adultery: (A) See the rest of this book. (B) Also compare: Hos_4:1-2; 7:3-4 with Mar_6:14a, 17-

18; (C) God (through Moses) suffered for divorce to happen: Mat_19:7-8; Mar_10:4-5; (D) Here 

are a few of the many examples in the OT where God indicated that the betrothed woman and or 

fully married wife was being defiled by adding another relationship: Deu_24:4; Jer_3:1; 2:2, 5, 7, 

11, 13, 19-21, 23-24, 32-33; 3:7, 12-14, 22; 4:1; Hos_5:3; Hos_6:10; Eze_23:17 

26. See point 22 

27. darkened understandings and hardened hearts: Exo_32:9; Deu_31:27; Act_7:51; Psa_78:8; 

Neh_9:16; Jer_17:23; Zec_7:11-12; Isa_6:10; Mat_13:13-15; Deu_32:28-29; Eph_4:18; 

Isa_44:18-20; Rom_1:21, 28 

28. according to Godôs own heart: Act_13:22; 1Ki_15:5; Heb_8:7-10; 10:7-9 

Compare: Chapter 2, Point 4, ñDavidôs Example: He Returned to the Firstò to see how David 

showed the distinction of doing what was actually according to Godôs own heart. 

29. Both Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and admonished: See point 31  

30. The word for ñassemblyò in the Bible is typically poorly represented in English versions with the 

word ñchurch.ò But in Greek, the actual word is a combination of the words ñŮəò
 G1537

 (ek), 

meaning ñoutò (as in Exit), and ñəŬɚɏɤò
 G2564

 (kaleoȇ), meaning ñto call,ò which when combined 
forms this important word, ñŮəəɚɖůɑŬò

 G1577
 (ekkleȇsia), which means, a ñcalled outò assembly.  

31. Jesus and Apostles warned about doctrine: 

The thief comes only to steal/ Hired shepherds: Joh_10:1, 12-13, 10; Act_20:28-31; 2Pe_2:1; 

Mat_7:15; 24:11, 24; 2Jn_1:7; Gal_1:8-9 
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Beware of the leaven and take heed: Luk_12:1; Mat_16:6; 11-12; Mar_8:15; Rom_16:17; 

1Co_5:5-7; Gal_5:9; 1Ti_4:16; 1Co_3:10-11 

Men will not endure sound doctrine in the last times: 2Ti_4:3; 2Pe_2:2; 1Ti_4:1-2; 2Ti_3:13 

Will the Son of man find faith on the earth? (Luk_18:8) 

32. Whenever the Bible talks about Divine traditions, in Greek this has to do with ñtransmissionsò 

(ˊŬɟɎŭɞůɘɠ - paradosis) of truth to future generations. 

Keep the traditions: 2Th_2:15; 1Co_11:2; 2Ti_2:2; Jud_1:3; 2Th_3:6; Phi_3:17; Phi_4:9; Heb_13:7; 

1Th_4:1; 3Jn_1:11 

For those who are like typical Protestants and want to take cheap shots and compare this to the 

repulsive traditions of men (Mat_15:2, Mat_15:3, Mat_15:6; Mar_7:3-13; Gal_1:14; Col_2:8) it goes 

without saying that Divine traditions have nothing to do with this, since Divine traditions are 

commandments from God ordained throughout the Old and New Testaments. Did you notice that 

we gave many Scripture references for defining these ñDivine traditionsò? If then they are 

traditions instituted in the Scriptures, it goes without saying that these are the traditions 

(transmissions) of God, not men, and God continually commands us to keep these things all 

throughout the Bible. Any tradition set in order for Godôs assembly by the Scriptures pertains to 

God, and any tradition that opposes the Scriptures is manôs tradition, and if you will have wisdom 

toward knowing truth, you will know that there is no in-between. 

33. lawful : See the rest of this book and compare the appendix resources entitled, ñThe Historical 

Church Teaching,ò and ñExtra Notes on Church Historyò for a number of samples of the profound 

early church quotes affirming this new, revolutionary attitude that they had about marriage. 

 God-honoring marriages: (1) General Instructions for this in NT: 1Ti_3:2, 9-15; 1Co_7:12-14; 

3; Col_3:18-19; 1Pe_3:5-7; Eph_5:22-33; Heb_13:4; (2) Aquila & Pricilla had a ótag-teamô 

ministry : Act_18:2; 18; 26; Rom_16:3; 1Co_16:19; 2Ti_4:19; (3) Peter: Mat_8:14; Mar_1:30; 

1Co_9:5; From these passages (and the affirming testimony of early church leaders) it is evident 

that Peter had a wife. For the apostle Peter to write instructions about a good relationship between 

a husband and wife, he himself had to be abiding by what he preached and not living 

hypocritically with his wife (1Pe_5:3); 

34. Heb_12:23; Mat_16:18; and see point 30 

35. Godôs own possession: Tit_2:14; KJV has it, ñpeculiar people,ò but it actually means ñownedò 

people (ɚŬ ɜ ˊŮɟɘɞɨůɘɞɜ); Mal_3:17; 1Pe_2:9; Deu_26:18 

36. if they did not line up with the standard: Christians emphasized óone fleshô afresh, and this is 

proven in the fact that Jesus established this reality at the foundation of His marriage teaching, and 

it occurs more frequently and emphatically in the NT than the OT that originated it; See points 1, 

2, 3, and 17 

    This reverent and stringent attitude about marriage is also a historical fact that is easy to read 

about and verify throughout church history (see the appendix entitled, ñThe Historical Church 

Teaching.ò) 

37. See point 17 

 

D. Approaching Today ï How Does Jesusô One-Flesh-Reverencing Garden 
Revolution Look Now in Our Generation? 
After the times of the beginning of the New Covenant, many courageous leaders of the early church 

faithfully fought and maintained the Biblical teaching about marriage within the Church, so that as a 

result, from saint to heretic, essentially everyone in the church before the corruption of Nicaea (325 

AD) taught that divorce and remarriage was adultery and must be forsaken to be a Christian. I have 

documented and summarized much of this in the appendix entitled, ñThe Historical Church Teaching.ò 

http://www.trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html
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Although Jesus, His apostles, and the early Church held to this reverence of one flesh, something 

completely different, strange and sickening is in our face as we look at the scene all about us today. 

Although we often maintain some fading expressions of commitment in most traditional marriages by 

saying words like, ñTill death do us partò and ñFor better or worse,ò such profound words are a 

radically stringent expression of commitment which really sound strange and curious in our context 

today, since in many cases we still say them at weddings but have no real idea why, especially since we 

really mean until adultery, abandonment, sin, boredom, or other crimes or conveniences do us part. 

Donôt we realize that such words express a mentality about marriage that far surpasses the ideals and 

expectations that surround us? And why would we set such a high expectation with our words if no one 

keeps it? And why is it we say words that are reminiscent of what Jesus taught while we live just as the 

days of old before Jesus was on earth? If our obligation in marriage is actually greater in this age than 

the righteous Law of Moses, then why are we no better in our practice today than those generations 

before Jesus even came on the earth? 

These words of permanent, lifelong commitment that we often utter in marriages stand against us and 

our practices, in and outside of the church, as though they were faint echoes of a doctrine people once 

believed that we are now truly foreign to, but strangely repeating. 

 

What happened?  Did we lose something again? 

 

3. It is Time to Re -Reverence The Creation of 

One Flesh  

There is an answer to all of this distress and insanity! There is a reason why things have gone crazy 

today, and there is a reason why people used to believe radically different during the days of Jesus and 

the Apostles.  Truth still exists, and the Words of Jesus are still burning off of the pages of the Bible, 

but there is a complacent and rebellious age of bitter apostasy that rages against all of the goodness that 

Jesus pioneered for our benefit. 

Jesus taught all of His followers to profoundly reverence one flesh, and until we do the same, we will 

never escape the trap of hopelessness and bitter darkness of slavery to immorality and sin.  Are we 

going to hear the Word of the Lord in our generation and repent and finally start taking Jesus seriously? 

ï For those who will be faithful to Jesus in this way, let us get a close and faithful look at the very basis 

Jesus gave us for reverencing one flesh, and let us arrange ourselves in submission underneath the 

Divine dictates about one flesh and marriage in great fear and trembling. 

 

May God help us as we seek to restore what Jesus taught us. 

 

Genesis 2 ï The First Husband and Wife 
I have given this account from the CAB and have added important insertions in [Brackets] (see 

explanations afterward): 

 

Gen_2:21-25 CAB  And God brought a trance upon Adam, and he slept, and He took one of his ribs, and 

closed up the flesh in its place.  22  And God formed the rib which he took from  

Adam into a woman, and brought her to Adam.  23  And Adam said, This now is bone [ ə (ek; as in ñexitò) ï 

out] of my bones, and flesh [ ə (ek) ï out] of my flesh; she shall be called woman, because she was taken out 

[ ə (ek) ï same exact word as before] of her husband [lit. man].  24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother and shall cleave [MT: xl˟˵H1692; LXX: ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗɖůŮŰŬɘ (proskollǛthǛsetai) ï be (passively) joinedG4347 (H1692)] to his wife 
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[woman], and the two [ not specified by MT, but affirmed by the LXX and Jesus] shall become [MT: xs˧xH1961; LXX: Ůɠ (eis) ï into] one 

flesh.  25  (3:1) And the two were naked, both Adam and his wife, and were not ashamed 

 
[Technical Source text Note: I have particularly used the Complete Apostles Bible (CAB) for Genesis, because it is based on the LXX , and this Greek 

source text is basically what the New Testament consistently uses for Genesis (for more, see the online version of our Bibliography under, ñFinding the 
Old Testamentò)] 

[Details about the Corrections I Made to This Translation: I have made a few content and grammatical corrections to the version used here based on 

the original Greek source text (LXX ), (while also comparing it to the Hebrew) so it will more specifically and accurately represent in English what is 
actually being said in Greek (as also compared with Hebrew). The specific Greek wording used in this passage from Genesis is the way Jesus quotes this 

text later in the Greek New Testament (GNT), (as seen in the next point); (For more on these details see our Bibliography, especially under LXX  and 

MT).] 

 

Mat 19 ï Jesus on The First Husband and Wife 
Mat_19:4-6 KJB And he answered and said unto them, ñHave you not readé 5 óFor this cause a man 

shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave [lit. be passively glued to] to his wife: and the two shall be [Ůɠ ï 

into] one flesh?ô 6 Therefore they are no more
G3765

 two, but one flesh. What therefore God has 

fastened [or yoked] together let not man separate
G5563

.  

 

Also compare: Gen_2:21-22; Mar_10:6-9; Eph_5:30-32 

 

ñBoundò ï For Life 
 

Rom_7:2 CAB  For the woman who is under a man has been bound
G1210

 by law to the living  husbandé 

 

The Greek Word for ñBoundò:  

ñébind, be in bonds, knit, tie, windéò (Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries).  

The Scriptures clearly and directly reveal that being ñboundò ñknitò ñtiedò and ñwoundò into the 

ñbondsò of marriage yields a relationship that lasts for life (as we have just seen in Rom_7:2). 

 

Mat_19:5 éthey are no more
G3765

 twoé 

 

This is Strongôs definition for the one Greek word translated here as ñno moreò:  

G3765 Ǧǡ֬ǔǪǠouketi ook-etô-ee Also (separately) Ǧǡ֬ ӿǪǠ ouk eti ook etô-ee From G3756 and G2089; 

not yet, no longer: - after that (not), (not) any more, henceforth (hereafter), not, no longer 
(more), not as yet (now), now no more (not), yet (not). 

 

So what is the implication of this verse and the weight of the Greek word translated as ñno moreò? We 

can see this by inserting the definition of this word directly into the verse:  

 

ñThey are no more [henceforth and hereafter no longer and noté any more] twoò (Mat_19:6), 

after God makes them One Flesh.  

 

This verse is describing a permanent ñno more twoò effect from God making two people into one. 

This was instituted by God and continues to be preformed and enforced by Him in ñbindingò a person 

unto a spouse which generates a ñone fleshò relationship (Mat_19:5). This ñbindingò originated in the 

Garden of Eden, and Jesus tells us that this same reality happens unto this very day when two people 

get lawfully married. 

So many people try to say that a permanent marriage is ñgodôs ideal,ò ñbut,ò they say, ñthat this does 

not always work out.ò And while people go around pretending that Godôs commands ñdonôt always 

work outò and they call permanent marriage ñan ideal,ò God does not call one flesh an ñidealò but a 
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matter of fact whether we like it or not. Even if we do not live according to the reality that God testifies 

to, it still remains, and Godôs testimony will always win on judgment day, and we will always loose 

whenever we oppose it. 

We may indeed find many reasons to complain against Jesusô Words today and resist what He taught 

us by saying things like, ñYes, jesus, I know they were one flesh a long time ago, but now they are 

loosed from that marriage by adultery and or divorce and they have married someone else now.ò But 

this pagan and rebellious belief is opposed up front by Jesus with the very plain and simple Words, 

 

ñThey are no more [henceforth and hereafter no longer and noté any more] twoò (Mat_19:6), 

after God makes them One Flesh.  

 

GOD is The One Who Binds ï No Wonder Itôs Permanent! 
 

Malachi 2 Clearly Confirms this 
Note: Malachi 2 is discussed in much greater length in the next chapter 

 

Mal_2:14b ï ñBecause the Lord has borne witness between you and the wife of your youthéò (CAB) 

Mal_2:14c ï And although they had divorced their wives, still God saysé 

Mal_2:14d ï ñéshe is your companion, *and the wife of your covenant.ò (WEB) [LXX: əŬ  ɔɡɜ  ŭɘŬɗ əɖɠ ůɞɡ ï 

lit. and woman of your covenant] 
Mal_2:15a ï God takes full credit for making it this way 

 

In Malachi 2 and Matthew 19 it is clear that the Bible teaches that God has always been the One who 

binds two people into one flesh ñfrom the beginning.ò God is the one that makes two people into one, 

and not man, and because of this, God is the only one that has a prerogative to tell us the rules, and He 

is the only one who can tell us when the ñonenessò of one flesh is finished. 

 

Mat_19:6 KJ2000  Therefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 

[ůɡɜɏɕŮɡɝŮɜ ï fastened/ yoked] together, let not man put asunder. 

Also: Mar_10:9 

 

In the context of Jewish culture and even the Greek language this means, óby making them one flesh, 

God has also caused them (as a lawful result) to also cohabit together (ůɡɜɏɕŮɡɝŮɜ) in marriageô* ï God 

takes credit for both of these things in this passage, therefore we should not deny any of this by the 

ñseparationò (geographical space) of divorce. 

 

 

To Be Glued/ ñJoinedò 
 

Gen_2:24 Jos.Trans. on account of this, a man will leave his father and his mother and be [passivly]  glued 

unto [MT: ˵˟̎ (d©baq); LXX: ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮŰŬɘ (proskollǛthǛsetai)* ï or stuck unto] his woman [ñwifeò], and the two will become 

into one flesh. 

 

Mat_19:5 Jos.Trans. and said, ñOn account of this, a man will leave father and mother and be [passivly] 

glued unto [ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮŰŬɘ (proskollǛthǛsetai)* ï or stuck unto] his woman [ñwifeò] and the two will become into one 

fleshé 

 

The word behind ñbe [passivly] glued untoò spans (Biblically) from Hebrew into Greek. In Hebrew, this 

word is defined this way by Strongôs: 
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H1692 ˵ ˟̎ [Ìbaq daw-bakô écling or adhereé - abide, fast, cleave (fast together), follow close (hard, 

after), be joined (together), keep (fast), overtake, pursue hard, stick, take. 

 

This ñabiding,ò ñcleaving,ò ñjoining,ò and ñstickingò communicated by the definition of the Hebrew 

word d©baq is often accomplished in Greek with the word ñˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɎɤò (proskollaǾ). This Greek 

word is a compound made up of toward (pros) and glued or stuck (kollaǾ). Whenever you compound a 

directional word (such as toward) into another word (especially an action verb such as glued) this is 

generally referred to as an intensification. This means that when the Bible talks about being glued 

toward a woman, this is an intensified gluing, and by the context and the Greek grammar we see why 

it is so ñintenseò: the couple is (passively) being (intensely) glued together [ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮŰŬɘ (proskollǛthǛsetai)] 

into [Ůɠ (eis)] one flesh [ůɎɟəŬ ɛɑŬɜ (sarka mian)] by God!  

This Hebrew term was first fundamentally translated into Greek by the LXX, and then consistently 

quoted* and applied this way by Paul* and Jesus Himself* throughout the Greek New Testament. 

 
[* Additional Hebrew and Greek Technical Notes: (1) Although d©baq cannot always be represented as proskollaǾ throughout the LXX because the 
Hebrew term has a somewhat wider ñsemantic rangeò than the Greek term (and because of this the Hebrew term occurs more frequently than the Greek 

term), yet still, the majority of the times whenever proskollaǾ is used in the LXX, it is because it is representing d©baq from Hebrew; (2) The primary form 

of this Greek term is ñˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɎɤò ï lit. toward gluing (an intensive sticking), but a few times, (especially in a minority of Greek manuscripts of the New 
Testament) this intensive gluing or sticking is simply abbreviated as ñəɞɚɚɎɤò ï gluing, and this is the way that Westtcott and Hort represent it in 

Mat_19:5, yet everyone agrees that this term is ñˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɎɤò in Eph_5:31 (just like Gen_2:24 LXX ) and most everyone (including Westtcott and Hort) 

agrees that the original form in Mar_10:7 is also like the LXX. ï All of this shows that there is very strong support for concluding that both Jesus 
(especially in Mar_10:7) and Paul quoted this term exactly as it is in the LXX, and in any case it is certain that the New Testament is consistently 

referencing the LXX terminology of being glued or stuck to a woman; (for more, donôt forget to compare the Bibliography, especially what is documented 

under GNT and LXX )] 

 

Deu_11:22-23 CAB And it shall come to pass that if you will indeed hearken to all these 

commandments which I charge you to observe this day, to love the Lord our God, and to walk in all 

His ways, and to cleave [lit. glue yourself] close [ LXX: ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚůɗŬɘ ï Middle Voice, i.e. and action done to yourself (V-PMN); MT: 

˵˟̎ (d©baq), (H1692)] to Him;  23  then the Lord shall cast out all these nations before youé 

 

Jos_23:8-9 CAB But you [all]  shall [passively be] cleave[d] [lit glued] to [ ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮůɗŮ ï (V-FPI-2P); MT: ˵˟̎ (d©baq), 

(H1692)] the Lord our God, as you have done until this day.  9  And the Lord shall destroy them before 

youé 
 

 

Notice that though cleaving to God obviously takes priority, the same Hebrew word (d©baq) is used in 

Genesis 2 for marriage, as it is throughout the Hebrew Old Testament for the covenanted relationship 

between the Lord and His people. This effectively communicates what kind of permanent unbreakable 

union a man has with his wife. Do you see that God gave us the phenomena of ñstickingò in marriage 

as a parable to show how we ought to ñstickò to God? Before there was ever a command recorded that 

we should ñjoinò ourselves to God, we are told of the reality of ñjoiningò that happens in marriage. So 

to what degree should we as a people seek to be stuck to God, and to what degree should we as 

individuals consider that we have been stuck to our spouses when we get married? These two things are 

described with one and the same word in Hebrew. 

God twice uses this word to describe the inseparability of the scales of a dinosaur (which are 

historically called dragons). They knew this particular creature (from Hebrew texts) as ñLeviathan.ò 

The context of these verses affirms the definition we read previously, even using some of the exact 

same words from within the definition as synonyms. I have underlined words that affirm the definition 

of this word in this way:  

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
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http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#GNT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
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Job_41:15-17, 23 WEB Strong scales are his pride, Shut up together with a close seal. 16 One is so near 

[LXX: əɞɚɚɜŰŬɘ ï passively glued (V-PPI-3P)] to another, That no air can come between them. 17 They are joined 
[MT: ˵˟̎ (d©baq), (H1692); LXX (at least in some texts): ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮŰŬɘ ï glued together (this is the primary form); (Note: this part has significant 

variations surrounding this word in the LXX] one to another; They stick together, so that they canôt be pulled aparté 

23 The flakes of his flesh are * joined together [*MT: ˵˟̎ (d©baq), (H1692); LXX: əŮəɚɚɖɜŰŬɘ ï Perfect Tense, Passive Voice: they 

have been (passively) glued as a complete action in the past (V-RPI-3P)]. They are firm  on him. They canôt be moved.  

(This is also illustrated in: Job_41:26-29) 

 

Notice that in verse 17 (at least with some texts), the consistent word is used for gluing or joining in the 

Hebrew and Greek of Job [MT: ˵˟̎ (d©baq), (H1692); LXX (at least in some texts): ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗůŮŰŬɘ]. 

 
[Technical Source Text Note: I do not generally use the current LXX  as the most original source text when quoting Job, because this is one of the few 
cases where direct New Testament quotations of the Old Testament do not match in the current LXX . This is why I have primarily based this quote on the 

current MT (as represented by WEB), and only when they at least partly agree here I reference the LXX  as well in this case, because it helps demonstrate 

the nature of this Greek phrase and its relationship with the Hebrew terminology. (For more, see the online version of our Bibliography under, ñFinding the 
Old Testamentò)] 

 

How profound is the strength of this word! Please see the significance that it can command! And I hope 

that you will be honest enough to admit that the Bible does nothing to lessen the potency and impact of 

this word as it is applied to marriage, especially as seen originally in Gen_2:23-24. 

    As far as the Greek New Testament goes, this intensified form of this word is only used 4 times, 

(Mat_19:5; Mar_10:7; Act_5:36; Eph_5:31) whereas it appears 52 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. In 

3 of these New Testament references the word is applied to marriage. It is interesting that the one time 

that proskollaǾ is not applied to marriage, it still describes a joining (apparently in some kind of intense 

covenant) that was ñtill death did them partò:  

 

Act_5:36 CAB  For before these days, Theudas rose up, claiming himself to be someone, to whom was 

joined
G4347

 a number of men, about four hundred. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were 

scatteredé 

 

So from Hebrew initially, we see that ñbeing joinedò is a serious and potent thing. Though both 

Biblical languages retain this concept of permanency, in the case of the New Testament Greek, the 

context of the New Covenant teaching affirms this even more than the dictionary definition. 

    But someone may say that in some of the previous examples, though it might be hard to undo the 

ñsticking,ò it would still be theoretically possible to do, since a person may change their mind, or break 

their covenant; One can renounce cleaving to God after having temporarily ñstuck,ò and one could 

have renounced cleaving to ñTheudasò in Act_5:36 if they became disenfranchised with his rebellion. 

However, we should be sensitive to this very important distinguishing fact: Although people are 

commanded to ñjoinò or ñcleaveò themselves to God, God tells us that He (not man) joins or ñcleavesò 

two people together into one flesh. A person cannot óunjoinô other people or even themselves, when the 

strong hand of God has joined them together with their lawful spouse! 

The Jews could not separate the rebels who had joined themselves to ñTheudasò in Act_5:36, apart 

from the death of Theudas, and much more so, a pastor, a court or a couple cannot lift the omnipotent 

hand of God so that lawful spouses can walk away from being joined by Him, apart from death. But 

rather, in English and even more in Greek, just as we have shown in Malachi previously, we can see 

that it is God who joins a lawful couple in marriage: 

 

Mat_19:5 Jos.Trans. and said, ñOn account of this, a man will leave father and mother and will be 

joined to his woman [wife] and the two will both become into one flesh, [Gen_2:24] 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
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The words, ñwill be joinedò represent this one word in Greek, proskollaǾ, and this word is in what is 

called, ñthe Passive Voiceò because in the Greek grammar the action is being done to the couple (for 

more, see V-FPI-3S in RMAC for this grammatical case). They are not ñjoining themselvesò in Greek, 

they are ñbeing joined.ò Those who get lawfully married are (grammatically) ñpassiveò in the process 

of joining, which leaves God as the sole operator of this spectacular phenomena.  

    Sadly, we are so used to thinking of this verse in a completely wrong way because a number of 

translations have incorrectly represented this in English for many, many years: 

 

Mat_19:5 KJV  éFor this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 

they twain shall be one flesh? 

 

This incorrectly makes it look like the husband is actively doing the cleaving to his wife. Notice that 

ñshall cleaveò is a future verb (action) which in the KJV appears to be attributed to the husband. But in 

the actual Bible (in Greek) God describes this future verb (action) in the passive voice, so that we can 

definitely say that ñcleavingò or ñjoiningò ñcomes upon the husband from a third partyò ï which in this 

case is God Himself: 

 

Mat_19:5 Jos.Trans. and said, ñOn account of this, a man will leave father and mother and will be 

passively joined [ˊɟɞůəɞɚɚɖɗɖůŮŰŬɘ ï passive voice] to his woman [wife]é 

 

Godôs strong and mighty hands have joined them, and no man can undo His grip. Only God can join 

two people into one flesh, and only He can unjoin them in death by the dissolving of one or both of the 

bodies which was joined. 

 

Death Has Always Loosed a Spouse 
It is very clear throughout the Bible that death has always loosed a person so that they could lawfully 

marry a second spouse without defilement. 

 

(1) The ñLevirate Marriageò of The ñKinsman Redeemerò 

Gen_38:6-8 CAB And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar.  7  And Er, the 

firstborn of Judah, was wicked before the Lord; and God killed him.  8  And Judah said to Onan, Go in 

to your brotherôs wife, and marry her as her brother-in-law, and raise up seed to your brother. 

 

We see that Er was lawfully married to Tamar, but Er died. Tamar was then able to lawfully marry Erôs 

brother, Onan, without sin.  It is clear from this that the ancients understood that death loosed a person 

to marry another.  This is reinforced in the Law of Moses: 

 

Deu_25:5 CAB And if brothers should live together, and one of them should die, and should not have 

seed, the wife of the deceased shall not marry out of the family to a man not related: her husbandôs 

brother shall go in to her, and shall take her to himself for a wife, and shall dwell with her. 

 

In the same way, Luk_20:27-34 shows us that this could theoretically result in a woman having seven 

successive husbands without sin! 

 

(2) Ruth and Naomi ï Two Widows Contemplating Remarriage 

In Rth_1:11-13 Naomi understood that she and her two widowed daughter-in-laws could theoretically 

get lawfully married to other men, but Naomi did not do this herself because she considered herself to 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#RMAC
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be too old.  On the other hand, because Ruth was a young widow she married Boaz after her first 

husband died (Rth_1:4-5; Rth_3:9-11, Rth_3:18, Rth_4:1-13). 

 

(3) 1Sa 25 ï David and Abigail ï No Matter How Challenging and Difficult it May Be, Only 

Death Looses 

In first Samuel 25 we are given the account of David, Nabal, and Abigail. Abigail was a very wise 

woman who, ironically, was initially married to an exceedingly foolish and wicked husband named 

Nabal who opposed David in the midst of his hardships in the wilderness. But things drastically 

changed at the end of this chapter. 

 

1Sa_25:38-42 CAB And it came to pass after about ten days, that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died.  

39  And David heard it and said, Blessed be the Lord, who has judged the cause of my reproach at the 

hand of Nabal, and has delivered his servant from the power of evil; and the Lord has returned the 

mischief of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and spoke concerning Abigail, to take her to 

himself for a wife.  40  So the servants of David came to Abigail to Carmel, and spoke to her, saying, 

David has sent us to you, to take you to himself for a wife.  41  And she arose, and bowed down with 

her face to the earth, and said, Behold, your servant is for a handmaid, to wash the feet of your 

servants.  42  And Abigail arose and mounted her donkey, and five maidens followed her. And she 

went after the servants of David, and became his wife. 

 

1Sa 25 ï Application ï DEATH is the Only Way Out of a ñBad Marriageò 

We see from this account that David did not speak one word about marrying Abigail until after it was 

clear that God had killed her first husband. No matter how bad Abigailôs marriage to Nabal was, David 

understood that only death would loose Abigail to be a lawful candidate for marriage to himself. And 

just as Abigail was faithful to her marriage to Nabal, so also (at a time when polygamy was allowed) 

David remained faithful to his difficult marriage to Michael until the day of her death (2Sa_6:16-23; 

1Ch_15:29). 

So what should we understand from this? No matter how bad of a marriage two people may have, it 

is Godôs divine institution which we must reverence until He himself ends it. In one case we see that 

God was faithful to deliver Abigail out of her difficult marriage by killing Nabal. In the other case we 

see that even when David was not delivered from his difficult marriage, David still remained faithful to 

the one flesh covenant which God had bound him in. This is what it actually means to be a person of 

faith; this is what it means to be a real man or woman of God, who obeys Godôs commandments even 

if it costs them all the comforts of this life. 

And especially because we are commanded to love and pray even for our enemies in the New 

Covenant (Mat_5:43-48) it is clear that we cannot go about praying for the death of our spouse, but 

rather, we ought to pray for the heart of supernatural courage as David and Abigail had, who 

reverenced Godôs covenant by faith under the most disheartening circumstances, because they made 

obedience to the righteous demands of God to be their sole consolation and refused to gratify the raging 

insanity of the whimsical demands of the flesh to have circumstantial peace and comfort in this short 

and temporary life. They believe the testimony of God above the agony of their very own souls, so God 

wrote down their righteous souls in His Holy Scripture as a standard for us to this day. 

 

(4) Roman Seven 

Rom_7:2-3 CAB For the woman who is under a man has been bound by law to the living husband. But 

if the husband should die, she is released from the law of the husband.  3  So then, while the husband is 

living, she will be called an adulteress if she becomes married to a different husband; but if her 
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husband should die, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, having become married to 

a different husband. 

 

(5) First Corinthians Seven 

1Co_7:8-9 ï Encourages celibacy for widows (during the current distress) but permits marriage 

 

1Co_7:39-40 WEB  A wife is bound by law for as long as her husband lives; but if the husband is dead, 

she is free [ɚŮɡɗɏɟŬ ï lit. a loosed type of person (the word ñfreeò is somewhat figurative)] to be married to whoever she desires, 

only in the Lord.  40  But she is happier if she stays as she is, in my judgment, and I think that I also 

have Godôs Spirit. 

 

(6) First Timothy  

1Ti_5:14 CAB Therefore I desire that the younger widows to marry, to bear children, to manage the 

house, to give no opportunity to the adversary because of reproach. 

 

A Summary of Being ñGluedò/ ñJoinedò and ñBound,ò Together 
We see that the Bible says that being joined and bound in marriage by God produces a permanent, 

God-performed, one flesh bond for life . Some have attempted to interpret the Bible as to contradict 

its self by saying that marriage bonds could be broken by a divorce. But we can clearly see from 

Scripture that being bound in the marriage covenant cannot be undone by anything but death, and this 

is without exception (Rom_7:2; 1Co_7:39)! 

No wonder itôs permanent! God is the one that makes the two one! And it says, ñ... he shall open, and 

there shall be none to shut; and he shall shut, and there shall be none to open,ò (Isa_22:22 CAB). This is 

repeated in Job_12:14, and in Rev_3:7. (Also see Job_9:12; 11:10). Scripture also clearly says that you 

cannot change what God says. See Deu_4:2; 12:32; Rev_22:18-19; Joh_13:16. So whatever He says and 

or does concerning marriage sticks despite all the efforts of man. 

Galatians 3:15 says, ñBrothers, I speak like men. Though it is only a manôs covenant, yet when it 

has been confirmed, no one makes it void, or adds to it.ò (Gal_3:15 WEB). If this is the case with a 

human covenant, which is merely witnessed by men, (and afterward enforced by God) then how much 

more absolutely unbreakable is a covenant that is both established and enforced by God Himself? 

And this we can clearly see to be the case even with the Scriptures concerning marriage quoted so far. 

 

The Lawful Outcome of One Flesh ï ñMarriageò is Cohabitation in The Bible 
Let us find out why it is so difficult to define what we are talking about at times when we say 

ñmarriageò 

 

Summaries of Linguistic Variations 

Please pay close attention and give these definitions very careful consideration: 

 

¶ A ñWeddingò ï in English: a ñweddingò is typically associated as the event at which a man and a 

woman are joined as husband and wife in marriage, but the distinct term ñweddingò does not have 

an equivalent in the Bible. (Whenever you may see the word ñweddingò in an English Bible 

version, typically it is actually taking the place of the primary Greek word for a marriage, as in a 

ñmarriage feastò or ñmarriage celebrationò). 

¶ ñMarriageò ï in English: ñMarriageò is typically considered the resulting relationship of two 

people who have been joined together as husband and wife, (but the Bible never speaks in these 

terms about ñMarriageò). 
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¶ ñMarriageò ï in Hebrew & Greek: ñMarriageò is not the resulting relationship of two people 

who have been joined together, but rather it is particularly the socially established cohabiting of a 

man and woman. (Ideally, two people have already been lawfully and morally joined before this 

takes place, but this is certainly not true in many cases) 

¶ ñBeing Glued/ Joinedò ï in Hebrew & Greek: Being Joined is passively received by a couple 

from God and takes place either before or during a marriage feast celebration as a distinct element 

from the marriage itself, when two people first make a one flesh covenant, (which might sometimes 

be long before a marriage celebration). ï Notice that English speakers do not usually make this 

distinction between being glued or joined and getting married, but the Bible does. [Reminder Note: Being 

ñgluedò/ ñjoinedò and being ñbound,ò together in a one flesh covenant was covered before addressing marriage here] 
 

An Explanation of Linguistic Variations  

Unfortunately there is often a lot of confusion in modern cultures when people start talking about 

ñmarriage,ò especially when it is in reference to the Bible. An argument could definitely be made that 

neither ñmarriageò nor any other word is sufficient for the words in the original languages because they 

often have such drastically different connotations in particular passages, but because of lack of other 

words while still seeking to be as specific and correct as possible I am using the word ñmarriageò while 

not sticking with the English connotations of this word; I am exclusively going along with the Biblical 

connotations which are from Hebrew and Greek.  

Please be aware: When comparing what I teach about ñmarriageò with what a few other people have 

said seeking to defend ñmarriage,ò they might very well seem to have said things contrary to what I 

write here while in fact the difference may not actually add up to anything contradictory at all, since in 

many cases English writers are simply talking about ñmarriageò in an English sense (two people being 

joined together as husband and wife) while I am talking about ñmarriageò in a more Hebrew and Greek 

sense (two people coming together in cohabitation to live as husband and wife) and I am specifically 

communicating it this way for the sake of being as exact and consistent as I can as we go throughout 

the Bible with these Biblical concepts that have all been generically mixed up as ñmarriageò in the 

English language.  

A primary example of this linguistic complication would be the saying, ñmarriage is permanent till 

death.ò While this is true in an English sense of the word, yet in a Biblical, Hebrew and Greek sense, 

you have to say ñone flesh is permanentéò rather than using the word ñmarriage,ò because marriage 

(two people coming together to live as husband and wife) in the Bible is not actually the permanent 

part of what we often call marriage in English ï So please try hard not to misunderstand me at any 

point: please stretch with me from the vagueness of our English concepts so you can also understand a 

Biblical world view about marriage in the Hebrew and Greek sense. 

Although ñmarriageò is probably frequently the closest word in English for the Words used 

throughout the Bible, yet there are some foundational differences that we need to come to terms with 

before understanding numerous critical passages about marriage. One of the most basic concepts we 

often need to grasp is that numerous words behind ñmarriageò throughout the Bible at their basis are 

synonymous with simple cohabitation, and although by the time a marriage happens people have 

hopefully already passed into one flesh by a lawful covenant at some point, yet marriage itself does not, 

in itself, equate with or necessarily include the more profound concept of being one substance with a 

spouse. 

 

Hebrew Expressions for Marriage 
Note: While the following references may or may not represent the best source text for each given scenario, the following representative examples are 
taken from the MT simply to give a summary of Hebrew terminology.  
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¶ ñ˥˵˪ò (l©qach), (H3947) ï To ñtakeò (women), (Gen_19:14; Num_12:1; Deu_25:5; 1Ch_2:21; 

Rth_4:13) 

¶ ñ˭ ˸ò˥ (ch©than), (H2859) ï To ñgiveò (women), (Gen_34:9; Deu_7:3) 

¶ ñs˯ˮò/ ñ˞̆òˮ (n©Ŝ©ô / n©s©h), (H5375) ï To lift up/ carry (women), (2Ch_13:21) 

¶ ñ˟ ̅ò˧ (y©shab), (H3427) ï To sit (women) down (i.e. to live as wives in their houses), (Neh_13:23, 

27) [This is represented literally and consistently in the Greek LXX (as seen in the next sub point)] 
¶ [others: ñ˫˟ ò˧ (y©bam), (H2992) ï pertaining to the duties of a levirate marriage (Gen_38:8); H5772 ñsˮx˰ò (ȣ¹n©h) ï Exo_21:10; see also: Lev_22:12] 

 

All of these very strange sounding expressions often get represented as ñmarriageò in English (either 

directly or indirectly). 

 

Greek Expressions For ñMarriageò 

¶ ñɔɎɛɞɠò (G1060; ALS p. 106) ï the primary Greek word (especially in the New Testament) for 

marriage, which is frequently equated with cohabitation. 
[An intensified variation of this is marrying upon: Jos_23:12; 2Ch_18:1; Ezr_9:14; Mat_22:24 (also see v. 25, 30); also see ñŮəɔŬɛɘůəɞɜŰŬɘò (Luk_20:35; 

as well as 1Co_7:38)] 

¶ ñ ɔɡɜ  ́ ɜŭɟɠò ï the woman under a man, (Num_5:29, and also v. 20; Pro_6:24, 29; Rom_7:2 

(compare Rom_7:1-4)  

¶ ñɔɡɜŬɘəɠ ůɡɜəɘůɛɜɖɠò ï a cohabited woman (see the following examples) 

¶ ñɚɓ ɔɡɜŬəŬò ï (if a man has) taken a woman (i.e. home to himself), (Deu_24:5) 

¶ ñɚɛɣŮŰŬɘ ŬŰɜ ŬɡŰ ɔɡɜŬəŬò taken her to himself (as) a woman (Deu_25:5) 

¶ ñɞ əɗɘůŬɜ ɔɡɜŬəŬɠò ï They sat women down (i.e. to live as wives in their houses), (Neh_13:23, 

27 [LXX: 2Esdras 23:23, 27]) [Note: ñsitting downò is sometimes used as a figure of speech in the Bible for living somewhere. (this is typically 

represented simply as marriage in English)] 
 

A Few Hebrew and Greek Terms for the Whole Process In General 

In addition to the specific terms for entering into a covenant, and those specific terms for entering into 

marriage-cohabitation, we may also consider a few terms that are often used to describe the entire 

process in general 

 

Becoming Women to Men 

¶ Hebrew: ñ̅ ˮ˫˧ò/ ñˢ̇ò˞ (óishsh©h/ n©sh´ym), (H802) ï to óbecome womenô (i.e. wives) unto men 

¶ Greek: ñɔɜɤɜŰŬɘ ɔɡɜŬəŮɠ/ ůŰɤůŬɜ ɔɡɜŬəŮɠò ï becoming/ being women (i.e. to men) 

References: Num_36:3, 6, 10-12, Jos_23:12 (MT); 1Ki_11:19 

 

Lord/ Master  

¶ ñ˪ ˰ò̌ (baȣal), (H1167) ï To be a ñmasterò (fig. be owner) of a woman (Exo_21:3; Deu_22:22; 

Deu_24:1; Pro_30:23; Isa_54:1; Isa_62:4, Isa_62:5; Jer_3:14 (LXX = ñəŬŰŬəɡɟɘŮůɤò ï lord down 

on; fig. rule over, [compare: Gen_18:12 (əɟɘɠ); 1Pe_3:6 (əɨɟɘɞɜ); Rom_7:1 (əɡɟɘŮɨŮɘ)]); Mal_2:11 (MT = ñMarried,ò but 

not in LXX ) 

 

Becoming A Manôs 

¶ ñɔŮɜɞɛɜɖ ɔɜɖŰŬɘ ɜŭɟò ï Generically, becomes a manôs (Num_30:6; Deu_24:2; Rth_1:12-13; 

Eze_44:25; Rom_7:1-4)  

 

As an original bases, these terms seem to somewhat initially speak of establishing a one flesh covenant, 

but by application they are often carried over into cohabitation to describe the entire process as a whole 

as well. 

Tragically, All of these Terms Are Simply Represented as ñMarriageò in English Versions 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
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Whether they are from Hebrew or Greek, or they are general terms or specific terms, or they are 

referring to one flesh or cohabitation, all of these very strange sounding expressions often get 

generically thrown together and irresponsibly represented as ñmarriageò with no distinction in English. 

It can be very haphazard and dangerous to erase such a defining distinction in such a vital teaching as 

ñone fleshò and its relationship with ñmarriage!ò  

Do you get the impression that there is a huge cultural gap that Bible versions have been trying to 

bridge*? But in seeking to ñbridgeò they have actually ñblurredò instead; English readers typically have 

virtually no idea what kind of concepts they have completely missed in the Bible about ñone fleshò and 

ñmarriage.ò The Bible says a whole lot of defining truth by using particular terms like this, and 

virtually no one in English has access to fully consider these important implications, since perceiving 

their distinctiveness is usually inaccessible to them.  

Let it suffice to say for now as a summary that one of the main things English readers often have no 

clue about is the fact that the Bible does not consider these concepts of ñmarriageò (from Hebrew and 

Greek) as terms to indicate two people being joined per say, but these terms are about being together 

and experiencing the life of cohabitation as man and woman. ï The ñjoiningò part (where two people 

become ñone fleshò) is truly important, but that is a distinct, preceding concept reserved particularly for 

the actual ñcovenant,ò and is not directly attached so much to ñmarriageò as done in our modern 

cultures. This extremely important truth is all throughout the Scriptures, and we cannot really escape it 

if we are going to carefully and thoroughly cover the details surrounding divorce and remarriage. 

 
[* The anthropological term ñtransculturationò is sometimes used in modern Bible translation theory to describe changing the proclamation of the Bible in 

order to make it fit with different people groups. Nearly all Bible versions do this to one degree or the other (including the KJV) but because óyou cannot 
actually separate language from culture,ô paraphrases at their very foundation are almost entirely based on ñtransculturationò (for more, see the section on 

ñBible Paraphrasesò in the Bibliography)] 

 

A Few Example Passages Where Marriage is Equated with Cohabitation 

Gen_20:1-3 And Abraham said concerning [ˊŮɟ ] Sarah his wife, She is my sister, for he feared to say 

[ Űɘ ï that], She is my wife, lest at any time the men of the city should kill him for her sake [ñfor her sakeò 

ï ŭɘ ] [ not in MT here, but MT & LXX  include this saying in Gen_12:11-13; 26:7]. So [ŭ ] Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took 

[ ɚŬɓŮɜ] Sarah [i.e. Abimelech began a marriage by ñtakingò ( ɚŬɓŮɜ) Sara into his house].  3  And *God came to [Ů ů ɚɗŮɜ  ɗŮ ɠ ˊɟ ɠ ï 

the God came into (and) toward] Abimelech by night in his sleep, and said, Behold, youôll die [MT: ñyou are a dead manò 

(WEB); (compare v. 7)] for [ˊŮɟ ] the woman whom you have taken [ ɚŬɓŮɠ], for she has lived with a husband [ 
ůɡɜ əɖəɡ Ŭ ɜŭɟ   ï lit. cohabited with a man, i.e. she has already been lawfully ñtakenò into another manôs cohabitation; MT: ñfor she is a manôsH1167 [lit. 
masterôs] wifeH1166 [lit. mastered (woman)]ò (KJV [with insertions]) ï for both LXX & MT this is fig. married] 
 

Note: it goes without saying that this remarriage (that is, this re-cohabitation) was immoral on the 

bases that she had already lived in another manôs house (that is, she had already married another man). 

This automatically invalidated her from entering into a lawful and moral covenant with Abimelech, 

even though he had performed a socially acceptable ñcohabitationò or ñmarriageò with her. It was not 

enough for them to cohabit; He actually needed a lawful covenant which God would recognize, as a 

prerequisite and basis for this practice to be considered lawful and moral. 

 
[Also note: this passage is covered much more thoroughly in chapter 2 under, ñGen 20 and Mal 2 ï The Bible Specifically Teaches that God Punishes 
Ignorant Remarriage Adulteryò] 

 

Gen_24:67 CAB  And Isaac went into the house [ɞəɞɜ] of his mother, and took [ ɚŬɓŮɜ] Rebeccaé 

 

Deu_21:10-13 CAB  And if when youé 11  éshould seeé a woman beautiful in countenance, and 

should desire her, and take her to yourself for a wife*,  12  and should bring her within your houseé 13  

éand she shall abide in your houseé [then some specific instructions are given] éand afterwards you shall go in to 

her and dwell with her, and she shall be your wife. 
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[* God really understands men, doesnôt He?] 

 

Deu_22:13 CAB And if anyone should take a wife, and dwell with [ůɡɜɞɘəů (sunoikǛsǛ) ï lit. is together (sun) housed 

(oikǛsǛ), or cohabits (with)] her, and hate heré 

 

Deu_22:22 CAB And if a man be found lying with a woman married to [ůɡɜəɘůɛɜɖɠ ï lit. who has been together 

housed or who has cohabited (with)] a man, you shall kill them bothé 

 

Deu_24:1 CAB   And if anyone should take a wife, and should dwell with [ůɡɜɞɘəů (sunoikǛsǛ) ï lit. is together 

housed, or cohabits (with)] her, then it shall come to pass if she should not have found favor before  

himéthat he shall write for her [əŬ ɔɟɣŮɘ ŬŰ ï and he writes for her] a certificate of divorce, and give it into her 

hands, and he shall send[s] her away out of his house [ɞəŬɠ ï same root within the previous word (together housed)].  

 

Deu_24:3 CAB and the last husband should hate her, and write for her a certificate of divorce, and 

should give it into her hands, and send her away out of his house [ɞəŬɠ]é 

11/14/2011 

It is clear from these examples that the initiation of marriage is considered the exact same thing as the 

initiation of cohabitation.  

 

1Pe_3:7 KJV  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them [ůɡɜɞɘəɞɜŰŮɠ ï cohabit (same Greek word as before)] according 

to knowledgeé 

 

Isnôt that interesting? Even Peter considers marriage a matter of cohabitation. 

 

First Corinthians Seven Definitely Equates Marriage with Cohabitation 

This becomes extremely evident and clear when we are careful to represent and consider the specific 

and exact details in this passage. Because this is a very involved chapter I am only including the part 

that addresses this question about ñcohabitationò aspect here. 

 
Note: This entire passage is covered much more thoroughly in Chapter 4 

v. 1Co_7:9 ï ñMarriageò [used twice: ɔŬɛɖůɎŰɤůŬɜ/ ɔŬɛ ůŬɘ] is preferred over (& contrasted with) 

ñburningò; (correlating with the marriage vs. prostitution/ fornication in v. 1Co_7:2) 

v. 1Co_7:10 ï The óno separationô command (ódo not separate your women from youô) is applied to 

married people (v. 1Co_7:9, not to óbetrothal scenariosô [compare v. 1Co_7:6-8]) and is clearly 

referencing the specific teaching of Jesus (Mat_19:5-6; Mar_10:7-9) 

v. 1Co_7:11 ï Passively receiving Separation from marriage (v. 1Co_7:9-10) means being ówithout 

marriage,ô [i.e. cohabitation (as mentioned in the next verse)] yet still being obligated to that spouse 

[i.e. by one flesh], as being commanded not to marry another; [note: just because you are ñwithout 

marriageò (i.e. cohabitation) does not mean you are without ñone fleshò and are allowed to marry another!] 

v. 1Co_7:12-16 ï Continue cohabitation [ůɡɜ-éɞ əŮ ɜ ɛŮŰ  ï lit. together-éhabit with, i.e. fig. 

marriage (as directly said in v. 1Co_7:11)] with an unbelieving spouse if possible [note: The 

experience of ñmarriageò is directly linked with cohabitation here in v. 1Co_7:11-16] 

v. 1Co_7:14 ï You can be one flesh with an unbeliever, and even clean their pagan flesh by faith* ! (So 

this is certainly a lawful marriage) [* i.e. like David did for Michael] 

v. 1Co_7:15 ï If the unbeliever leaves, then be content to live in peace (i.e. the ñsinglenessò in v. 

1Co_7:11) [i.e. one flesh still exists! ï you are not permitted to marry another] 

(only unbelievers actively separate from a lawful marriage) 

v. 1Co_7:16 ï But if you can remain with an unbeliever then you might save them 
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Basing Our Understanding out of the Original Languages Really Helps 

I generally did not have any idea that there was such a definite and consistent distinction between 

marriage and one flesh until I started reading the Bible in Greek. Before being corrected by the Hebrew 

and Greek Scriptures, I thought that marriage in the Bible was essentially the ómysticalô reality of two 

people being made one flesh, but afterward I realized that this was not at all the way the Bible was 

describing its word for ñmarriage.ò Instead, I finally noticed that this cohabitation-marriage theme is 

very strong and consistent throughout the entire Bible, especially when you actually become aware of 

the original words being used.  

Although I certainly agree that there is sometimes an advantageous practicality to terms like, ñbeing 

married in Godôs eyes,ò especially for the average English speaker, yet I am simply wanting to 

encourage us to be sensitive to the fact that the Scriptures never use the ñmarriageò word like this. 

When the Scriptures speak about this mystical reality, it usually uses the term ñone flesh,ò or a number 

of other phrases, and this can be disconcerting to an uninformed English reader trying to distinctly 

understand what God has said about the life-long oneness of lawful spouses (for example, Mar_6:17-18; 

1Co_7:11). 

Because there are so many people saying so many things using the same words to refer to different 

concepts, and much of this ends up having no real Biblical bases to begin with, there is a need to revisit 

our definitions and clarify these things before moving on. For the purposes of this book, whenever we 

say ñmarriage,ò we are not talking about modern English definitions, but we have chosen to 

intentionally stick to the Biblical terms to avoid confusion from using inconsistent terminologies when 

referring to Scriptural passages and teachings. When we say ñmarriageò in this book, we mean the 

more basic concepts and words used in the Bible to speak of the experience of cohabitation, and not 

necessarily the more embellished connotations in use today. When we say ñmarriage covenantò we 

mean the preceding covenant that allows marriage (cohabitation) to be lawful. 

I know that this can seem to bring up even more questions than it answers at first, but I have been 

compelled to go in this direction for the sake of the rest of the passages we need to look at, and when 

all is said and done we can have a more accurate and thorough understanding of one flesh and the 

marriage-cohabitation that is supposed to follow.  

 

But for clarity in the meantime, before we go through the rest of this book, let set out some important 

clarifications: 

¶ Although marriage is cohabitation in the Bible, this does not mean that all cohabitation (or 

marriage) is lawful before God (for example: if people live together without being in covenant, they 

have an unlawful, non-covenant cohabitation, or, ñmarriageò of sorts) 

¶ In the Bible, everyone knew that a father had to give his daughter away to a man before they could 

ever lawfully cohabit (or even be together) 

¶ In Biblical days, fatherôs and brothers took it as their vital honor and responsibility to protect the 
purity of their daughters (compare Gen_34:7, 31; 2Sa_13:20-22, 28-29, 32-33; Son_8:8-10) 

¶ In ancient cultures when women were not commonly prostituted before the eyes of all society, it 

was extremely shameful and dangerous for a womanôs future livelihood to cohabit with a man 

before being in at least a socially recognized relationship with him. If society concluded that she 

had committed fornication, she could very easily never get married for the rest of her life (compare, 

for example, 2Sa_13:20-22), and might have little to no way of finding a livelihood (Rth_1:9; 3:1-

18). 

¶ Because cohabitation was generally rare outside of a marriage celebration, marriage and 

cohabitation could easily be more or less synonymous in the Bible. 
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¶ Unless indicated otherwise, it is generally understood throughout the Bible that before cohabitation 

could take place, socially, a woman had to first enter into a covenant with a man so that he could 

first own her before they could lawfully cohabit. 

¶ Therefore, one flesh is not marriage in the Bible, but one flesh is the result of a prerequisite 

covenant that is established first before lawful marriage (cohabitation) can take place. 

¶ This covenant was sometimes established a few minutes before the cohabitation-marriage 

(Gen_24:64-67), but even more frequently, among the Jews, cohabitation was often done a whole 

year or more later (Mat_1:18-19). But whether it was a minute or a year, it is this covenant that 

precedes lawful, moral marriage, and was a standard practice among the ancient societies in the 

Bible for managing the purity of their people. 

¶ If it  is done according to Godôs rules, establishing a covenant before marriage (cohabitation) makes 

a man and a woman go into one flesh so that they can now morally and lawfully live together and 

belong to each other for the rest of their lives. 

¶ If people are lawless and do not reverence the boundaries which God set on marriage, then they 

will think to enter into a covenant with whomever they please, yet if they seek to be with someone 

who is not free to marry, then their shameful attempt at making a lawful covenant will fail, and they 

will live in an immoral cohabitation (marriage) which is just as immoral, and even worse, than if 

they did not make a covenant to begin with 

 

Isa 28:17-18 CAB éand you that trust vainly in falsehoodé  18  éit [will]  also take away your 

covenant of death, and your trust in Hades shall by no means standé 

 

Why Understanding Marriage as Cohabitation is Important 

Missing the point that marriage means cohabitation in the Bible can cause great confusion! If we 

mistake marriage as being equivalent with one flesh then we have some enormous, irresolvable 

problems, but if we understand a more Biblical concept of marriage being cohabitation then the 

following passages make a lot more sense. 

One passage of notable significance on this issue is first Corinthians seven: 

 

1Co_7:10-11 CAB  Now to those who have married I command, yet not I, but the Lord [commanded in Mat_19:6]: 

A wife is not to be separated from her husband--  11  and even if she does separate [ ɜ ŭ  əŬ  ɢɤɟɘůɗ ï 

separation has happened to her ï the Greek is in the ñPassive Voiceò], let her remain unmarried  or be reconciled to her 

husbandðand a husband is not to divorce his wife. 

 

We see that the woman is not allowed to marry another even though she is called ñunmarriedò after 

divorce. This is because the moral binding is not dependant on currently experiencing ñmarriageò 

(cohabitation) but on the enduring and immovable reality of one flesh. The question is not whether or 

not she is currently ñmarriedò (cohabited), but whether or not she is still bound into one flesh with her 

first spouse. The geography and the social paperwork are not the question here, but the substance and 

unity of her flesh is. It is clear from this passage that she is both unmarried , and not permitted to 

marry another, because after divorce, a woman cannot go into re-cohabitation (remarriage) with 

another man and also accomplish another lawful covenant, even if it is socially established by another 

marriage feast or wedding, but even if they attempt to establish another covenant the marriage is still 

called adultery by the mouth of Jesus and the Apostles He sent us. 

 

Luk_16:18 CAB Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and everyone 

who marries a woman who is divorced from her husband commits adultery. 
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It is clear that ómarrying anotherô does not indicate a valid and lawful one flesh covenant. On the 

contrary: by calling remarriage adultery it is clear that the first covenant is still intact, and the second 

one is invalidated and gives them an immoral and unlawful cohabitation which is called adultery 

against the first, enduring covenant. If we thought that marriage was one flesh, then it is really an 

awfully confusing statement to say marrying another is adultery. But it is clear from Jesusô Words that 

you do not become one flesh with another in this case, but instead He says you marry another, and this 

immoral re-cohabitation is called adultery. 

Although this remarriage is recognized as an acceptable cohabitation by society, it is not recognized 

before God, which (along with other sins) is one of the main reasons why Jesus says previous to this: 

 

Luk_16:15 CAB And He said to them, ñYou are those who justify yourselves before men, but God 

knows your hearts. Because that which is exalted among men is an abomination before God. 

 

We see that marrying another is not becoming one flesh with another person, but it simply refers to 

cohabiting with another person in a way that is socially acceptable and lawful in societyôs eyes. God on 

the other hand is standing faithfully by the one flesh He formed in the garden, and treats any other 

social agreement as nothing but abominable sin. Because marriage in and of itself has nothing 

inherently to do with one flesh, therefore Jesus calls re-cohabitation (remarriage) with another person 

ñadultery.ò  

In making a direct reference to John the Baptist (Luk_16:16-17), Jesus linked these statements against 

immoral marriage with what John had publically opposed Herod for, especially by using the Greek 

word ñɓɘɎɕŮŰŬɘò ï violence, (as also used in Mat_11:12-13 (ɓɘɎɕŮŰŬɘéɓɘŬůŰŬ )) Jesus alluded to how 

John had ultimately heroically sealed this testimony with his own blood (Luk_9:7-9): 

 

Mar_6:17-18 CAB For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of [əɟɎŰɖůŮ ï i.e. grabbed mightily] John, and bound 

him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philipôs wife [Ű ɜ ɔɡɜŬəŬ ūɘɚɑˊˊɞɡ ï lit. the woman of Philip]; 

because he had married her.  18  For John would say to Herod, ñIt is not lawful for you to have 

your brotherôs wife [Ű ɜ ɔɡɜŬəŬ Űɞ ŭŮɚűɞ ůɞɡ ï lit. the woman, the one of your brother, or the woman of that of your brother].ò 

 

Notes about Mar 6 

¶ If divorce had freed Herodias from being Philipôs lawful wife, and Herodôs divorces had freed him, 
then Herodias and Herod may have gotten lawfully married. 

¶ The fact that it was not lawful for Herod to marry Herodias proves very clearly that divorce had not 

freed her from being one flesh with Herodôs brother Philip. 

¶ John does not say, óit is bad what you did,ô but he says, óit is bad what you are doing.ô ï ñIt is not 

lawfulò* (in English and Greek) is a present-tense statement. 

¶ Jesus very clearly links this to the New Covenant teaching against divorce and remarriage, not the 

Old Covenant teaching against incest (Luk_16:15-18). 

¶ Just like Luke 16, Mark 6 shows that Herod marrying Herodias had nothing to do with a lawful one 

flesh covenant, but again, John shows that it was simply an adulterous, socially recognized re-

cohabitation, or ñmarriage.ò ï This has nothing to do with the one flesh which Jesus defended from 

the garden! 

 
[* the Greek is, ñɞə ɝŮůŰɑò ï this is an action verb in the Present Tense, Active Voice, and Indicative Mood] 
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4. Salvation Never Alters Your Marriage 

Covenant  

 

The Marriage Covenant Applies to Everyone, Before and After Salvation 
The Bible consistently recognizes marriages in all kinds of different circumstances, by all kinds of 

people, whether young or old, Jew or foreigner, monotheist or pagan, sinner or saint:  

 

Gen_4:16-17 ï Cain 

Gen_4:19 ï Lamech 

Gen_12:18-19 ï Abraham and Pharaoh 

Gen_20:17-18 ï Abimelech, a pagan Philistine (see all of Gen_20 for the whole story) 

Gen_39:4-13 ï Joseph vs. Potipharôs wife 

1Ki_16:30 ï Ahab was godless, buté 

1Ki_16:31; 21:5, 7, 25 ï Ahab had a wife 

Dan_6:24 ï Danielôs accusers 

Mat_14:1-4 ï Philip the Tetrarchôs remarried wife (who is still called Philipôs wife after she was 

remarried to Herod) 

Mat_27:19 ï Pilate 

Luk_17:27 ï ñThe days of Noahò ï God noticed that they married 

1Co_7:10-16 ï Believing spouses commanded to stay married to unbelieving spouses (also compare 

verse 39) 

 
[This list of verses was initially a summary of these things as discussed in ñTill Death do us Part?ò by Mr. Joseph Webb, and then refined over many years 

for use in this book] 

 

By far my favorite highlight from this list is when Joseph resisted adultery and said, ñyou are his 

wifeé how could I sin against God?ò (Gen_39:9). We see that at the very basis of Josephôs righteous 

flight from immoral adultery is a recognition of the validity of Potipharôs covenant marriage to his 

wife. 

All of these verses show that God recognized and cared about marriage covenants made by everyone 

from saints to pagans. It is very clear from this that unsaved people can marry and it still counts before 

God, even if they get truly saved one day down the road. Because of this Paul commanded converted 

spouses to remain with their unbelieving spouses in hopes of saving them, even though the marriage 

was made before conversion (1Co_7:10-16). 

Whether we have been married, divorced, or even remarried, God saw, recognized, and sealed our 

first (valid) marriage, even if it was before or after we decided to become a christian. If God knew how 

to recognize Philipôs marriage to Herodias, then He knows how to recognize our marriages too. If God 

knew how to testify against Herodiasô remarriage to Herod, then He also knows how to warn us today 

against our adulterous remarriages, whether or not we think we are ñsaved.ò 

 

Marriage Covenants Are Love-Debts that Continue After Salvation 
So many people are so willing to minimize their obligations to their spouses when it has entered into 

their heart to divorce and remarry, but contrary to this, the Scriptures have obligated people to their 

lawful marriage by calling it a ñdebt.ò Not only is it called a ñdebt,ò but it is described as a covenant 

that is so binding that not even conversion will alter its terms.  

But some may complain and say that it is inappropriate to describe marriage as a ñdebt.ò However, 

arenôt we encouraged to consider ñloveò a debt that should never be considered fully repaid?  
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The Bible Definitely Tells Us to Be Indebted to Love Each Other 

Rom_13:8 CAB Owe nothing [ɛɖŭŮɜ] to no one [ɛɖŭŮɜɘ], except to love one anotheré 

 

This ñlove debtò especially applies to family: 

 

1Ti_5:4 CAB  But if a certain widow has children or grandchildren*, let them first learn to show piety 

to their own household and to make repayment to their parents** ; for this is acceptable before God. 

 
[* əɔɞɜɞɠ ï i.e. descendants; lit. ñsomeoneò (ɞɠ) ñgeneratedò (ɔɞɜ) ñoutò (ə) of her] 
[** ˊɟɞɔɧɜɞɘɠ ï the exact same word in English is: ñprogenitorsò ï those who were before you (ˊɟɞ/ pro), and ended up ñgeneratingò (ɔɧɜɞɘɠ) you, 
including your grandparents; i.e. your forefathers/ ancestors] 

 

And when it comes to the most important family relation, of marriage, we can be certain that this love 

is a ñdebtò that God will require us to pay: 

 

Eph_5:25, 28 CAB Husbands, love your own wives, just as Christ [  ֡ǭǧǠǩǪחǩ ï the anointed one] also loved the 

church and gave Himself for heré  28  So husbands ought to love their own wivesé (also Col_3:19) 

 

Tit_2:4 CAB éthat they may urge the young women to be lovers of their husbandsé 

 

In fact, love is a continual debt in marriage that should always be considered binding as long as a 

spouse is alive: 

 

Rom_7:2 CAB For the woman who is under a man has been bound by law to the living husband. But if 

the husband should die, she is released from the law of the husband. 

 

In this verse ñboundò is the Greek word ñŭɏɤò (deǾ) which is where we get our word ñdebt.ò 

 

Do you think for one moment that you can divorce your spouse, and God is going to look down on you 

from heaven and not notice that you are not paying the debt He has bound you to? Now are you going 

to add remarriage on top of that, and claim to be obligated to a new spouse, and then assume that by 

covering your tracks God will forget the original debt? We should already know that this is not true. 

Whether our debts are generic, relational, or even monetary, God wants us to address our 

indebtedness to one another, and resolve all things while always paying the continual ñlove debt,ò 

whether that is to parents, siblings, or even to those with which we have marital obligations. But using 

ñsalvationò as a way out of these debts is simply an attempt aimed at avoiding our obligations. We 

should take warning at how this is condemned by the following Scriptures: 

 

From Zacchaeusô Example to John the Baptistôs Preaching ï We Must Address Our 

Indebtedness! 

About monetary debt and obligations before salvation the Bible gives us the following story: 

 

Luk_19:2, 5-6, 8-9 CAB And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, and he was a chief tax 

collector, and this man was rich....  5  é Jesus ésaid to him, ñéI must stay in your house.ò  6  So he 

éreceived Him, rejoicingé  8  Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ñLook, Lord, I give half of 

my possessions to the poor; and if I have extorted anything from anyone, I restore fourfold.ò  9  And 

Jesus said to him, ñToday salvation has come to this houseé 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
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More than twenty times ñtax collectorsò are mentioned in the Bible, and only one of these references 

does not specifically link them with sin:  

Mat_5:46-47; 9:9-12; (10:3); 11:19; 18:17; 21:31-32; Mar_2:14-17; Luk_3:12-13; 5:27-32; 7:29-34; 

15:1; 18:10-14; 19:1-10. 

 

For this reason John the Baptist commanded the repentant tax collectors, ñCollect nothing more than 

the amount which has been commanded to you,ò (Luk_3:13b CAB). Due to the unjust political 

structure afforded to tax collectors during New Testament times, Zacchaeus had been given many 

chances over many years to extort a lot of money from a lot of people who were heavily taxed at that 

time (notice: Luk_19:2). But like practically all other tax collectors, Zacchaeus did not legally owe 

these people anything on paper as a result of doing this, but morally before God he owed many of them 

a lot for what he stole before salvation. In the same way, a person may be legally divorced on paper 

and no longer legally obligated to their first spouse, but before God they are held to a much greater 

debt that is of greater value than all the money Zacchaeus ever stole. Love does more than the Law in 

making us indebted to each other, and the marriage debt is enforced by a much mightier fist than all the 

legislation that the government could ever make. And if you willfully continue to neglect to pay the 

marriage debt to selflessly love, cherish, and provide for your spouse, how will you escape the wrath of 

God? 

Zacchaeusô earthly debts did not disappear when he was saved, but instead, Jesus announced that he 

was saved because he repented and paid his debts. Although he was in the midst of the process of being 

(vertically) forgiven of every debt that he ever acquired before God, Zacchaeus showed that he was 

still (horizontally) responsible unto the people whom he had stolen from by repaying them, instead 

of simply ñsaying a little prayerò as we so often do, as though they should all simply disappear! 

How much more serious are marriage covenants than money! Money commitments are serious, but 

marriage is the most serious horizontal commitment one can make in this life. If Zacchaeus showed us 

that monetary debts remain after salvation, we can be certain that marriage commitments remain all the 

more! 

Although we know that both would definitely end at death, how much more will original marriage 

debts endure more than monetary debts, enduring through salvation, remarriage and everything else? If 

salvation could erase marriage covenants made before salvation, then how much easier could it erase 

the financial debt that a person may owe which was stolen and often spent long before they were 

saved? And do not neglect to notice that it was only when Zacchaeus had given to the poor and 

addressed his monetary debts (ñin the fleshò) which were acquired before salvation, that Jesus said, 

ñToday salvation has come to this houseéò (Luk_19:9 CAB). Although it is certain that we must 

never even think to ópay God backô for our moral crimes we have committed before His face 

throughout our lives (ex. Rom_4:1-8), yet, we had better zealously address our indebtedness to one 

another if we wish to have any reasonable hope of ósalvation coming to our houseô as it did with 

Zacchaeus. 

And just as John the Baptist commanded the repentant tax collectors, ñCollect nothing more than the 

amount which has been commanded to you,ò (Luk_3:13b CAB) so all the more zealously he charged 

Herod, the remarried King, ñéIt is not lawful for you to have her.ò (Mat_14:4 CAB; Also Mar_6:18; 

Luk_16:15-18). This is because the Scriptures say: 

 

1Co_7:4 CAB The wife does not have authority
 G1850, G3756

 over her own body, but the husband does. 

And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 
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Therefore, if one divorces and remarries, they steal their body from their lawful spouse and give it to 

another to whom it does not belong! We must make restitution as much as possible if we hope to be 

saved like Zacchaeus was. 

This much that we have addressed here can be clearly seen, but the problem is that we are unwilling 

to repent and make restitution in this area, because we are stubbornly committed to the slavery of the 

flesh and it sins, and will by no means obey God when it means sacrificing our own selfish happiness 

to actually love other people in truth, as God commanded. 

 

Jesus Commands us to Face Our Indebtedness 

Instead of being like Zacchaeus, we make up excuses to maintain our stolen property by saying it 

became ñrepossessedò after salvation.  Somehow, we think we no longer belong to our spouses (despite 

what God did in making us belong to them) and because ñall things are newò we are free from any 

obligations because of religious affiliation. What sick and filthy perversion! Where is anything like this 

ever taught in the Scriptures? Oh, how we have become like the Pharisees! 

 

Mat_15:4-9 WEB  For God commanded [ɚŮɔɤɜ (ŮɘˊŮɜ in A-texts) ï saying], óHonor your father and your mother,ô 

and, óHe who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death [ɗŬɜɎŰ ŰŮɚŮɡŰɎŰɤ ï Lit. with ñdeathò let him 

ñfinishò life].ô   5  But you say, óWhoever may tell his father or his mother, ñWhatever help you might 

otherwise have gotten from me is a gift devoted to God [ ŭɟɞɜ ï lit. a gift; fig., cultural, contextual application: to God (i.e. 

releasing me from being obligated/ indebted to you)],ò   6  he shall not [ɞ ɛ  ï i.e. not at all] honor**   his father or mother.ô 

You have made the commandment of God void because of your tradition.   7  You hypocrites! Well did 

Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,   8  óThese people draw near to me with their mouth, And honor**  me 

with their lips; But their heart is far from me.   9  And in vain do they worship me, Teaching as 

doctrine [ŭɘŭɎůəɞɜŰŮɠ ŭɘŭŬůəŬɚɑŬɠ ï teaching as teachings] *rules made by [ɜŰɎɚɛŬŰŬ ï commandments of] men.ôò 

 
[** ñHonorò ï we should take note that ñhonorò often means ñfinancial support,ò as in numerous passages such as 1Ti_5:3-18; esp. compare: 1Ti_5:17-18. 

This is contrasted sharply with simply ñhonoringò with oneôs lips in v. 8, which (culturally) most Jews should have been able to recognize as a true 
ñhypocrisyò when pointed out like this] 

 

Do you see the following from Mat 15? 

¶ Children owed their parents ñhonorò 

¶ God ordained and commanded it 

¶ The Pharisees excused sons and daughters from this God-ordained debt to their parents by religious 

commitments 

¶ In the name of ñGodò they made void the very debt that God had ordained 

¶ We do the same thing when we say that salvation somehow frees us from our original marriage 

commitments 

¶ It is not the ñfreedom of the New Covenantò that makes us ñfreeò from the debts that God says we 

owe to our spouses, but the hypocrisy and lawlessness of the Pharisees 

 

Applying Mat 15: Repent of the Lawless Hypocrisy of the Pharisees! ï Obey Godôs Commands to 

Pay People what You Truly Owe Them Before God 

Mat_16:11-12 CAB How is it you do not perceive that I did not speak to you about bread, but to 

beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees?ò  12  Then they understood that He did not say to 

beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine [teaching] of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 

Luk_12:1 CAB  éBeware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
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Notice that He did not say that the leaven of the Pharisees was ñlegalismò or ñbeing too literalò or 

ñstrict,ò but rather He said it was ñhypocrisy.ò And this hypocrisy is used today within the church to 

release people from their God-ordained debts to their marriages in the name of ñGodò (Mat_15:4-6). 

I hope you can see that we are doing essentially the exact same thing in the area of marriage that the 

Pharisees were doing in their day with childrenôs obligations to parents. God is not opposed to His own 

work and purpose. His redeeming work of salvation in a personôs life will never undo His uniting work 

of making two people one (and indebted to one another) in a valid marriage covenant! Remember He 

said,  

 

Luk_11:17 CAB éEvery kingdom divided against itself is made desolate, and a house divided against 

a house falls. 

 

God will not forget the commitments that He personally sealed when a person is made one with their 

lawful spouse, because He will not contradict His own work. God takes covenants seriously. He will 

remember the debts that He ordained to be kept as holy marriage covenants.  Because He sealed this 

covenant, He will also condemn everything that defies and profanes this covenant, including 

remarriage. 

 

Salvation Has No Bearing on the Validity of Marriage Covenants 
Although a lot changed when I repented of my sins to follow and obey Jesus, when I was saved from 

sin I did not all of the sudden turn around and find myself lawfully married to a spouse!  This may 

sound like a funny statement, but let me go oné  If someone was lawfully married and was then saved, 

this would not make their marriage unlawful. Salvation neither binds an unmarried person in marriage 

nor does it ñunbindò a married person from their current, lawful spouse. Why is this?  Because though 

we should know that salvation is infinitely powerful to save sinners from sin, salvation never changes 

the status of anyoneôs marriage covenant before God. 

Why am I making such a big deal out of such an obvious point?  Because despite these obvious 

realities many church-goers still say that if one was not ñsavedò when they remarried, and they got 

ñsavedò while remarried, then their second marriage is no longer adultery, because now they are a 

ñchristian,ò and ñall things are new,ò (a mockery of 2Co_5:17).  Do you see that we are suggesting that 

salvation changes oneôs marital status if we say that remarriage is no longer adultery against the first 

marriage after ñsalvationò?  

While people go on saying, ñIôm forgiven of my divorce and remarriage,ò playing religious games in 

order to avoid obeying the Scriptures and convincing ourselves out of our modern gospel that our 

marriage state has changed by ñgetting savedò will not ñforgiveò us from our responsibility and 

obligation to our first marriage covenant, nor will it exempt us from the repentance that God calls us to 

in forsaking relationships that He calls adulterous and sinful. 

If remarriage is somehow considered adulterous by God, it is clearly because God considers another 

marriage valid.  That valid marriage, which shows a remarriage to be adulterous, cannot cease to exist 

because one is saved.  Salvation will not and cannot delete that (first) valid marriage, because, 

salvation does not change oneôs marital status. 

A valid marriage covenant is not like sins that are ñforgiven at the cross of Calvary,ò since such 

covenants are not sin (1Co_7:28, 36-39; 1Ti_4:3 Ÿ Dan_11:37; Heb_13:4)!  Because being one flesh 

with your lawful spouse is actually good and is not sin, lawful ñmarriageò covenants cannot be 

ñforgivenò! Salvation reinforces doing what is good; it does not relieve us from responsibility to the 

good, one flesh thing which God made! 
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So we see then, if a remarriage is adulterous, it will continue to be defined this way by God as long 

as the first, good, lawful marriage covenant continues to exist, and saying a ñsalvation prayerò will not 

forgive you of being obligated to what is good, or somehow make the first marriage ñdisappear.ò   

 

2Co 5 ï We Must Believe that ñAll Things Have Become Newò ï WITHOUT 
HYPOCRISY! 
I hope these things are clear to us by now, but for the sake of all understanding and clarity, letôs address 

2 Corinthians 5:17, especially because it is in the name of this Scripture that many church people try to 

justify their inconsistent assumptions about marriage and salvation:  

 

2Co_5:17 CAB éthe old things passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

 

This is a very powerful Bible verse that I quote in prayer on a regular basis. But if we practice what I 

call ñFragmented Presumptuous Theologyò then we may be able to ignore the clear teachings in the 

rest of the Bible, including the immediate context of 2 Corinthians 5:17 itself, to pretend this verse into 

saying that God ñmakes all marriage relationshipsò ñnew.ò Against all sanity and zeal for 

righteousness, we are intently hearing a filthy prostitute preach to us that we have randomly stop being 

lawfully bound to people we donôt want to be married to, and any adulterous remarriages that we want 

to stay in are all of the sudden changed so that they are no longer sin for us.  I beg you to hear: this 

irrational mindlessness is a damnable crime which you will certainly not escape the hot wrath of God 

for falling into! 

My prayer for your benefit is that you will agree that a closer look at this passage shows us that it is 

being much more specific and focused than most church goers have often given it credit for.  

 

Basic Points We All Already Know About 2Co 5 

¶ If a person with wrinkles becomes a follower of Jesus, we all know that their wrinkles do not 

automatically disappear at conversion, nor does their hair change color! And why is that? I thought 

óall things became newô! Note: I do not mock this Scripture, but rather, the crude foolishness that 

we seek to change it into! (compare Mat_5:39; 2Co_11:19-21) 

¶ We know this does not mean that a person is made physically young again, especially because this 

has already been discussed and specified in the Scriptures (Joh_3:1-10) 

¶ It goes without saying that this verse is talking about forgiving sins and making humans into new 

creations inside spiritually, not changing their physical nature so that they are young again, or are 

no longer physically related to their parents or spouses. 

¶ While ómaking all things newô does change the debt we owe God (vertically, in the Spirit), it does 
not change the relationship debt we owe our spouses (horizontally, in the flesh) 

¶ Claiming óall things have become newô in order to allow people to remain in an adulterous 
remarriage would have to presuppose that salvation stops a person from being married to their first 

spouse and makes them married to the person they committed adultery with. Now doesnôt that 

sound ridiculous?  

¶ Making óall things newô obviously does not change a personôs marital status and let them off the 
hook so that they are no longer obliged to their spouses and can continue to commit adultery with 

other peopleôs spouses! ï that is the exact opposite of Biblical Christianity that demands 

repentance, and the new birth of righteousness that sets us free from sin (for example, Rom_6:1-23, 7, 

and 8:1-17)!  

 

Let us not ignore the meaning of this verse by forgetting the verse that precedes it:  
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2Co_5:16-17 CAB  éfrom now on, we regard [ɞŭŬɛŮɜ ï percieve] no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we have known Christ [ǭǧǠǩǪǲǤ ï anointed one] according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no 

longer.  17  Therefore [ɤůŰŮ ï because of this (i.e. what we just said)], if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 

old things passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

 

Please Notice These Points When Considering 2Co 5 

¶ Verse 16 specifically excludes ñfleshò from being included with the substance of what is being 

addressed by the passage. 

¶ The scope of ñall thingsò that ñhave become newò in verse 17 is narrowed by the ñflesh-exclusionò 

mentioned in verse 16. 

¶ ñall thingsò specifically excludes ñflesh.ò 

¶ Marriage is a covenant based on ñfleshò (i.e. ñthe two will become [into] one fleshò Gen_2:24, CAB). 

¶ ñall thingsébecoming newò specifically excludes the realm of marriage (that is, ñfleshò). 

¶ Marriage, divorce, and remarriage are on the plane of flesh that does not ñbecome newò after 

salvation. 

 

If we die to this life to follow Jesus, God forgives us from our sins and ñmakes all things newò by an 

incredible, supernatural, mysterious rebirth of Godôs Spirit (Joh_3:1-10) but He does not wipe out our 

fleshly responsibilities and obligations in the process. By making us new and setting us free from sin, 

He does not allow us to get away with disregarding justice by neglecting to meet our responsibilities to 

others, but Jesus actually enables us to do what we could never fulfill in our sinful flesh in being 

devoted to loving other people, and in every way fulfilling and even surpassing our responsibilities to 

care for and provide for each other. This definitely includes marriage in the same way as it includes our 

responsibilities to honor our parents and take care of our children, and lawful marriage is even more of 

an enduring obligation than all of these things! 

We should repent of making excuses to avoid our lawful responsibilities before God, and we should 

instead begin to ñperceive no one according to fleshò (2Co_5:16 Jos.Trans.). Then we can be spiritually 

minded and be released from living in sin when we declare that ñall things have become newò 

(2Co_5:17 CAB), and never make the gross mistake of thinking we can be released from our lawful 

marriage covenants (which are accomplished in our flesh by God) by some filthy, treacherous, and 

unbiblical view of ósalvation,ô that makes us no longer responsible to our fellow man and lawful 

spouse! 

 

College Debts Teach Us about Marriage Debts 
We know of many college students in Florida in my home city who loaded up massive amounts of debt 

while going through college. Some of these students responded to Jesus, and renounced their former 

evil ways of living in luxury and indulgence and now want to follow Jesus and walk in truth from here 

on out. What do you suppose I should council them to do about all of their student loans and credit card 

debt? Should they call up their creditors and say (as others have suggested), ñI have great news! I donôt 

owe you anything anymore because óall things are newô now that Iôm saved!ò Certainly we all know 

that this would be wrong, and refusing to pay debts can sometimes get a person into serious trouble! 

Wouldnôt it instead be right of me to remind them of things like Zacchaeusô example (as we already 

went over), and how he paid back debts to follow Jesus? We see then that obligations that we have 

gained in our flesh do not automatically ñgo awayò even if we are legitimately made alive in the Spirit.  

The Bible says that covenants cannot be broken, as established toward the end of chapter 1, (where 

we pointed out Gal_3:15). This is because a personôs debts (and the covenants they made to pay them) 

are based on their ñphysical sideò and not on their spirit, and it is certain that our physical side (our 

flesh) does not become new at salvation.  Marriage covenants are almost entirely based on flesh 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
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[Ex.ñéthe two will become [into] one fleshò (Gen_2:24)] and practically do not require the ñpersonal 

spiritual involvementò on the behalf of a couple to establish such a covenant. 

So whether or not you are saved does not have a bearing on whether or not your marriage is valid.  

 

1Co 7 ï The Command to Remain With a Pagan Spouse Proves Salvation 
Does Not Change One Flesh 
Those believers who were already married to unsaved spouses when they believed, were commanded 

to remain married to those unbelieving spouses (1Co_7:12-16). If these unions were not validly binding 

marriage covenants established and sealed by God due to the other spouseôs lack of salvation, then they 

would not have been commanded to remain married.  If the marriage to an unsaved spouse was not 

valid due to their lack of salvation, then 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 would be a command to remain in 

fornication! If the verse that says ñall things have become newò meant that a previous marriage had 

been undone, then they would have committed fornication by staying together!  

So original marriage unions are not undone by salvation, and it should be easy for all of us to say that 

this would be a ridiculous (and clearly unbiblical) thing to believe. But I also hope we will stick with 

the obvious when it comes to divorce and remarriage:  If we are consistent then we will say: a 

previously adulterous remarriage would still be adultery (if continued) even if one did get truly saved. 

They must then face up to the reality of their legitimate marriage covenant and forsake the adulterous 

one, or else walk away from Jesus.   

 

Summaries of Salvation and Marriage ï It is Absolutely Clear that these 
Standards Apply to Everyone! 
In the end, it is really simple: Although I have sought to make these explanations helpful to you, in the 

end the question about adulterous remarriage and getting saved is extremely simple and basic, and I am 

consistently amazed at how much we have to wrestle through just to get people to believe the clear and 

simple thing that Jesus said:  

 

Luk_16:18 CAB  Everyone [ñeveryoneò as in, well, ñeveryoneò ï Christian, Jew, or pagané] who divorces his wife and 

marries another commits adultery
G3429

 [is committing adultery (ɛɞɘɢŮɡŮɘ ï Present Tense: is committing adultery)]; and 

everyone who marries a woman who is divorced from her husband commits adultery
G3429

 [is committing 

adultery (ɛɞɘɢŮɡŮɘ ï Present Tense: is committing adultery)]. 

 

If we believe this verse, we will know that it is universally applicable with or without salvation.  If we 

believe Jesus, we will believe that the adultery of remarriage applies to ñEveryone.ò If you donôt 

believe this yet, then you are not a Biblical Christian yet, and you need to repent and start believing and 

obeying Jesus. 

Becoming a óchristianô and óhaving your sins forgivenô does not entitle you to keep stolen property! 

Because of this, anyone who claims christianity and pretends that it gives them a license to keep doing 

what Jesus calls adultery is a blatant liar in need of repentance. This goes without saying, and there is 

no more time in this desperate hour when souls need truth to spend our lives playing such religious 

games! Here the Words of Jesus now, and, perhaps for the first time, take Him seriously when He says 

divorce and remarriage is adultery! 

It goes without saying that those who pretend to ñget savedò will find just about any and every 

excuse in the world to keep doing the same sins that they want to do, including adulterous remarriage. 

We donôt need any more ópretend salvationsô like this.  It is definitely high time people stop pretending 

to óget savedô and finding reasons to stay in their sin, and finally got saved from their sin to the point 

that they actually started leaving it! And if our generation keeps on ógetting saved,ô and also keeps on 

living in sin, then what did they get saved from anyway? 
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Mat_1:21 CAB éand you shall call His name JESUS, for He shall save His people from their sins.ò 

(Also see Act_3:26) 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
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CHAPTER 2 ð DIVORCE, ADULTEROUS 

REMARRIAGE, AND REAL  REPENTANCE  

 

 

We need Jesusô salvation!  We need the Gospel which He preached. But who will give it to this age, 

and where will we find an escape from such wrath that is due to a rebellious and proud people who do 

not care that their standard practice throughout modern churchianity is filled to overflowing with filthy 

immoralityé and yet no one cares and hurts over this?!  I charge you as a reader who is hearing truth: 

separate yourself from the filthiness; testify against the blatant sin; rebuke the perverted rebellion, and 

call all people which God may make available to you to run quickly into the obedience of Jesus!  

And how will we know how to repent?  The Scriptures have declared these things to us.  If your heart 

will be righteous, then consider and hear the Words of God and the message that has been proclaimed 

by Jesus and those He sent to us, as God has continued to warn us against adulteress remarriage by the 

voices of those who have heard His voice.  

 

1. Some Basic Terminology  

 

The Biblical Words Behind ñDivorceò in English 
The primary word for ñdivorceò in the New Testament is ñˊɞɚɨɤò (apoluǾ) ï literally, to lose away. 

When applied outside of the context of marriage it means to socially dismiss people, and when applied 

within the context of marriage it means to socially dismiss a wife out of a manôs house. Such dismissals 

were official and formal ways of socially releasing or losing away people from the obligation to remain 

with the one who was dismissing. With crowds this loosening was given so all the people officially and 

corporately recognized that they were no longer obliged to stay and listen to a speaker (for example). 

This was back when people actually had the dignity to stay and listen to a speaker for hours, and 

recognized the perverseness and disrespect of simply ñleaving early.ò ï they needed to be loosed away 

before leaving, because they actually cared about propriety at that time! But with a wife, losing away 

said that she no longer had the obligation or right in society to remain in a manôs house. 

 
[Note: We very much look forward to completing and greatly expanding this point whenever God may help us. There is so much more we are eager to 

cover, and there is much more to come in future updates if God may help us in this way.] 

 

Mat_5:32 KJB But I say unto you, That whoever divorces
G630

 his wife, except for a saying of 

prostitution
G4202

 [i.e. fornication], causes her to commit adulteryé 

 

Mat_19:9 KJB And I say to you, any one
G3739, G302

 shall divorce
G630

 his wife, only
G1508

 for prostitution
G4202

 

[i.e. fornication]é 

 

As we can see from the passages we have covered and are about to cover, it is certain by the mouth of 

Jesus that the civil action of divorce is effective for socially dismissing [ӫôǦǢǳǩᴯ] a wife from her 

husband, but has absolutely nothing to do with the morally binding obligations of one flesh. You may 

be truly released from societyôs obligations by official paperwork that boasts great claims of ñfreedomò 

so that you may do as you please with other partners, but in the realm of morality Jesus has made a 

total mockery of our proud pretensions of divorce by publicly calling remarriage out as adultery. 
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Defining and Understanding Geographical ñSeparationò 
It is very helpful to be aware of the Greek word behind ñseparationò throughout the marriage 

passages: 

 

ñɉɤɟɑɕɤò (chǾrizǾ), (G5563) means to put space between two objects or people. This ñspaceò is 

inherently geographical, because ñspaceò is at the very bedrock of the foundation of the word itself. 

ñɉɤɟɑɕɤò (chǾrizǾ), (G5563) is derived from the word ñɉɩɟŬò (chǾra), (G5561) which is the 

common word for a geographical expanse, or range of land, such as a ñfieldò or country (or area). 

This geographical expanse in turn comes from the word ñɢɎůɛŬò (chasma), (G5490), which is where 

we get our word ñchasmò from. This gaping ñchasmò is the ñgreat gulf fixedò in Luk_16:26 (KJV) 

between the burning part of hell and ñAbrahamôs bosom.ò  

 

Spatial Separation Summary: (1) (Geographical) ñSeparationò [ñɢɤɟɑɕɤò (chǾrizǾ), (G5563)] comes from, (2) 

A geographical expanse/ ñCountryò (area/ ñspaceò), which basically comes from, (3) A ñchasmò 

[ñɢɎůɛŬò (chasma), (G5490)] ï Needless to say, the connotations of great spaces of separation are very present 

in these terms. 

 

As it deals with the primary word for separation [ñɉɤɟɑɕɤò (chǾrizǾ)], this geographical separation can 

certainly be used for figurative expressions in ñseparatingò concepts, yet its geography is especially 

expressed when you are talking about ñseparatingò two people. All of this is at least one reason why 

Mr. Strong includes in his definition of ñseparation,ò ñéto place room betweenéò (Strongôs, G5563). 

Being sensitive to this geographical essence (especially as it is applied to people) can be very critical 

for understanding a number of important passages. 

 

1Co_7:10 CAB  Now to those who have married I command, yet not I, but the Lord: A wife [woman] is not 

to be separated [passively] [ɢɤɟɘůɗɜŬɘ (G5563)] from her husbandð 

 

If we are informed about the Greek word behind this term, then we can more specifically understand 

what Paul is actually saying for a husband not to do. 

 

He says, ñyet not I, but the Lordò ï In other words: óIôm commanding you, but Iôm not the one who 

originated this command: Jesus isé ô ï It is clear that Paul is reiterating the following commands that 

Jesus had already given against such geographical separationé 

 

Mat_19:5-6 KJ2000  éa manéshall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one fleshé  6  Therefore 

they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined [ůɡɜɏɕŮɡɝŮɜ ï fastened/ yoked] together, let 

not man put asunder
G5563

 [ñɢɤɟɘɕɏŰɤò (chǾrizetǾ), (G5563) ï ñélet man not place room betweenò ï same Greek word as used in 1Co_7:10].  

(also see Mar_10:9) 

 

And what do these Scriptures show us about geographical separation? If we are sensitive to the Greek 

we can particularly see that a command not to óseparateô is a command not to do things that result in 

geographical space between the one flesh, after God has yoked them together in marriage. This 

command not to óput space betweenô the one flesh relationship, is a command that most specifically 

includes a divorce (compare v. 3 and v. 9). Though divorce or separation may be defying what God has 

accomplished it does not actually stop Godôs work of one flesh, but the worst that separation can do to 

it is to ñplace room betweenò it, and this is reinforced by the fact that remarriage is called adultery after 

being geographically separated by a divorce.  

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
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If it is adultery to remarry, we can see clearly that the one flesh relationship has remained perfectly 

intact despite the separation and divorce, and it continues standing to testify against remarriage. So God 

teaches us here, ñDonôt place room geographically with space between those whom God has made into 

one relationally in substance.ò 

 

Remarriage After Divorce? ï No Permissive Statement Given 
There is no permissive statement whatsoever in the whole New Testament about remarriage after 

divorce. (Though there are a few that liberals slander as giving permission to divorce and remarry, 

which we cover later in this work, there are no actual Bible verses that really do this). The only 

permissive statements in the New Testament allowing remarriage is when a person may marry another 

after death, not divorce. 

 

2. Deuteronomy 24 ð A Brief Preview 

Summary of The Mosaic Law of Divorce And 

Remarriage  

Because we cover this passage a little later in much greater detail under the point entitled, 

ñDeuteronomy 24 Told the People Not to Return After Repentance from Remarriage,ò we are simply 

giving a very brief summary here: 

 

A. A Brief Summary of Deu 24:1-4 
v. 1 ï Moses puts forth a typical case where a man might divorce his wife for whatever reason 

v. 2 ï She will typically remarry 

v. 3 ï The second husband might also divorce her, or else die 

v. 4 ï The command in such a context is that the first husband cannot take her back after she is defiled 

 

B. Basic Notes About Deu 24:1-4 
Notice these basic things about Deu_24:1-4 when reading the following passages 

 

¶ This law (passively) permits (or accommodates) divorce and remarriage 

¶ In verses 1-3 Moses puts forth a typical scenario in order to enact a particular, limiting command in 

verse 4 

¶ As we can see in a moment, Jesus attributes this law as an accommodation for the hardness of heart 

of evil people (Mat_19; Mar_10) 

¶ All of the passages that follow (in the Old and New Testaments) hinge in the context of this divorce 

permission given in the Law of Moses 

 

C. The Great Mystery Surrounding Deu 24:1-4 
I would urge the reader to consider the great mystery surrounding this passage. If Moses had settled the 

matter of divorce and remarriage here, then surely the rest of the Scriptures would be content to set 

themselves within the boundaries of what had already been established. But for some great and eternal 

mystery of spiritual wisdom, every time God revisits the issues described in this passage He is always 

grieved and burning for something higher and greater which was not yet able to be established in the 

days of Moses. As you read the following passages please be softhearted (unlike those who originally 

received this law) and search out the Word of God to see why this accommodation was made, and why 
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God is constantly yearning for something more to be said here, all throughout history until the glorious 

day Jesus stepped on the scene to finally proclaim and establish all righteousness. 

 

3. Malachi 2 ð Godõs Surprising Opposition of 

Divorce and Astonishing Persistence in 

Affirming Original Marriage!  

 

Malachi 2 Prep ï A Necessary Technical Textual Explanation 
Before reading the main summary from Malachi on divorce and remarriage I need to make some very 

important explanations: 

 

Malachi teaches a lot about divorce and remarriage. But before we can draw conclusions from this we 

actually have to address a very difficult challenge which most English versions never even mention: 

The book of Malachi has many textual variations depending on what source text you use, and it is 

sometimes extremely difficult to determine which ones are right. To solve this painful difficulty 

(especially for the purposes of this book) this is what I have done: 

 

(1) Thoroughly compiled all three major source texts (LXX , MT & DSS), especially for Malachi two* 

and, 

(2) Included in this book a very brief and concise summary of this textual analysis where all three texts 

agree for the basis of what is being taught here about divorce and remarriage. If God permits, we are 

about to look at this critical Malachi textual summary in a moment. 

 

Lest anyone say I based my conclusions about marriage off of a ñfaulty source textò or translation of 

Malachi, I am instead concluding upon what virtually every ancient source text available for Malachi 

agrees in transmitting to us about what God says about the one flesh covenant through this prophet. To 

do this, I have not only compared multiple translations of these source texts to address what most 

people are reading in English, but I have also looked into the original languages to confirm as many 

details with the greatest accuracy as reasonably possible for the following textual summary of Malachi 

(not to mention the much more thorough textual compilation which it is based on). 

For this summary I have labored over numerous years and countless hours in research into ancient 

source texts to give you a summary of the safest possible conclusions that I can determine for the 

original, key thoughts of the passage from Malachi that we are considering here. You are more than 

free to: (1) also do all of this research yourself to determine the best readings for this passage from 

Malachi 2, especially since I have already compiled a lot of the necessary information for doing this* 

(and I have given the background information for understanding all of this in my Bibliography**) or 

else, (2) you can also consider my source text summary here.  

 

Further Reading 

A much more thorough explanation for this óMalachi Projectô can be found at:  

www.TrueConnection.org/goto/mal 

 

** To understand my methodology in greater detail for determining these technical source text 

questions, please see the online version of our Bibliography under, ñFinding the Old Testament.ò 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#DSS
http://www.trueconnection.org/goto/mal
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#FindingOT


Divorce and Remarriage Repentance Revolution - www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

47 

Malachi 2 ï A Source Text Summary: God Opposes their Divorce and 
Reaffirms their First Marriage 
God is resolutely angry at ignorant and wicked men for divorcing their wives, and says that He still 

bears witness to their original covenant despite their divorce 

 

Here is a summary of what I would say are the best readings and most certain summaries from all of 

the source texts of this passage from Malachi 2, verse by verse, and point by point: 

v. 13 

Mal_2:13a ï God is angry with them despite the fact that they ñcovered [LXX: lit. would cover] with tears the 

altar of the Lord, and with weeping and groaningò (CAB) 

Mal_2:13b ï God resolutely refuses to honor or receive their desperate prayers, sacrifices and pleas for 

help, but insteadé 

v. 14 

Mal_2:14a ï When they ask ñWhy?ò [LXX: ɜŮəŮɜ Űɜɞɠ ï lit. on account of what?] He solemnly declaresé 

Mal_2:14b ï ñBecause the Lord has borne witness between you and the wife of your youthéò (CAB) 

Mal_2:14c ï And although they had divorced their wives, still God saysé 

Mal_2:14d ï ñéshe is your companion, *and the wife of your covenant.ò (WEB) [LXX: əŬ ɔɡɜ ŭɘŬɗəɖɠ ůɞɡ ï 

lit. and woman of your covenant] 
v. 15 

Mal_2:15a ï God takes full credit for making it this way 

Mal_2:15b ï This has something to do with retaining some ñremnantò of (righteous) ñspiritò  

Mal_2:15c ï Because of this, they are to guard their own spirits and not divorce óthe wife of their youthô 

(their first wife) 

 

v. 16 

Mal_2:16a ï God opposes their divorce [MT shows God ñhatingò it in Mal_2:15, while the LXX basically shows this in Mal_2:13 

(though this ñhatredò is not stated as such in the DSS); both the LXX and DSS show the men as being guilty of hatred by divorcing the wife of their youth 

by saying, ñbut if it is so that you hate and send (her) out and awayéò (Jos.Trans., LXX)]  
Mal_2:16b ï God says this is because a profound wickedness [MT/DSS: violence; LXX: irreverence] ñcoversò 

something [DSS: Godôs garment; MT/LXX: the manôs garment; (or some LXX manuscripts: the manôs deeper thoughts and passions)] when 

they do this 

Mal_2:16c ï So God says again to guard their own spirits and not divorce 

 

v. 17 

Mal_2:17 ï God is angry with them over their words for saying, ñEvery one that does evil is good in the 

sight of* the LORD, and he delights in them**; or, Where is the God of judgment?ò (KJ2000) 
[* LXX: ɜˊɘɞɜ ï lit. in the countenance (of); fig. in front of, or ñbeforeò (NETS)] 
[** LXX: ŮŭəɖůŮɜ ï lit. has tested and approved (fig. thought/ judged), (ŭəɖ) them well/ good (Ů)] 

 
 

 
 

 

Meshing Malachi Together to Clearly Demonstrate its Implications on this 
Issue  
The following important summaries are sure conclusions of definite truth from God through Malachi 

about marriage that we can definitely see, no matter what source text we use, especially as we mesh 

Malachi with a few other passages to further confirm and draw all of these things together: 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#JosTrans


Divorce and Remarriage Repentance Revolution - www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

48 

1. ñthe Lord has borne witnessò (Mal_2:14 CAB; Gen_2:22, 24-25; Mat_19:4-6) of a personôs first, 

(lawful) marriage covenant (Mal_2:14b; Mat_5:28, 32; 19:9-10; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18) without 

regard of a church or pastor (Gen_2:21-24; Mat_19:4-6; Mar_10:6-9; Eph_5:30-32), (which is contrary 

to what Augustine falsely taught as seen in the appendix entitled, ñThe Historical Church Teachingò 

under ñAugustineò). This is because Godôs establishment of the permanency of the one flesh marriage 

covenant was in the Garden of Eden (Gen_2:21-25), and it has been this way ñfrom the beginningò 

(Mat_19:8).  

2. And this wife that they were married to was óthe wife of their youthô (Mal_2:14, their first wife) 

because of the initial marriage covenant (Mal_2:14).  

3. As the witness of this covenant (Mal_2:14).  

4. God is the one who did this (Mal_2:15) so thaté  

5. Even after the divorce (Mal_2:14, 16)  

6. And remarriage*, these men of Israel were still married to their first wife  (ñshe is youréwife of 

your covenant,ò Mal_2:14 NETS).  

 

Note: We can be sure that the children of Israel generally took advantage of the Mosaic divorce and 

remarriage ñpermissionò given in Deu_24:1-2, not only because it should seem obvious by now that 

they did, but also because the Bible specifically shows us that they did in a number of passages 

(1Sa_25:44; Mat_19:3, 7-8; Mar_10:2-5; and compare Jdg_14:20), Notice also that Moses and Jesus both 

presumed that the woman was going to remarry after a divorce, so (according to Moses and Jesus) it is 

likely that the majority of these woman in Malachi 2 had remarried after their husbands divorced them. 

Despite the remarriage of the majority of the women after their divorce, God was not concerned about 

the second or third spouses of the men or the women in this passage, but only óthe wife of their youth.ô 

This is because every new marriage that the first wife obtained was clearly defiling and adulterous 

(ñéafter that [second marriage] she is defiledéò Deu_24:4 CAB) and God remembered her first marriage 

and showed that her subsequent remarriages were not established by Him. God was only proclaiming 

Himself to be the witness of the divorced wife of their youth in Malachi (Mal_2:14a) no matter what 

she had done in remarriage in the mean time. 

 

7. Their ignorance of the severity of the covenant that they made (Mal_2:14) had no effect at all to 

nullify its punishment when violated (Mal_2:13, 15-16). Despite the fact that they ñcovered [LXX: lit. 

would cover] with tears the altar of the Lord, and with weeping and groaningò (Mal_2:13 CAB) God 

still did not listen to them (Mal_2:13) because of their divorce (Mal_2:14, 16). They found no 

accepted repentance or forgiveness because in their hardness of heart (Zec_7:12; Mat_19:8;  

Mar_10:5) and stubborn rebellion (Exo_32:9-10; 33:2-5; Deu_9:4-8, 13, 24; 31:26-27; 32:20; 

2Ch_30:8; Psa_78:8; Isa_48:4; Act_7:51-53) they were away from their first wives (Mal_2:11, 14-

16) leaving them to the defilement and adultery of remarriage (as shown previously). 

 

Some may wonder why I go to such lengths to make this ñMalachi Meshò so clear and specific 

referencing every smallest point of every verse.  But if you wonder why, it may be because you have 

not experienced how few people believe these verses.  Pastors, church leaders, and many other 

seemingly reasonable people almost always read these verses and walk away saying, ñItôs ok to divorce 

and remarry,ò or, ñGod forgives us, even when we stay in such a remarriage relationship,ò or, ñGod 

recognizes second marriages after divorce and would not want you to break them up to return to the 

first spouse.ò 

I also write this to draw out understanding so that you will not miss the HUGE implications of what 

Malachi is used to teach us here. I hope you walk away from reading Malachi having both understood, 

and embraced what is said, because if you do, you have surpassed 98% of the church who simply 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#CAB
http://www.divorceandremarriagebook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html#Augustine











































































































































































































































































































































































