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CONSIDERATIONS , CONTACT, & 

COPYRIGHT  

Things to Consider When  You Read This Work  

 

 You are encouraged to visit the official website for this work, www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com, which is a sub-ministry of 

my main website, www.TrueConnection.org. Here you can view this entire book in its most up-to-date form as a webpage (HTML), 

download it as a PDF, follow the many ñliveò links throughout this work, find the short PDF ñtrackò version of this teaching, and 

much more. 

 

 Consider emailing me with feedback: Josiahs@trueconnection.org. This book is still in its ñBetaò stage, and especially because of 

this, I value any help with this ñwork in progressò as much as possible, especially in preparation for future revisions and printings: 

Feedback goes a long way, and is deeply appreciated.  

 

 Contact us if you have more questions about divorce and remarriage in general, or this book project specifically. We are especially 

here to help if you are in troubled and complicated relationship situations, and want to do what is right and Biblical. Male and female 

helpers are usually available for prayer and counseling as needed: www.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html 

 

 Technical Copyright Information  

Copyright © Josiahs Scott, All rights reserved (see below) 

7/12, 7/28, 11/25, & 12/7/2002; 3/10, 11/14/2003 (A-D); 4/23/2004 (A-E); 1/25 ï 9/4/2006 (A-E), 1/29/08 (A-D), 3/6/2009-2/27/10 

(A-L) 

This notice serves as a record of revisions that this book has undergone, as well as a method to avoid having anyone ever misuse it 

with bad motives. This means that this book is officially copyrighted to protect it from those with money in mind, and to preserve it 

for free redistribution, especially in the unlikely event that someone might think to make money off of it rather than maximizing its 

distribution. You are permitted and encouraged to copy and redistribute this work in its entirety, by means of standard copy machines 

or electronic documentation as long as you make no money off of it. If you wish to reproduce this work on larger scale, mass-

production equipment, please contact me at Josiahs@trueconnection.org. You may also quote this document, by citing the reference 

as:  ñDivorce and Remarriage Repentance Revolutionò By Josiahs Scott, www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

 

 It should be noted that the most official and up-to-date version of this book, including the appendices and all other components on up 

to the main teaching itself should always be considered to be the versions that are online. In many ways, especially initially, these 

things are printed simply as a convenience and as a help for many who would find it challenging to spend hours online reading them 

from a computer screen. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK  

 

A. Hebrew and Greek 
Essentially, the Old Testament was first written in Hebrew (with a little Aramaic), and then we also have it 

officially translated into Greek, while The New Testament was mostly simply written in Greek (with the 

exception of at least Matthew and Hebrews) so at various times, we English speakers need help extracting 

Scripture out of imperfect representations of the Bible. 

I am a student of the original languages so as to be as accurate and truly Biblical  as possible. I often 

retranslate as I go in reference to what the actual Greek or Hebrew says, and these cases are noted 

throughout this book. 

 

But this often means lots of detailsé 
Within a number of the Bible passages quoted throughout this work, I have added numbers alongside many of the 

words to indicate a reference to the original languages. Each number that you can find is based off of the standard 

convention as established and assigned by Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries (James Strong, S.T.D., LL.D., 

1890; See ñStrongôsò herein). Each number is a standard reference to a Hebrew or Greek word so that the English 

reader can quickly and easily secure a dictionary definition with virtually no knowledge of the original languages, 

simply by looking up each number. With this I have conformed to a contemporary adaptation of this convention by 

http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://www.trueconnection.org/
mailto:Josiahs@trueconnection.org
http://www.trueconnection.org/Main_Pages/Contact.html
mailto:Josiahs@trueconnection.org
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#GNT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#KoineGreek
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
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adding ñGò or ñHò (as done by e-Sword Bible software) next to the numbers to indicate whether I am referring to a 

Greek or Hebrew definition. 

I also use the common conventions for some advanced abbreviations and terminology representing very technical 

details about Greek grammar (see RMAC and ALS herein). Please see the Bibliography at the end for more details to 

better understand these grammatical tools for Greek that I use in this work. 

As you can see, I have gone to great lengths to hold myself accountable as much as possible to the reader by 

including such details that I present throughout this work, so that if you wish, you may look up and verify the 

statements that I make here, and see for yourself if they are factual. 

 

B. Old Testament Source Texts 
Whenever quoting from the Old Testament, I consistently try as much as possible to quote from whatever 

ancient version of each Old Testament book it is that is used and preferred by Jesus and the Apostles. Please 

donôt let this alarm you too much if this means that a number of Old Testament quotes in this book will be 

somewhat different from most printed Bibles available today, since most of what we use today is almost always 

based off of the current version of the Hebrew text of the Old Testament, which is called the ñMasoretic Textò 

(see MT herein).  Since this version of the Hebrew was somewhat given to us and standardized through the Jews 

in the midst of their rejection of Christianity (and the Christians use of the ancient Jewish Greek Old Testament), 

let it seem reasonable to the readers that I would prefer to differ from the majority and defer to the wisdom of 

Jesus and His Apostles when needing to determine which ancient version of the Old Testament is most correct 

and appropriate to use in each quotation.  

    If in many places the New Testament demonstrates that we should quote from the Greek Old Testament 

(LXX ) and not the current Hebrew (MT) because of the differences, then so be it, because this is one of the 

places that we could actually and accurately say in truth, ñif it was good enough for Peter and Paul [and Jesus 

Himself] then it is good enough for me.ò 

    To most effectively understand many of the abbreviations that I use and some of the advanced references that 

are made in this book, it is helpful to know things like the fact that when talking about the various versions of 

the Old Testament, ñMTò commonly stands for ñMasoretic Text,ò and ñLXXò stands for the Greek Septuagint. 

To learn more about these things and many more important details, see the topics in the Bibliography entitled: 

ñLXXò and ñMTò. 

 

C. Appendix Resources 
I highly recommend readers to frequently refer to the extra resources at the end of this book, especially 

whenever there is information or terminology that a reader is not familiar with. It is almost impossible 

to tackle many of the things in this book without going into the complicated details that lie behind 

many issues, and we usually end up unearthing many forgotten facts of advanced research. While I 

have labored many countless hours to present these things in the clearest way possible without 

sacrificing truth, there is a very likely chance that you will need to glance at these resources to fully 

understand some of the complicated things that are referred to and addressed throughout this defense of 

one flesh marriage. 

    This ñAppendixò area of the book is also sometimes where I might include original research when it 

becomes too long, complicated and detailed to insert in the middle of this work.  

    Out of all the tools and resources that I have added to the end of this book in the appendix section, 
the Bibliography and Glossary is probably one of the most critical features which I have poured much labor into, and I 

anticipate it will be worth your while to avail yourself of all of the information and definitions in this resource. Many 

of the unusual words and terms that you can find in this book are defined back in the Bibliography and Glossary. If 

you find a word or some complicated terminology that you need to understand that is not in this appendix resource, 

then please email me so that I can have the option of adding it to future additions of this book. 

    The abbreviations that I use for the names of the books of the Bible, and the documentation for all of the Bible 

versions that I reference and many of the other Biblical tools that I use are all given in the Bibliography and Glossary. 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#eSword
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#RMAC
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#ALS
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#HOT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#MT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
mailto:Josiahs@TrueConnection.org?subject=Suggestion%20for%20Divorce%20and%20Remarriage%20Repentance%20Revolution
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html
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For the printed version of this book, please see the table of contents at the beginning of this book for an 

overview of these extra resources at the end. 

 

D. A Heart for True Salvation 
I write this work with an excited but burdened heart, because I care for the True salvation of all people, 

including so many church people who say that they belong to Jesus, most of whom do not. May all that 

read this follow Him truly, by courageously taking a hold of the truth. Nothing in this book nor even in 

the Bible itself will truly benefit us until we cry with a desperate breath: 

 

ñ...let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, óThat you may be justified in your words, and 

overcome in your being judged,ôò (Rom_3:4 Josiahsô Translation). 

 

http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/#Print
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AN INTRODUCTION  

 

There is a forsaken truthé will you dare to believe it? 

 

Greetings to all who read and hear this message, and may favor, goodness and truth be given to you to 

obey the Scriptures when reading this book.  

    My name is Josiahs Scott, and I hope as you read throughout this book that I have written for you, 

that you will be willing to consider what the Bible says about divorce and remarriage no matter how 

hard it is to accept, knowing that it is worth whatever the cost to come into agreement and obedience to 

Jesus. If we are in a lifestyle that the Bible condemns, turning away from it is the only way we will 

escape from the wrath of God that is coming upon the earth for those who don't believe Him enough to 

obey Him.  

    God obviously has a lot of Love for mankind, and desires all of us to inherit Heaven with Him, but 

unfortunately most never answer the call to obedient faith in Him because they consider the price to 

high. Tragically in this day and age, this compromise holds true both outside and inside what we call 

the modern church.  Going to church, or even being a leader in a church, in this day is no indicator as to 

whether or not a person has prepared their heart for Judgment by keeping Jesus' commands.  

 

What if your pastor doesn't believe it? What if your parents reject it too? Are you still willing to believe 

the Bible no matter what the cost? 

 

From numerous years of praying and experience in both standing up for, as well as teaching on this 

issue, I have found that it is not made unpopular because of its interpretive complexities.  But instead I 

have found that this teaching is almost always unwelcome by most people because their actual amount 

of dedication to Truth does not match their creed and profession of faith.  So many think and say that 

they are willing to die for their faith, but when it comes to sitting down and believing simple Bible 

verses, they suddenly back off. ñWhat gives?ò 

 

Would you believe the Bible if it cost you your life? What if it cost you your reputation, your job, and 

your most cherished relationships in life? Would you still be ready to forsake all to follow Him? 

 

The following Bible verses just might be the most controversial Bible verses in the whole world, 

because not even most of the visible (modern) church believes them anymore.  I know this may be 

hard, and it may hurt deeply for many who read this, but know only with a surgeon's hands do I cut for 

your good, with a Love for God that is prioritized far above your comfort, and with full assurance that 

His truth is the only thing that is in our best interest and will make us free.  

 

Here are only some of the main Bible verses about divorce and remarriage... 

 

Adultery Condemned:  

Exo_20:14/Deu_5:18; Lev_20:10; Deu_22:22-24; Pro_2:16-19; Pro_6:23-33; Jer_5:7-9; Jer_29:21-23; 

Eze_23:43-47; Mal_3:5-6; Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:9, Mat_19:16, Mat_19:18/ Mar_10:17, Mar_10:19/ 

Luk_18:18, Luk_18:20; 1Co_6:9-10; Gal_5:16-21; Heb_13:4; Rev_2:22-23é etc. Also see: Mat_15:19; 

Mar_7:21; Rom_13:9-10; Jas_2:11-12; 2Pet_2:14, 2Pet_2:17-22 

Divorce and Remarriage is Adultery :  

Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:3-10; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-18; Rom_7:2-3; 1Co_7:10-11, 1Co_7:39 
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ñSo then if, while her husband lives, she is married to another man, she shall be called an adulteresséò 

(Rom_7:3 KJ2000). 

 

ñDo not be deceived: neither fornicatorsé nor adulterersé will inherit the kingdom of God,ò 

(1Cor_6:9-10 Josiahsô Translation). 

 

There are obviously countless details to all of this, but if you make the simple step of actually believing 

the above verses, you've already come 90 percent of the way there, before you've even hardly started 

reading!   

    There is an indescribable and infinite freedom and victory in simply believing the Bible.  If your 

heart is first right, full of faith and eagerness to obey, then the countless details and ñtheological 

expositionsò will be a cinch (relatively speaking).  Hold on as you read, and I pray that God would 

revolutionize your willingness to go all the way with what He says.  I am delighted and I rejoice that 

you are reading this message, and I pray to God that it is some indication that you are willing to 

consider disregarding the seemingly high price tag, and embrace the revolutionary call to believe what 

the Bible says about divorce and remarriage. 
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CHAPTER 1 ð òA HISTORICAL 

BREAKDOWNó 

 

1. The Ancient Marriage Teaching  

 

A. The Original History Of Degradation 
At the beginning God the Father presented His very first daughter to His first human son, Adam. In 

doing this God established a grounds for the couple to come together rightly, which served as a pattern 

and example
1
 of what was required for two people in future generations to come together, and what 

was required from them unto each other
2
 before God after they had come together. God prepared man 

and woman to belong to each other, and worked in them His special work for this to happen, creating, 

proclaiming, and defining this work as ñOne Flesh
3
.ò 

As time passed and people multiplied
4
, God at the very same time instituted along the way that peoples 

and society should hold each other accountable to their commitments
5
 as they partnered through life 

together. In this way, a fundamental social accountability was established for the sanity and good 

order
6
 of the humans for their interacting with each other and living together in communities and 

homes.  

    The highest order of this social accountability was a recognition and protection of what God had 

formed in the garden when He at the first made Adam and Eve and brought them together in lawful 

unity. This recognition and protection of One Flesh came to be known as ñmarriage
7
,ò and was socially 

recognized in ancient times with a marriage supper and celebration
8
, which we have come to call a 

wedding
9
. 

    The corporate verification of joining a man and woman together held a solid basis and foundation for 

humans to work and relate to each other as societies and peoples, and they could not afford for this to 

be damaged
10

, morally or socially. At first, they celebrated this One Flesh covenant with ñmarriagesò 

or ñweddings,ò
11

 having the tradition of the original model before them, having been kept from what 

was then recent times
12

, and they were presently experiencing the good order
13

 that resulted from 

honoring this model
14

 for making and recognizing the great blessing of the covenant that God had 

given them. 

    But as sin-bound people tend to continually hurt and wrong each other, their faithlessness starts first 

against God. And as wicked people loved themselves and their sin more than God
15

, so also they came 

to recognize and validate their own ñmarriagesò
16

 over and above what God had actually established
17

, 

so that the Truth of Godôs work in One Flesh began to commonly be supplanted, replaced, ignored, and 

even violated by the ceremony of man before the eyes of society. Men began so quickly to recognize 

their own works above those Divine and enduring works of God Himself, so as to think that they did 

not need the Divine approval and validation whenever they felt to terminate their current relationships 

and perform other marriages to new partners contrary to the original model of Adam and Eve. 

    While at first, marriages were meant as social expressions
18

 of recognizing the work of God, these 

marriages came to replace and even ignore His very work in the name of these social expressions. Men 

loved their own preferences
19

, became more impressed with their own recognition of things, and 

enjoyed their own marriage feasts and social ideas more than the Originator that caused them to have 

opportunity to experience such blessings in the first place. 

The idolatrous and the adulterous way go hand-in-hand continually throughout history
20

. Because 

whenever men wanted to divorce their wives and marry others as they pleased, and because of manôs 
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independence in marriage ceremonies, as they forsook God they also felt free to defy the covenant that 

God had born witness to in the garden, which at the first would form One Flesh, the only type of 

ñmarriageò that God ever recognized, defended, and gloriously bore witness to in the beginning.  

    By the time of Moses and the Law He instituted, divorce and remarriage was a de facto social 

norm
21

, so that its vices had to be restricted and regulated
22

 in suffering such evil from the people. 

Truly, man cared not a thing for what God had spoken originally, but gloried in their own various and 

multiplied recombinations of ñmarriages,ò
23

 whenever and to whomever they pleased, not considering 

that God stood faithfully by His Word in the garden, unpersuaded
24

 by the masses of peoples branching 

off on their own ideas, pagan beliefs, and wicked practices. People married and remarried as they found 

others and ñswapped partners,ò and cared not that God called this defiling violation of His One Flesh 

covenant, adultery.
25

 

 

B. Jesus Restored the Reverence of One Flesh to His Church 
This confusion of marriage and forgetfulness of the garden continued even into the regulation of its 

insanity under Moses
26

, but the corporate assemblies of peoples with darkened understandings and 

hardened hearts
27

, as a whole, did not get much of a shot at hoping for anything better, which would be 

according to Godôs own heart
28

, until a revolutionary man stepped on the scene named Jesus. Both 

Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and solemnly admonished
29

 the assembly
30

 of followers to 

take close heed to the doctrine
31

 and to its faithful and pure transmission
32

 into future generations, that 

none of the things which Jesus had Divinely restored, would ever be lost.  

    In Jesus, renewed mankind had now just found his way back to the glory of the Garden, and had 

found God there, still faithfully standing by the enduring standard of His Word on man and woman, so 

that it was just as it was from the beginning, with God faithfully testifying about His own work of One 

Flesh, and a remnant society of people celebrating this work with lawful, God-honoring marriages
33

. 

    Now a special and radically different people called out
34

 for Godôs own possession
35

 stood before 

Him in the World, trembling in reverent and holy fear, that no more of their marriages should ever be 

acceptable if they did not line up with the standard
36

 of the One Flesh Covenant which God now 

demanded
37

 that they keep, as it was from the beginning in the garden. 

 

C. Scriptural References 
(With much thanks to Angelle Lewis for her scribal help in compiling this section) 

 

1. a pattern and example: Gen_2:18; Mat_19:4; Mar_10:6-8 

2. what was required from them unto each other: Mal_2:14-16; Pro_5:18; Gen_2:18, Gen_2:22-23; 

1Co_11:8, 1Co_11:9; 1Ti_2:12-14 (compare this general verse with 1Pe_3:1); Hos_3:3-5 

3. One Flesh: Gen_2:24; Mat_19:5-6; Mar_10:7-8; 1Co_6:16-17; Eph_5:28-31  

4. people multiplied: Gen_1:28; Gen_5:4; Gen_6:1 

5. accountable toé commitments: 2Ch_34:29-32; Exo_24:7; Deu_29:10-15; Deu_31:28; Jos_24:24-

27; Neh_10:29; 2Ch_15:12-13; They also applied this corporate accountability to marriage: 

Deu_22:15-21; Rth_4:9-11 

6. social accountability: see point 5; sanity and good order:  

óSanity and good orderô are the intended effects of having social accountability.  

    Before the flood, mankind had a really strong reference point and accountability to the original 

model of marriage with Adam and Eve still being around. At least for a time, we know that marriage 

was upheld, recognized, and honored and that ósanity and good orderô existed because God did not 

send the flood until marriages started being tampered with and perverted. As men began to multiply, 

and as wickedness increased, and as marriage was unlawfully touched, things fell to pieces and were 

ultimately destroyed by the furious judgment of God (Gen_6:1-7, Gen_6:11-13; Luk 17:27; also 

compare Deu_30:19). 
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7. Marriage : 

Consider a few examples how óOne Fleshô was protected with a marriage ceremony: Gen_24:67; 

2Ch_18:1 (LXX ); Also see point 8 

8. socially recognized: Mat_24:38 

a marriage supper and celebration [ñmarriages were meant as social expressions
18
ò]: Gen_29:21-22; 

Jdg_14:1; Est_2:18; Mat_22:2-4; Son_3:11; Isa_61:10 c; Isa_62:5; Psa_45:8-15; Rev_19:7-9; 

Joh_2:1-2 - Jesusô first miracle was at a marriage celebration. God makes a big deal about recognizing 

one flesh unions.  

9. wedding: an English term not really used in the Bible; Instead, the Biblical terms come from the 

concept of a ñMarriage Feastò (see points 7 and 8 above) rather than having a separate word for a 

ñwedding.ò 

10. they could not afford for this to be damaged: 

Even pagans knew the importance of protecting the union recognized between a male and female: 

Gen_20:2-10; Gen_26:10-11 

Early in history we see the existence of solid marriage concepts. If this was common knowledge even 

to pagans, what does that say about many today who call themselves ñChristiansò but deny the 

testimony of the permanency of the one flesh union? Here is a call to repent of walking in ignorance 

and with a debased mind, having your understanding darkened (Eph_4:17-18). Unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of pagans and even the óScribes and Phariseesô then you will by no means 

enter the kingdom of heaven (Mat_5:20). 

11. See number 9 

12. See number 6 

13. See number 6 

14. See number 1 

15. people loved themselves and their sin more than God: Jer_2:5; Gen_6:5; Jdg_2:19; Jer_7:24; 

Jer_16:12; Psa_81:11-12; Eze_20:24-25; Isa_30:1, Isa_30:9-12; Mat_15:3; Mar_7:9, Mar_7:13; 

Joh_3:19; Joh_7:7; Joh_8:44; Joh_12:43 

16. their own ñmarriagesò: Luk_17:27; Gen_6:2; Mal_2:11; Jdg_3:6-7; 1Ki_11:8; Neh_13:23-29; 

Jdg_15:1-2; Mar_10:11-12; Mar_6:17-18; Luk_16:15-18 

17. See numbers 1, 2, and 3, and compare with Mat_19:4-9; Mat_5:31-32; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-

18; Rom_7:1-3; 1Co_7:39; Heb_13:4; Jesus insisted that we return to this standard. 

18. marriages were meant as social expressions: see point 8  

19. men loved their own preferences: see points 15 and 16 

20. the idolatr ous and the adulterous way go hand-in-hand continually throughout history: 
1Co_10:6-8; Exo_32:4-8, Exo_32:17-25; Num_25:1-3; Jer_3:9; Eze_16:15-20, Eze_16:30-32, 

Eze_16:35-38; Eze_23:27, Eze_23:30, Eze_23:37, Eze_23:45-48; Ezr_10:2; Mal_2:11-15; Rev_2:14, 

Rev_2:20-22; and also compare the many passages like Lev_20:10-23 (and Lev_18:1-30) addressing 

sexual perversions, where these teachings flow right along with passages addressing various idolatries: 

Lev_20:1-7. 

21. We know that it was a de facto social norm because Moses had to do something about it in order 

to govern it. See number 22 

22. restricted and regulated (divorce and remarriage): Deu_24:1-4; Lev_21:7, Lev_21:14; Exo_21:10 

23. ñmarriagesò: Notice how God did not approve: Deu_24:1-4; Jer_3:1 (etc.), the remarriage was 

defiling therefore not accepted; Mal_2:13-14; Jesus says ñbut I sayò indicating that He did not accept 

their recombinations of ñmarriagesò: Mat_5:32; Mat_19:9; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18; Rom_7:3; If 

you pay attention, this point is covered over and over again throughout the rest of this book. 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#LXX
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24. unpersuaded: God does not change in order to agree with prolonged sin and defiance of His 

declarations: Heb_1:12; Heb_13:8; Num_23:19; 1Sa_15:29; 2Ti_2:13; Luk_21:33; Job_40:8; 

Isa_14:27; not changed with prolonged sin Gen_20:7 b; Jos_7:11-13; Jer_6:8; Eze_23:18 

Even if a practice is popular, God is unpersuaded: Luk_16:15; Rom_3:4 

Also see: Chapter 2, Point 1, under, ñSummary of A, B, and Cò 

25. See the rest of this bookôs chapters. Also compare: Hos_4:1-2; Hos_7:3-4 with Mar_6:14 A, 

Mar_6:17-18 

God suffered for divorce to happen: Mat_19:7-8; Mar_10:4-5 

Here are a few of the many examples in the OT where God indicated the betrothed/wife being defiled 

by adding another relationship: Deu_24:4; Jer_3:1; Jer_2:2, Jer_2:5, Jer_2:7, Jer_2:11, Jer_2:13, 

Jer_2:19-21, Jer_2:23-24, Jer_2:32; Jer_3:7, Jer_3:12-14, Jer_3:22; Jer_4:1 

26. See number 22 above 

27. darkened understandings and hardened hearts: Exo_32:9; Deu_31:27; Act_7:51; Psa_78:8; 

Neh_9:16; Jer_17:23; Zec_7:11-12; Isa_6:10; Mat_13:13-15; Deu_32:28-29; Eph_4:18; Isa_44:18-20; 

Rom_1:21, Rom_1:28 

28. according to Godôs own heart: Act_13:22; 1Ki_15:5; Heb_8:7-10; Heb_10:7-9 

Compare: Chapter 2, Point 4, ñDavidôs Example: He Returned to the Firstò to see how David showed 

the distinction of doing what was actually according to Godôs own heart. 

29. Both Jesus and His Apostles constantly warned and admonished: See number 31  

30. The word for this in the Bible is typically poorly represented in English versions with the word 

ñchurch.ò But in Greek, the word in question is a combination of the words ñəò
 G1537

 (ek), meaning 

ñoutò (as in Exit), and ñəŬɚɏɤò
 G2564

 (kaleǾ), meaning ñto call,ò which when combined forms this 

important word, ñəəɚɖůɑŬò
 G1577

 (ekklǛsia), which means, a ñcalled outò assembly. 

31. Jesus and Apostles warned about doctrine:  

The thief comes only to steal/ Hired shepherds: Joh_10:1, Joh_10:12-13, Joh_10:10; Act_20:28-31; 

2Pe_2:1; Mat_7:15; Mat_24:11, Mat_24:24; 2Jn_1:7; Gal_1:8-9 

Beware of the leaven and take heed: Luk_12:1; Mat_16:6; Mat_16:11-12; Mar_8:15; Rom_16:17; 

1Co_5:5-7; Gal_5:9; 1Ti_4:16; 1Co_3:10-11 

Men will not endure sound doctrine: 2Ti_4:3; 2Pe_2:2; 1Ti_4:1-2; 2Ti_3:13 

Will the Son of man find faith on the earth? (Luk_18:8) 

32. Whenever the Bible talks about Divine traditions, in Greek this has to do with ñtransmissionsò 

( Ŭ́ɟɎŭɞůɘɠ - paradosis) of truth to future generations. 

Keep the traditions: 2Th_2:15; 1Co_11:2; 2Ti_2:2; Jud_1:3; 2Th_3:6; Phi_3:17; Phi_4:9; Heb_13:7; 

1Th_4:1; 3Jn_1:11 

33. lawful , God-honoring marriages (instructions and examples): 

Instructions for this in NT: 

1Ti_3:2, 1Ti_3:9-15; 1Co_7:12-14; 1Co_7:3; Col_3:18-19; 1Pe_3:5-7; Eph_5:22-33; Heb_13:4 

Examples: 

Aquila & Pricilla had a 'tag -team' ministry : Act_18:2; Act_18:18; Act_18:26; Rom_16:3; 

1Co_16:19; 2Ti_4:19  

Peter: Mat_8:14; Mar_1:30; 1Co_9:5 It is evident that Peter had a wife. For the apostle Peter to write 

instructions about a good relationship between a husband and wife, he himself had to be abiding by 

what he preached and not living hypocritically (1Pe_5:3);  

The Early Church : Compare the appendices entitled, ñThe Historical Church Teaching,ò and ñExtra 

Notes on Church Historyò for a number of samples of the profound early church quotes affirming this 

new attitude that they had about marriage. 

 

34. Heb_12:23; Mat_16:18; and see number 30 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#OT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/ExtraNotesonChurchHistory.html
http://www.trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/ExtraNotesonChurchHistory.html
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35. Godôs own possession: Tit_2:14; KJV has it ñpeculiar people,ò but it actually means ñownedò 

people (ɚŬɜ ́Ůɟɘɞɨůɘɞɜ); Mal_3:17; 1Pe_2:9; Deu_26:18 

36. if they did not line up with the standard:  

Christians emphasized óone fleshô afresh, and this is proven in the fact that Jesus established this reality 

at the foundation of His marriage teaching, and it occurs more frequently and emphatically in the NT 

than the OT that originated it:  

See numbers 1, 2, 3, and 17 

 

37. See number 17 

 

D. Approaching Today 
After the times of the beginning of the New Covenant, many courageous leaders of the early church 

faithfully fought and universally maintain this truth within the Church, and I have documented this in 

the appendix entitled, ñThe Historical Church Teaching.ò 

     Although Jesus, His apostles, and the early Church held to this reverence of one flesh, something 

strange and sickening is in our face as we look at the scene all about us today. But despite the trouble 

we continually face against marriage, to this very day there are the fading expressions of commitment 

in most traditional marriages: 

 

ñTill death do us partò and ñFor better or worse.ò 

 

Such profound words are a radically stringent expression of commitment far surpassing the ideals and 

expectations of the days before Jesus, even in the righteous Law of Moses. What is worse is that, upon 

consideration, these words sound strangely curious in our context as well, since in many cases we still 

say them at weddings but have no real idea why, especially since we really mean until adultery, 

abandonment, sin, boredom, or other crimes or conveniences do us part. 

    These words of permanent lifelong commitment in marriage stand against us and our practices, in 

and outside of the church, as though they were faint echoes of a doctrine people once believed that we 

are now truly foreign to, but strangely repeating. 

 

What happened?  Did we lose something again? 

 

2. Some Facts of Today  

So why is this truth not what they are preaching today? 

 

A. Barna Statistics 
  ñBoomers are virtually certain to become the first generation for which a majority experienced a 

divorce.ò 

 So called, ñéborn again Christians have the same likelihood of divorce as do non-Christians.ò  

 ñéThe data suggest that relatively few divorced Christians experienced their divorce before 

accepting Christ as their savioréò 

 ñéAmong the largest Protestant groups, those most likely to get divorced were Pentecostals 

(44%)éò 

 ñéa majority of the born again group (52%) disagreed that divorce without adultery is sin.ò 

 

(The Barna Group, Born Again Christians Just As Likely to Divorce As Are Non-Christians, Barna 

Update September 8, 2004) 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#NT
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#OT
http://www.trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html
http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/Works_Cited.html#Barna
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B. Ellison Statistics 
 Ellison Research concluded that ñ...among [current] mainline Protestant ministers,ò (not including 

ñthose who left the ministry after a divorce or the death of a spouseò) ñ...23% have gone through a 

divorce.ò 

 ñ...Fourteen percent [of ñministers in the U.S.ò] have been divorced (12% have since remarried, 

while 2% remain unmarried)...ò ï That is, only 2% of divorced pastors actually obey the Bibleôs 

command to remain single if ever divorced (1Co_7:10-11)! 

 ñthe vast majority oféò ñDivorced pastorséhave remarriedò 

 

(Ellison Research, New research shows pastors may not have a realistic view of the health of their own 

family, Original release date: July 19, 2005) 

 

C. A Summary of Statistics 
According to The US Census Bureau*, the divorce rate spiked around 1945 to 1947 and again from 

1966 to 1968, and this correlates with the major steps of doctrinal corruption in the church that has 

defined where our theology about marriage is today in most every modern church. What is being 

preached is not linked to the theology of the Bible, but to the cultural trends of ñnormalizingò divorce 

and remarriage. 

 

[* Source: http://www.census.gov/population/socdemo/marr-div/p23-180/p23-180.pdf] 

 

3. Pastors Propagating the church (An 

Application)  

Pastors are among the primary religious propagators of this day. If the church leaders are blindly 

leading todayôs church goers, then they will certainly both fall into a pit, (Luk_6:39)! 

 

A. The Compromise of the church 
The Bible is the only answer to heal the chaos that we have now normalized and brought upon 

ourselves by disobeying God in this matter. But the church has continued to compromise Jesusô clear 

teaching on divorce and remarriage, because so many people are getting divorced and remarried.  As 

the church keeps changing and liberalizing its teachings and standards more and more to fit the ever 

degrading state of pervading normalized immorality among the people, many more onlookers feel all 

the more free to choose the option that has now been accommodated and accepted before their eyes. 

Even if pastors donôt mean it to go this far, without a true and complete repentance, there is nothing 

that can be done to stop it, since, in the end, you can never determine and halt the resulting extent of 

damage done once you have committed yourself to a breach from the integrity of truth. 

    Our present teachings have nearly nothing to do with Truth, but rather of pleasing people and 

accommodating sin for the sake of the counterfeit of ñsuccessful churchesò and human ñloveò over the 

fear and love of God. But our actions are inexcusable because the Bible has clearly spoken: 

 

Adultery Condemned:  

Exo_20:14/Deu_5:18; Lev_20:10; Deu_22:22-24; Pro_2:16-19; Pro_6:23-33; Jer_5:7-9; Jer_29:21-23; 

Eze_23:43-47; Mal_3:5-6; Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:9, Mat_19:16, Mat_19:18/ Mar_10:17, Mar_10:19/ 

Luk_18:18, Luk_18:20; 1Co_6:9-10; Gal_5:16-21; Heb_13:4; Rev_2:22-23é etc. Also see: Mat_15:19; 

Mar_7:21; Rom_13:9-10; Jas_2:11-12; 2Pet_2:14, 2Pet_2:17-22 

http://trueconnection.org/DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com/appendix/Works_Cited.html#Ellison
http://www.census.gov/population/socdemo/marr-div/p23-180/p23-180.pdf
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Divorce and Remarriage is Adultery :  

Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:3-10; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-18; Rom_7:2-3; 1Co_7:10-11, 1Co_7:39 

 

And instead of warning please issued to a dead and perishing people, we so frequently enter a church 

building only to see and hear professional speakers playing nice religious games over the deathbeds of 

the condemned. We hear the demonic sounds of comforting fabrications that call church goers ñGodôs 

peopleò and ñThe house of the lord,ò as though the pews were actually occupied by people who Loved 

the Bible enough to obey it.  

    When are we going to walk into churches and hear pastors pleading with people to repent and save 

themselves from perishing under the unbearable weight of Godôs mighty judgment and fierce wrath 

against their souls for living in sin (Act_2:40; Act_20:21, Act_20:24; Luk_12:5; 2Co 5:11; Heb_10:31; 

Jud_1:23)? When are pastors going to hold their people accountable for living in sin and fearlessly 

taking the name of Jesus upon them? When are we going to stop paying professional entertainers to lie 

to us and tell us we are all christians on our way to heaven? When are we going to stop calling divorced 

and remarried people christians and start calling them adulterers that must repent of their immoral 

relationships to live, like the Scriptures say? But for the sake of those among the church who are in this 

state, the church and her leaders now sacrifice the Truth to give ñvain comfortò to the churchôs own 

destruction (see Zac_10:2-3). 

    Practically no one that really sees the main-stream Western church, except a blind humanistic fool, 

would even attempt to seriously say that the church as a whole is getting closer and closer to the Truth. 

The corruption is obvious. It is clear that we are not evolving upward, but corroding downward into sin 

and then finally into hell itself. It is an obvious blight against us before the church and the rest of the 

world that the church is slowly and sometimes rapidly declining into her state of apostasy, just as the 

Scriptures have said warning us over and over (2Th_2:3, 2Th_2:5; 1Ti_4:1-3; 2Ti_4:3-4). ñchristianò 

television serves as an obvious reminder that the antichrist is not far off. Yes, his spirit is already in our 

midst preaching to us! 

 

Ezr_9:2 Brenton  éthe hand of the rulers has been first in this transgression. 

 

2Pe_2:2 KJB And many shall follow their damnable ways; because of whom the way of truth shall be 

spoken evil of. 3 And through greediness they shall with deceptive words make merchandise of you: 

whose judgment from of old does not wait, and their damnation does not sleep. 

 

In light of the fallen state of the church, it is only reasonable to expect that if the church revokes long-

held strict hard-core positions for more complacent ones, we can be certain that in such cases, it is only 

for the sake of sin in fulfillment of Scripture. 

    The pastors have become the fathers of this corruption in the modern Western church having 

propagated others worse than themselves, by their pernicious propaganda (Mat_23:15). And why 

should we be surprised? The Scriptures have foretold these days, again and again they have been 

spoken of from the days of the prophets on through the writings of the New Testament. 

 

B. Some Bible Verses About Pastors 
In every one of the following verses, the same Hebrew word is used which can, and does, get translated 

as either ñpastorò or ñshepherd.ò The words ñpastorò or ñshepherdò are the exact same concept 

biblically, but we have distinguished them culturally in English. For the sake of direct application, the 

following are all rendered as ñpastor.ò (This same principal applies in Hebrew as well as Greek). 

    There are a lot of verses below, so if you wish to, you can skim through and read only the underlined 

portions. But in all cases, please be sober minded and clean hearted so that you may nobly consider 
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these verses as they speak to us today, and, ñéjust as the Holy Spirit says: óToday, if you will hear His 

voice,  8  Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness,ò (Heb 3:7-8 

CAB): 

 

Jer_10:20-21 KJV My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of 

me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. For the 

pastors are become brutish

G1197
, [or messed up or senseless] and have not sought the LORD: 

therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 

Jer_12:6-11 KJB édon't believe them, though they speak fair words unto you. 7 I have forsaken 

my house, I have left my heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her 

enemies. 8 My heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it cries out against me: therefore I have hated 

it. 9 écomeé assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour. 10 Many pastors have 

destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant 

portion a desolate wilderness. 11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourns unto me; 

the whole land is made desolate, because no man takes it to heart. 
 No one takes to heart the corruption in this issue, and so the church acquires cancers. 

Jer_22:22 KJB The wind shall eat up all your pastors, and your lovers shall go into captivity: surely then 

you shall be ashamed and confounded for all your wickedness. 

Jer_23:1-4 KJB ñWoe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!ò Says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; 

ñYou have scattered my flock, and driven them awayé behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your 

doings, says the LORDé 4 And I will set up pastors over them which shall feed them: and éneither 

shall they be lacking, says the LORD.ò 

Jer_25:33-37 KJB And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the 

other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon 

the ground. 34 Howl, you pastors, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, you leaders of 

the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and you shall fall 

like a pleasant vessel. 35 And the pastors shall have no way to flee, nor the leaders of the flock to 

escape. 36 A voice of the cry of the pastors, and a howling of the leaders of the flock, shall be heard: 

for the LORD has spoiled their pasture. 37 And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the 

fierce anger of the LORD. 

Jer_50:6-7 KJB My people have been lost sheep: their pastors have caused them to go astray, 

they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have 

forgotten their resting place. 7 All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, 

ñWe do not sin, because they have sinned against the LORDéò 

Eze_34:1-9 KJB And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, prophesy against the 

pastors of Israelé 4 The diseased you have not strengthenedé neither have you brought again that 

which was driven away, neither have you sought that which was losté 9; and I will require my flock at 

their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flocké [It is good to read all of chapter 43, 

especially verses 1-16] 

 

 Todayôs pastors have left those diseased in their sin telling them that it is not sin. 

 They have not ñbrought again that which was driven away,ò [such as the time-honored Biblical 

Truth of this issue] neither have they ñsought that which was lostò 

 ñThereforeé the Lord GOD saysé I am against the pastorsò 
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Isa_56:9-12 WEB All you animals of the field, come to devour, yes, all you animals in the forest. His 

watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all mute dogs, they can't bark; 

dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. Yes, the dogs are greedy, they can never have enough; and 

these are pastors who can't understand: they have all turned to their own way, each one to his 

gain, from every quarter. Come you, say they, I will get wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong 

drink; and tomorrow shall be as this day, a day great beyond measure. 

 

 ñEvery thingôs fineéò they tell us. ñEveryone here is savedéò they lie, as they and their 

churches wallow in adultery on their way to hell. 

 

Zec_10:3a KJB My anger was kindled against the pastorsé  

[And Jesus says] 

Mat_23:13-16 NKJV ñBut woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of 

heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 

14 éyou will receive greater condemnation. 15 ñWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell 

as yourselves. 16 ñWoe to you, blind guidesé 

[And God also says] 

Isa_6:10 WEB éMake their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; Lest they see with their eyes, And hear with 

their ears, And understand with their heart, And turn again, and be healed." 

 

We can protest all we want and say, ñthese Bible verses do not apply today,ò but don't they apply? 

    If we will repent of our falsehood in this area and no longer except people as christians who are 

divorced and remarried, including pastors, then we have this promise from God concerning pastors and 

leaders: 

 

Jer_2:8 KJV éthe pastors also transgressed against meé 

Jer_3:14-15 KJV Turn, O backsliding children, says the LORDé 15 And I will give you pastors 

according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.  

 

(Also see Eze_34:9-16 and Jer_23:4, as quoted above, for this promise). 

 

C. Some Questions to Ask Yourself 
First : Am I leading people to believe that main-stream christianity is going to heaven when the Bible 

says that it will go to hell?: 2Th_2:3, 2Th_2:5; 1Ti_4:1-3; 2Ti_4:3-4; 2Pe_2:2 

 

Rom_11:5 WEB Isaiah also cries concerning Israel, "Though the number of the sons of Israel is as the 

sands of the sea, a remnant shall be saved, (Rom_9:27 MKJV)é Even so then at this present time also 

there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

 

Second: Am I sinning against the honor of God and the souls of men by telling them that they are going 

to heaven when they are in a relationship that God calls adultery and strictly condemns? 

 

Adultery Condemned:  

Exo_20:14/Deu_5:18; Lev_20:10; Deu_22:22-24; Pro_2:16-19; Pro_6:23-33; Jer_5:7-9; Jer_29:21-23; 

Eze_23:43-47; Mal_3:5-6; Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:9, Mat_19:16, Mat_19:18/ Mar_10:17, Mar_10:19/ 

Luk_18:18, Luk_18:20; 1Co_6:9-10; Gal_5:16-21; Heb_13:4; Rev_2:22-23é etc. Also see: Mat_15:19; 

Mar_7:21; Rom_13:9-10; Jas_2:11-12; 2Pet_2:14, 2Pet_2:17-22 
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Divorce and Remarriage is Adultery :  

Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:3-10; Mar_10:2-12; Luk_16:16-18; Rom_7:2-3; 1Co_7:10-11, 1Co_7:39 

 

Eze_3:18-19 MKJV When I say to the wicked, You shall surely die; and you do not give him warning, nor 

speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked one shall die in his 

iniquity; but I will require his blood at your hand. 19 Yet if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from 

his wickedness nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 

(Also see Eze_33:9) 

 

The mercy of God be upon those who do not do these things, and upon those who consider and repent, 

and the judgment of God be upon those who continue. 
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CHAPTER 2 ð THE BASICS OF DIVORC E 

& REMARRIAGE  

 

1. The Permanency of Marriage, Despite 

Separation and Divorce  

 

The First Marriage 

Gen_2:21-25 KJV  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took 

one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;  22  And the rib, which the LORD God had 

taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23  And Adam said, This is now 

bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 

Man.  24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave

H1692
 unto his 

wife: and they shall be one flesh.  25  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 

ashamed. 

 

Jesus, On The First Marriage 

ñAnd he [Jesus] answered and said unto them, ñHave you not readé 5 óFor this cause a man shall leave 

his father and mother and shall cleave

G4347
 to his wife: and the two shall be one flesh?ô Therefore 

they are no more

G3765
 two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together let not man 

separate

G5563
, (Mat_19:4-6 KJV; Also see: Gen_2:21-22; Mar_10:6-9; Eph_5:30-32).ò 

 

A. ñBoundò for life 
 

i. ñéthey are no more

G3765
 two éò (Mat_19:5). 

 

This is Strongôs definition for the one Greek word translated here as ñno moreò:  

G3765 Ǧ֬ǡǔǪǠouketi ook-et'-ee Also (separately) Ǧ֬ǡǪǠ ouk eti ook et'-ee From G3756 and G2089; not 

yet, no longer: - after that (not), (not) any more, henceforth (hereafter), not, no longer (more), 

not as yet (now), now no more (not), yet (not). 

 

(Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries) 

 

So what is the implication of this verse and the weight of the Greek word translated as ñno moreò? We 

can see this by inserting the definition of this word directly into the verse:  

 

ñThey are no more [henceforth and hereafter no longer and noté any more] twoò (Mat_19:6), 

after God makes them One Flesh.  

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
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This verse is describing a permanent ñno more twoò effect from God making two people into one. This 

was instituted and preformed, (and is presently enforced) by God, which is called being ñboundò unto a 

spouse, yielding a ñone fleshò relationship (Mat_19:5). 

 

ii. Rom_7:2 For the woman which has a husband is bound

G1210
 by the law to her husband so 

long as he livesé (KJB).  

 

ii. Greek ñBoundò: ñébind, be in bonds, knit, tie, windéò (Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries). The 

Scriptures clearly and directly reveal that being ñboundò ñknitò ñtiedò and ñwoundò into the 

ñbondsò of marriage yields a relationship that lasts for life (as seen above in Rom_7:2). 

 

B. GOD is The One Who Binds (No wonder itôs permanent) 
 

i. Mat_19:6 ñTherefore they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

togetheréò (KJB; Also: Mar_10:9). 

 

ii. Mal_2:11, Mal_2:13-16 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel 

and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath 

married the daughter of a strange god. [i.e. they have been remarried to pagan 

Canaanites]é 13 And you have also done this, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with 

weeping, and with crying out, in so much that he does not regard the offering any more, or 

receive it with favor from your hand. 14 Yet you say, ñWhy?ò Because The Lord  has been 

witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, 

though she is your companion, and the wife of your covenant. 15 Did he [God] not make 

them oneé Why one? Because He sought a godly offspring. Therefore guard your spirit, and 

let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. 16 For the LORD, the God of Israel, 

says that he hates divorceé therefore guard your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously, 
(WEB/KJB). 

 

iii.  Meshing Malachi Together to Clearly Show its Implications on this Issue  
We can see that, 1. ñThe Lord [is the] witnesséò (Mal_2:14; Gen_2:22, Gen_2:24-25; Mat_19:4-

6) of any marriage covenant (Mal_2:14 b; Mat_5:28, Mat_5:32; Mat_19:9-10; Mar_10:11-12; 

Luk_16:18) not respective of a church or pastor (Gen_2:21-24; Mat_19:4-6; Mar_10:6-9; Eph_5:30-

32) as Augustine falsely taught (as seen in the appendix entitled, ñThe Historical Church Teachingò 

under Augustine). This is as it was in the Garden of Eden (Gen_2:21-25), and as it has been ñfrom 

the beginningò (Mat_19:8).  

    2. As the witness of this covenant (Mal_2:14). 3. God ómade them oneô (Mal_2:15) so thaté 

4. Even after the divorce (Mal_2:14b, Mal_2:16) 5. And remarriage (Mal_2:11), these men of 

Israel were still married to the first wife (ñshe is youréwife of your covenant,ò Mal_2:14 b). 

6. And this wife that they were married to was óthe wife of their youthô (Mal_2:14a, their first 

wife) because of the initial marriage covenant (Mal_2:14c).  

    Note: We can be assured that they took advantage of the Mosaic divorce and remarriage 

ñpermissionò given in Deu_24:1-2, as the Bible affirms elsewhere (1Sa_25:44; Mat_19:3, 

Mat_19:7-8; Mar_10:2-5; and compare Jdg_14:20), and this fact is specifically referenced in 

Mal_2:11. Despite their remarriage, God was not concerned about their second or third wives in 

this passage, but only óthe wife of their youth.ô This is because every new marriage that the first 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
http://www.divorceandremarriagebook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html#Augustine
http://www.divorceandremarriagebook.com/appendix/Historical_Teaching.html#Augustine
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wife obtained was clearly defiling and adulterous (ñéafter that [second marriage] she is 

defiledéò Deu_24:4) and her subsequent remarriages were not established by Him. He was 

only proclaiming Himself to be the witness of the wife of their youth in Malachi (Mal_2:14a). 

    7. Their ignorance of the severity of the covenant (Mal_2:14a) that they made (Mal_2:14c) 

had no effect at all to nullify its punishment (Mal_2:13, Mal_2:15-16). 7. Despite their ñcovering 

the altaré with tears, with weeping, and with crying outò (Mal_2:13) God still did not listen to 

them (Mal_2:13c) because of their divorce (Mal_2:14, Mal_2:16) and remarriage (Mal_2:11). 

They found no accepted repentance or forgiveness because in their hardness of heart (Zec_7:12; 

Mat_19:8;  Mar_10:5) and stubborn rebellion (Exo_32:9-10; Exo_33:2-5; Deu_9:4-8; 

Deu_9:13; Deu_9:24; Deu_31:26-27; Deu_32:20; 2Ch_30:8; Psa_78:8; Isa_48:4; Act_7:51-53) 

they were away from their first (and only True) wives (Mal_2:11, Mal_2:14-16). 

 

Some may wonder why I go to such lengths to make this ñMalachi Meshò so clear and specific 

referencing every smallest point of every verse.  But if you wonder why, it may be because you have 

not experienced how few people believe these verses.  Pastors, church leaders, and many other 

seemingly reasonable people almost always read these verses and walk away saying, ñIt's ok to divorce 

and remarry,ò or, ñGod forgives us, even when we stay in such a remarriage relationship,ò or, ñGod 

recognizes second marriages after divorce and would not want you to break them up to return to the 

first.ò 

    I also write this to draw out understanding so that you will not miss the HUGE implications of what 

Malachi is used to teach us here. I hope you walk away from reading Malachi having both understood, 

and embraced what is said, because if you do, you have surpassed 98% of the church who simply 

ignore it, and become ignorant. If you truly believe Malachi Chapter two (especially Mal_2:11-16), you 

have obligated yourself to a Divine revolution, having believed God's truth that all men reject. 

 

C. To Be Joined 
 

The Significance 

This word spans (Biblically) from Hebrew into Greek. In Hebrew, this word is defined this way:  

 

H1692 ˵ ˟̎ [ÌYXhdaw-bak' écling or adhereé - abide, fast, cleave (fast together), follow close (hard, 

after), be joined (together), keep (fast), overtake, pursue hard, stick, take. (Strongôs) 

 

This ñabiding,ò ñcleaving,ò ñjoining,ò and ñstickingò intended by the definition of the Hebrew word 

[ÌYXh is the same type of cleaving we are commanded to have with the LORD:  

 

ñThou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave

H1692
é 

(Deu_10:20 KJV; Also see: Deu_11:22; Deu_13:4; Deu_30:20; Jos_22:5; Jos_23:8; 2Ki_18:6; Psa_119:31; 

Jer_13:11).ò 

 

Note that though cleaving to God obviously takes priority, the same Hebrew word ([ÌYXh) is used in 

Genesis 2 for marriage, as it is throughout the Old Testament for the covenanted relationship between 

the Lord and His people. This effectively communicates what kind of permanent unbreakable union a 

man has with his wife. Do you see that God gave us the phenomena of ñstickingò in marriage as a 

parable to show how we ought to ñstickò to God? 
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God twice uses this word to describe the inseparability of the scales of a dinosaur (historically called a 

dragon) that they knew as ñLeviathan.ò The context of these verses affirms the definition we read 

previously, even using some of the exact same words from within the definition as synonyms. I have 

underlined words that affirm the definition of this word in this way:  

 

ñStrong scales are his pride, Shut up together with a close seal. 16 One is so near to another, That no air 

can come between them. 17 They are joined

H1692
 [or they cleave

H1692
] one to another; They 

stick together, so that they can't be pulled aparté 23 The flakes of his flesh are joined

H1692
 

together. They are firm on him. They can't be moved, (Job_41:15-17, Job_41:23, this is also illustrated 
in :  
Job_41:26-29 WEB).ò 

 

How profound is the strength of this word! Please see the significance that it can command! And I hope 

that you will be honest enough to admit that the Bible does nothing to lessen the potency and impact of 

this word as it is applied to marriage, especially as seen in Gen_2:23-24. 

 

In Greek, the word is rendered proskollao and echoes the same idea of sticking/gluing, indicating the 

same permanency:  

 

Greek 4347 ôǧǦǩǡǦǢǢǓǯproskollao¯ pros-kol-lay'-o 

From G4314 and G2853; to glue to, that is, (figuratively) to adhere: - cleave, join (self). 

(Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries) 

 

And especially because Jesus uses this word in reference to the Hebrew word, then we can be sure that 

the entire concept is retained.  

    As far as the Greek text of the New Testament goes, this word is only used 4 times, (Mat_19:5; 

Mar_10:7; Act_5:36; Eph_5:31) whereas it appears 52 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. In 3 of these 

New Testament references the word is applied to marriage. It is interesting that the one time that this 

word is not applied to marriage, it still describes a cleaving that was ñtill death did them partò:  

 

ñFor before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, 

about four hundred, joined

G4347
 themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were 

scatteredé (Act_5:36 KJV).ò 

 

There are also other Greek words that have been translated as ñcleaveò or ñjoinedò:  

ñprosmenoΡû

G4357
 - (abide/continue); Used for ñspiritual thingsò: Act_11:23; Rom_12:9 

ñsuzeugnumiò

G4801
 - (ñyoked togetherò); Used for marriage: Mat_19:6; Mar_10:9 

ñkollaoΡò

G2853
 - (Keep company); usually used regarding relationships: Luk_15:15; Act_5:13; 

Act_8:29; Act_9:26; Act_18:7; 1Co_6:16, 1Co_6:17 

Others: 1Co_1:10; Eph_4:16 

 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#Strongs
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But we will focus on the one most directly applied to marriage for the purpose of this work. 

 

So from Hebrew initially, we see that the act of ñcleavingò is a serious act. Though both biblical 

languages retain this concept of permanency, in the Greek the context affirms this even more than the 

dictionary definition. 

 

But one may draw out that in some of the above examples, though it might be hard to undo the 

ñsticking,ò it would still be theoretically possible to accomplish if one changes their mind, or breaks 

their covenant: One can renounce cleaving to God after having temporarily ñstuck,ò and one could 

have renounced cleaving to ñTheudasò in Act_5:36 if they became disenfranchised with his rebellion. 

However, we should be sensitive to this very important distinguishing fact: Although people are 

commanded to ñcleaveò or ñjoinò themselves to God, God (not man) cleaves two people together in 

one flesh. A person cannot óunjoinô themselves, when the strong hand of God has joined them together 

with their lawful spouse! 

    The Jews could not separate the rebels who had joined themselves to ñTheudasò in Act_5:36, apart 

from the death of Theudas, and much more so, a couple cannot lift the omnipotent hand of God so that 

they can walk away from being joined by Him, apart from death. But rather, in English and even more 

in Greek, just as we have shown in Malachi previously, we can see that it is God who joins: 

 

Mat 19:5 EMTV  and He said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined 

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? 

 

The words, ñshall be joinedò represent this one word in Greek, and this word is in what is called, ñthe 

Passive Voiceò because in the Greek grammar the action is being done to them. They are not ñjoining 

themselvesò in Greek, they are ñbeing joined.ò Those who are getting married according to Godôs 

covenant are (grammatically) ñPassiveò in the process of joining, which leaves God as the sole operator 

of this process and spectacular phenomena! His strong and mighty hands have joined, and no man can 

undo what only God can do. 

 

D. Summary of A, B, and C 
We see that the Bible says that being bound in marriage by God produces a permanent, God-

performed One Flesh bond for life . Some have attempted to interpret the Bible as to contradict its 

self by saying that marriage bonds could be broken by a divorce. But we can clearly see from Scripture 

that being bound in the marriage covenant cannot be undone by anything but death, and this without 

exception! (Rom_7:2, 1Co_7:39). [We will return to this subject of misusing Scripture to contradict 

itself later]. 

    No wonder itôs permanent! God is the one that makes the two one! And it says, ñéhe shall open, 

and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open, (Isa_22:22 MKJV).ò  This is repeated in 

Job_12:14, and in Rev_3:7. (Also see Job_9:12; Job_11:10). Scripture also clearly says that you cannot 

change what God says. See Deu_4:2; Deu_12:32; Rev_22:18-19; Joh_13:16. So whatever He says and/or 

does concerning marriage sticks despite all the efforts of man. 

    Galatians 3:15 says, ñBrethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a manôs covenant, 

yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it,ò (Gal_3:15 NKJV). If this is the case with a human 

covenant, which is merely ratified by men, (and subsequently enforced by God) then how much more 

absolutely unbreakable is a covenant that is both ratified and enforced by God Himself? And this we 

can clearly see to be the case even with the Scriptures concerning marriage quoted so far. 

 

E. ñDivorceò 

http://www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/Bibliography_and_Glossary.html#EMTV
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Mal_2:16 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says that he hates divorceédo not deal treacherouslyé 
(KJB). 

 

Mat_5:32 But I say unto you, That whoever divorces

G630
 his wife, except for a saying of 

fornication

G4202
, causes her to commit adulteryé (KJB; See explanation under pt 2, ñRemarriageò) 

 

Mat_19:9 And I say to you, [any] one

G3739, G302
 shall divorce

G630
 his wife, only

G1508
 for 

fornication

G4202
 [Porneia]é 

 

This verse and its particular translation are further explained later; for now let it temporarily suffice the 

reader to know that this is how practically every early church leader read Mat_19:9. 

 

F. ñSeparationò 
 

Greek: ñéto place room betweené parté to go awayé depart, put asunder, separate,ò (Strong's 

Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries). 

 

1Co_7:10 And to the married I command (not I, but the Lord), a woman not to be separated

G5563
 

from her husband, (MKJV). 

 

In other words: óIôm commanding you, but Iôm not the one who originated this command, Jesus isé ô 

ïPaul is reiterating the following commands that Jesus had already givené 

 

Mat_19:5 KJB ñéa man shallé cleave to his wife: and the two shall be one fleshò 6 Therefore they are 

no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate

G5563
 

[ñélet man not place room betweenò]. ò (also see Mar_10:9) 

 

Ÿ Man cannot destroy the one flesh relationship established by God. This command not to óput space 

betweenô the one flesh relationship, is a command not to divorce (see Mat_19:3). Though it be a divorce 

or separation, neither dissolves the one flesh relationship nor does either undo the marriage covenant, 

but the worst that one can do to it is to ñplace room betweenò it. 

     So God teaches us here, ñDon't place room geographically with space between what God has made 

one relationally in substance.ò 

 

G. Clarification 
 

The indissolubility of a marriage does not include a second spouse after divorce. The Bible clearly 

instructs us to repent of sin, (confess it, and stop doing it with a genuinely sorrowful heart), and 

remarriage is the sin of adultery, (as covered in the following point). If it is then indeed adultery then it 

is not a true marriage and therefore does not have the qualities that are exclusive to valid marriage 

relationships such as indissolubility. ñRepentance from Adulteryò is also covered in depth in point 3. 
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Dr. Joseph Webb does well to clarify this point in an article that he wrote entitled, ñDon't Confuse Sin 

With A Covenantò  

[www.cpr-ministries.org/newsletter/04_02.htm] 

By being aware of historical background and sensitive to the Biblical text, we can know that the very 

passage where God says, ñI hate divorceò (see Mal_2:16) also incites breaking up second marriages to 

re-establish original ones (see Mal_2:11c, Mal_2:14; Ezr_10:3, Ezr_10:10-12, Ezr_10:44). 

 

2. Remarriage After Divorce is Adu ltery  

 

A. No Permissive Statement Given 
 

There is no permissive statement whatsoever in the whole New Testament about remarriage after divorce. 

(Though there are a few that extreme liberals slander as giving permission to divorce and remarry, which 

we cover later in this work, there are no actual Bible verses that really do this). 

 

B. Remain Unmarried: Only Option After Divorce 
 

1Co_7:10-11 And to the married I command (not I, but the Lord), a woman not to be separated from her husband. 11 But 

if she is indeed separated, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to leave his wife, 

(MKJV). 

 

C. Immutable Truths that Jesus Taught About Adultery 
A Preview-Glance of Some Scriptures that are Covered Below 
 

i. Adultery begins at the initiation of lust, not at the initiation of the physical act, (Mat_5:27-28). 

All forms of adultery, even at the ñlust stage,ò will condemn one to hell unless he rids his heart and life 

of it at whatever the cost:  

Mat_5:27-32; Mat_19:16 & Mat_19:18/ Mar_10:17 & Mar_10:19/Luk_18:18 & Luk_18:20; Also see: 

Exo_20:14/Deu_5:18; Lev_20:10; Deu_22:22; Pro_2:16-19; Pro_6:23-33; Jer_5:7-9; Jer_29:21-23; 

Eze_23:43-47; Mal_3:5-6; Mat_15:19; Mar_7:21; Rom_13:9-10; 1Co_6:9-10; Gal_5:16-21; Heb_13:4; 

Jas_2:11-12; 2Pe_2:14-19é ; Rev_2:22-23 

 

iii.  Having fully established that adultery sends one to hell at every stage (Mat_5:27-28), Jesus at 

once announces that divorce and remarriage is adultery, (Mat_5:32). 

iv. Whether ñlust-adultery,ò or ñremarriage-adultery,ò these standards are applied to everyone 

(Mat_5:28, Mat_5:32; Also compare Mat_19:9; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18) 

 

D. The Bible Says that Divorce and Remarriage Is Adultery 
 

Mat_5:31-32 ñIt has been said that óAnyone divorcing his wife, must give her a divorce certificateô 32 

But I say to you, that whoever divorces his wife, except for a report of fornication, causes her to 

commit adultery: and if anyone marries her that is divorced he commits adultery, (KJB).ò  

 
i. Women were culturally constrained to marry again after a divorce. It was almost impossible for a woman to make 

it on her own in that culture. This is why a husband would be the cause of the almost definite adultery of 

remarriage following his decision to divorce her. 

ii.  If you divorce your wife, you are the cause of her subsequent adultery (via her remarriage), unless of course she 

was already living a life of fornication . You would not be the cause in such an exception. A woman would have 
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already been immoral in such a case as fornication; you would not have caused her to be immoral if she were 

already that way. 

iii.  It is important to note: That the innocent chaste wife, (whom is Jesusô primary focus in these verses) commits 

adultery upon remarriage even if her husband married again and committed adultery against her, (see the 

absoluteness of the underlined last part of Mat_5:32 above). 

iv. For what it's worth, even bad early church leaders knew that this is what this verse was talking 

about: 

 

ñ óif anyone divorce his wifeéôéhe compels her to commit adultery.ò 

 

ñé he that divorces her become the cause of this,ò (Miscellanies 2:23:145:3, Written by 

Clement of Alexandria, early church leader 208 AD). 

 

Luk_16:18 Everyone who divorces his wife, and marries another, commits adultery. He who marries 

one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery, (WEB). 

 

Mar_10:11-12 He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife, and marries another, commits adultery 

against her. 12 If a woman herself divorces her husband, and marries another, she commits adultery," 

(WEB). 

 

Mat_19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever

G3739, G302
 shall put away

G630
 his wife, 

except

G1508
 it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth 

her which is put away doth commit adultery, (KJV).  

 

[The underlines indicate the scope of Greek words used] 

 

Ÿ The way that this is translated is at issue. In light of the Greek of this verse, as well as its context, it should rather be 

translated as the early church has insisted:  

 

Mat_19:9 And I say to you, [any] one

G3739, G302
 shall divorce

G630
 his wife, only

G1508
 for 

fornication

G4202
 [Porneia]. And if he shall marry another, he continuously commits adultery:

G3429
 [Moichao- 

Continual Tense] and whoever marries her who is divorced

G630
 continuously commits adultery

G3429
, [Moichao- 

Continual Tense] (KJB). 

 

Ÿ It  is important to note: That the innocent chaste wife commits adultery upon remarriage though her husband marries 

again, in both ways of translating (KJV and KJB). This is consistent with Matthew 5. [Further significance covered later]. 

 

Rom_7:2-3 For the woman which has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he 

lives; but if the husband dies, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So if then, while her 

husband lives, she is married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 

husband is dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another 

man, (KJB). 
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v. This that we read in Romans 7, is ñthe lawò of marriage as given in the Garden of Eden, 
(Gen_2:21-25) though it is not said in so many words. It should not be confused with ñthe Law 

of Mosesò (given in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) seeing that this saying is 

not written in Mosesô Law at all. These words in Romans 7 directly point to Jesusô words, as He 

was reestablishing the Marriage Law as it was ñfrom the beginningò (Mat_19:8/Mar_10:5-9; 

Gen_2:21-25). 

 

Furthermore, Paul writes to *Jewish-minded people when he previously uses the wording, ñéI speak 

to them that know the lawé (Rom_7:1 KJV).ò To a Jewish-minded person this conjures up the concept 

of ñTorahò (the Hebrew word for ñthe Lawò) which has long been a pervading sacred concept among 

Jews even to this day. Just drop by any Synagogue and they will tell you the same. [* Though Romans 

was written to a mostly Gentile congregation, (see Rom_1:13) many in Rome were converted Jews]. 

    This concept of ñTorahò specifically included the first 5 books of the Bible (Genesis - Deuteronomy) 

and sometimes even included the Psalms or even the Prophets (Compare: Joh_15:25 with Psa_35:19; 

Psa_69:4; Psa_109:3; and 1Co_14:21 with Isa_28:11).  

    If we will look for a marriage law as described here by Rom_7:2-3, we will only find it in Gen_2:21-

25, which satisfies Paulôs reference to ñthe Law,ò (Rom_7:1-2). I write all of this because some people 

have rashly thought that this was a reference to the Mosaic Law, and is so not a ñNew Testamentò 

command. But we can see that Romans chapter seven (Rom_7:2-3) is rather at the Heart of New 

Testament theology, as it seeks to reestablish the marriage Law as it was, ñfrom the beginning.ò (And 

this is exactly how the early Church received this epistle). 

    The Law of Moses clearly does not reestablish the marriage law, but accommodates its violation. 

Jesus and the Apostles reestablished the marriage law, and this can clearly be seen here in Romans 

seven. 

 

vi. The Bible talks in some places about isolated acts of ñcommitting adultery,ò (2Sa_11:1-4, 

2Sa_11:26-27; 2Sa_12:13) but this verse does not address an act of the past but a state of being. 

It does not simply say that a remarried woman ñcommitted adulteryò when she remarried, but 

that ñshe shall be called an adulteress.ò This is who she is because of the sin she is presently 

committing, not merely a sin she has committed in the past. If you say that such a woman (with 

or without claims of faith in Jesus) is no adulteress, or even that she is a christian, then you are 

a liar (Rom_3:4) because the Bible has called her an adulteress. 

 

vii.  Early Church Leaders Confirm this as well. Justin Martyr said, ñéthey are sinners 

who contract a second marriage, even though it is in accord with human lawéò (First Apology 

15, Written by Justin Martyr, early church leader 151 A.D.). 

 

E. Ignorant Adultery 
Unfortunately, even in this day and age it is easy for people to go their whole lives, commit sin in 

ignorance, and die in it. This issue of divorce and remarriage is no exception, but is often even more 

unknown than other things because of the great efforts of liberal thinkers to stomp it out with their 

teachings. But instead of running away from this Biblical Truth, as so many foolishly do, making a 

decision of doctrinal judgment based on human sympathy, let us first establish a Biblical mindset: 

 

It is certain that there is a such thing as sinning in ignorance according to the Bible:  

Gen_12:10-20; Gen_20:2-18; Gen_26:6-11; Lev_4:1-3, Lev_4:13-15, Lev_4:22-23, Lev_4:27-28; 

Lev_5:15-19; Num_15:22-29; Psa_19:12; Isa_5:13-15; Isa_9:16; Hos_4:6; Mat_18:5-9/Mar_9:42-
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48/Luk_17:1-2; Act_14:16; Act_17:29-30; Heb_9:7, Heb_9:11; Heb_7:24-25; Heb_10:26-31. Also 

compare Gen_8:22; Psa_51:5; Psa_58:3 with Isa_7:15-16. 

 

Lev_5:15-19 MKJV If a soul commits a trespass and sins through ignorance in the holy things of 

Jehovah, then he shall bring for his trespass to Jehovah a ram without blemishé16 éthe priest shall 

make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him. 17 And if a 

soul sins, and he has done that which ought not to be done, any one from all the commands of Jehovah, 

and does not know, and he is guilty and bears his iniquity; 18 éthe priest shall make an atonement 
for him for his ignorance in which he erred without knowing it, and it shall be forgiven him. 19 It is a 

trespass offering. He has certainly trespassed against Jehovah.  

 

It is amazing how many church people, who should know better, blindly deny this. 

 

The Bible teaches that sins done in ignorance receive a lesser punishment than those done by 

people who know better:  

ñ47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his 

will, shall be beaten with many stripes, 48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 

stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 

required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will  ask the more.  

(Luk_12:47-48 KJV).ò 

 

And just as there are upper and lower levels of hell now, (Ex. Deu_32:22; Psa_86:13; Eze_31:16) there 

will be grater and lesser levels of damnation for eternity:  

ñBut I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom, in the day of judgment, than 

for thee, (Mat_11:24 KJV; Also see Mat_11:20-24; Luk_10:10-16).ò 

 

We can safely deduce from this that though ignorant sin is indeed sin, it is counted as a lesser sin than 

the same actions done with knowledge of its sinfulness. 

    Let me give this understanding: people who sin knowingly will bear the hottest wrath of damnation, 

wile those who didnôt know will receive the lesser punishment. This principal has been accurately 

summarized this way: The greater the revelation, the greater the responsibility and potential 

Judgment. The lesser the revelation, the lesser the responsibility and Judgment. And the reverse is also 

True concerning rewards, (Mat_13:11-12; Mat_25:14-30/Luk_19:12-27; Mar_4:23-25) and for this 

reason Jesus said, 

 

ñBe careful therefore how you hear. For whoever has, to him will be given; and whoever doesn't have, 

from him will be taken away even that which he thinks he has, (Luk_8:18 WEB).ò 

 

And He says, 

 

ñémore will be given to you who hear, (Mar_4:24 WEB).ò 

 

So also, the greater the revelation, the greater the potential reward. But what we see from all of this, is 

that though ignorance yields a lighter punishment, sin done in ignorance still yields punishment, (i.e. 

Luk_12:47-48). 

 

iii.  Punishing Ignorant Sin is in Accordance with the Divine Standard 
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It is a consistent attribute that God has revealed to us about Himself, that He punishes ignorant sin.  

And I note all of this here to give a partial but sufficient understanding of the justice of God relative to 

sins done in ignorance compared to those done with knowledge. Some seem to think that God would 

never punish a person for errors done without knowing it, but they who say this oppose Godôs Eternal 

Word which unmistakably says He does! Those who do this will pass away but Godôs Word, The 

Eternal Standard, will endure through judgment, and will come upon the people who thought to protest 

it by implying that God had no right to punish those who sinned ignorantly. 

    In most cases of ignorance however, the saying may be True which says, ñYou are óignorantô 

because you óignore-it.ôò (See these verses for the punishment of such: Pro_1:7, Pro_1:20-33; Pro_2:1-5, 

Pro_2:9-11, Pro_2:22; Pro_5:11-14; Zec_7:11-14; Joh_3:19). 

    If you will be honest with yourself, others, and the Scriptures, then you will know that the nature of 

Godôs justice demands the punishment of sins committed with or without knowledge, even though this 

is not in accordance with initial, default, natural, human morals.  

There is an absolute statement that transcends ignorance, or any other excuse we may conjure up to 

give, and is appropriate here:  

 

1Co_6:9-10 MKJV DO NOT BE DECEIVED; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

abusers, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 

shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

If you think that any fornicator/ adulterer/ homosexual etc. will go to heaven because they were 

ignorant of their sin, then you missed this Scripture: ñDO NOT BE DECEIVEDò was the command, 

and it was there for an absolute unmistakable reason! 

 

iv. All Sins not ñCreatedò Equal 

There is a wide spread bad roomer that says, ñAll sin is equal in Godôs eyes,ò (Based out of distorting 

Jas_2:10-11). Is this conclusion really Biblical? Not at all! The Bible repeatedly and clearly teaches that 

the greater the sin, the greater the potential condemnation if not forgiven through Godly repentance:  

Deu_21:22; Deu_22:25, Deu_22:28-29; Deu_25:2; Eze_16:52; Mat_7:3-5; Mat_10:14-15; Mat_11:21-24; 

Mat_12:31-32, Mat_12:41; Mat_23:23-24; Mar_6:11; Luk_7:41; Luk_10:10-16; Luk_11:32; Luk_12:10; 

Luk_12:47-48; Joh_19:11; Heb_10:26; Jas_3:1; 2Pe_2:20-22; 1Jn_5:16-18 

 

Jesus showed that not all sins were equal by comparing some to ñgnatsò and others to ñCamels,ò 

(Mat_23:23-24) and also some to ñSpecksò and others to ñBeams,ò (Mat_7:3-5). In this same light, we 

must observe that some sins are pointed out with more urgency than others, as sins that condemn us to 

hell. Among the more damnable sins is adultery, as we will continue to see this below. 

 

v. Adultery is no Exception when Sinning Ignorantly 

Whether with or without knowledge of it, the Bible makes no exception about specific sins that will 

condemn you to hell if continued, and this specifically includes adultery, (1Co_6:9-11; Gal_5:18-21; 

Eph_5:3-7; 1Ti_1:9-10; Rev_21:8). 

 

The examples of ignorant adultery in Scripture are even more irrefutable than the summaries Iôve given 

you:  

 

Gen_20:2-18 WEB Abraham said about Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." Abimelech king of Gerar sent, 

and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, "Behold, you 

are a dead man, because of the woman whom you have taken. For she is a man's wife." 4 Now 
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Abimelech had not come near her. He said, "Lord, will you kill even a righteous nation? 5 Didn't he tell 

me, 'She is my sister?' She, even she herself said, 'He is my brother.' In the integrity of my heart and the 

innocence of my hands have I done this." 6 God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know that in the 

integrity of your heart  you have done this, and I also withheld you from sinning against me. 

Therefore I didn't allow you to touch her. 7 Now therefore, restore the man's wife. For he is a prophet, 

and he will pray for you, and you will live. If you don't restore her, know for sure that you will die, 

you, and all who are yours." é17 Abraham prayed to God. God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and 

his maid-servants, and they bore children. 18 For Yahweh had closed up tight all the wombs of the 

house of Abimelech, because of Sarah, Abraham's wife. (Also see Gen_12:10-20; Gen_26:6-11). 

 

Ÿ We see that despite the kingôs ignorance (Gen_20:2, Gen_20:5; and compare Gen_12:18), and 

integrity (Gen_20:6) God said that he was ña dead manò (Gen_20:3, Gen_20:7b) for going the direction 

of adultery (Gen_20:2; And compare with Mat_5:27-30; Gen_12:15). 

 

Ÿ Though God spared Abimelech because of the ignorance of his error, (Gen_20:6b, Gen_20:17; 

compare Gen_12:19) and did not count it as sin, relatively speaking, (Gen_20:6c) God still punished the 

king to a lesser degree by closing his wives wombs (Gen_20:18; and compare Gen_12:17 below). [In 

this, Scripture reaffirms that ignorant sin is punished less than willful sin]. This very same thing had 

happened previously when the Pharaoh sinned in ignorance: ñAnd the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his 

house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife, (Gen_12:17 KJV).ò 

 

Ÿ Do you see that Pharaoh suffered punishment for ignorant sin? 

 

Ÿ Though uniquely and mercifully spared from the sin, the sentence for this sin was clearly death 

(Gen_20:3, Gen_20:7b). And later Abrahamôs son Isaac did the exact same thing, to the exact same king 

Abimelech: ñ...Abimelech said, óWhat is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have 

lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt  on us,ô (Gen_26:10 WEB)!ò 

 

Ÿ Abimelech recognized that ignorant adultery brings guilt! How sad that this pagan king knew more 

about guilt and righteousness than so many in church today that donôt even believe in ignorant sin! 

Abimelech apparently knew this previously, but he had surely learned this all-the-more-so after his 

(previous) threatening encounter with God. It is a shame that Abimelech, an evidently otherwise 

ungodly king, (Gen_20:15; Gen_21:34) learned that ignorant adultery brought guilt, but most who claim 

Jesus, (a much fuller revelation of God) still donôt understand this concept. Itôs sad that this pagan king 

understood more about marriage than the average church-goer and Pastor today! 

 

Ÿ May God likewise have mercy on others who unknowingly commit adultery by marrying other 

peopleôs wives, (Rom_7:1-4) especially when it is pretended not to be sin via a legal divorce. May He 

stop relationships before the participants are required to burn forever for their sin.  May He work on 

your heart to be willing to be that warning mouth-piece to those perishing all around you, even those 

going to church every Sunday! 

 

During a time when it was known to be legal according to Godôs law to divorce and remarry, there was 

a shocking statement of Judgment that God gave through Malachi to those who had done so as we have 

read previously. Though they were ignorant of a higher standard concerning divorce and remarriage, 

God still healed them to it:  
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Mal_2:13-16 And you have also done this, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, 

and with crying out, in so much that he does not regard the offering any more, or receive it with favor 

from your hand. 14 Yet you say, ñWhy?ò Because The Lord  has been witness between you and the 

wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion, and 

the wife of your covenanté 16 For the LORD, the God of Israel, says that he hates divorceé 
therefore guard your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously, (WEB/KJB). 

 

Ÿ The Law had allowed divorce and remarriage (Deu_24:1-4) so that they had no conscious reason 

why they couldnôt take advantage of it. 

 

Ÿ Despite the permission given in the Law, God still punished them for divorcing their wives and 

remarrying others (Mal_2:11, Mal_2:13) 

 

Ÿ The word ñWhyò that they asked God (Mal_2:14) directly indicates that they did not know why they 

were being punished. 

 

Ÿ As we have already said, ñTheir ignorance of the severity of the covenant (Mal_2:14 a) that they 

made (Mal_2:14 c) had no effect at all to nullify its punishment (Mal_2:13, Mal_2:15-16).ò (Referring to 

Mal_2:13 in point C-iii) . 

 

vi. Applications about Ignorant Adultery  

If committing adultery in ignorance will still be harshly punished, (just like all other sins done so) then 

how much worse will it be for those who do it knowingly? If those in the world will be condemned for 

their immorality, wonôt those in the church suffer worse damnation when they knowingly commit the 

worst sexual sin of adultery? 

Ultimately, ignorance is never an excuse for sin, because if you had ñcried-out-for,ò (Pro_2:3) sought, 

(Pro_2:4) and prayed for understanding in righteousness, (Jas_1:5) then we have the promise from God 

that He would have answered, not leaving you ignorant, but would have given you such as you ask, 

(Psa_81:10; Pro_2:1-5, Pro_2:9-11, Pro_2:20; Mat_7:7-12/Luk_11:5-13; Joh_14:13-15; Joh_15:7; Joh_1:16; 

Jas_1:5-6). This applies to all sins done in ignorance, even ignorant adultery. Let us be zealous to ask 

God lest we too fall ignorantly into condemnation, and let us proclaim the Truth far and wide so others 

donôt likewise perish. 

 

3. Repent ance from Adultery  

 

A. Religious vs. Biblical Repentance 
Now that we have established from the Bible that divorce and remarriage is in fact, adultery, you may 

ask, ñIf a remarried person repents, then arenôt they no longer an adulterer?ò I would answer this with 

another question: What does it really (Biblically) mean to repent of an adulterous remarriage? 

 

i. If you mean the same thing that most Americans (including church people) mean when they 

talk about ñrepenting,ò then your answer is ñno,ò because God has promised never to forgive 

that type of ñrepentance.ò God is not a liar, and He will not declare someone forgiven of sin 

when they are still remaining in it: 

Exo_20:7; Exo_23:7b; Exo_34:7/Num_14:18; Pro_28:13; Pro_17:15; Pro_24:24-26; Isa_1:11-15, 

Isa_1:19-20; Eze_18:4c, Eze_18:13, Eze_18:20, Eze_18:30; Mal_2:13-14 
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ii.  If you mean ñRepentanceò as in what the Bible actually teaches, then your answer is ñyes,ò 

because God has said that He is merciful to forgive those who depart from sin: 

Pro_28:13; 1Ki_8:35-36/2Ch_6:26-27; Psa_37:27; Isa_1:16-19; Eze_18:5, Eze_18:9, Eze_18:21-23, 

Eze_18:27-28, Eze_18:30-32; Hos_14:1-3; Amo_5:15; Rom_6:12-13; Eph_4:28; 1Pe_3:11 

iii.  If you donôt realize that there is a vast difference between the two things that are both being 

called ñrepentanceò, then you more than all people need to read what is being written hereé 

 

B. What Is Real ñRepentanceò 
Most people wrongly teach that if someone divorces and remarries and then later they ñrepentò of it, 

then God will forgive them and their second marriage can and should continue on, having now been 

accepted before God. This is in accord with the typical mainstream (meaning ñunsavedò) christian idea 

that ñrepentanceò simply means to say ñIôm sorryò regardless of whether or not one keeps on doing the 

bad things they have done. This ñrepentanceò is a religious creation, not a Biblical Truth.  

    This belief neglects the fact that Biblical ñrepentanceò means to stop doing what you are doing, turn 

around, and go the other direction. If someone Truly ñrepents of smoking,ò then they donôt continue to 

smoke, repenting of lying, means that they stop lying, and if someone ñrepents of adultery,ò then they 

donôt continue committing adultery. If I punched you in the stomach and then said that I repented of it 

only to continue doing it every five seconds, then I have not repented of a thing, (and Iôm sure you 

would agree). 

    Again, what if I said that I repented of stealing $100 from you, only to keep the money and not pay 

you back? You would emphatically say that I had not truly repented. And I ask: what is more valuable? 

Taking $100 of another personôs money, or taking another personôs own wife? So because of these 

very basic realities and the clear declarations of the Scriptures, we can know for sure that if those who 

are remarried after a divorce donôt Truly repent by ending their adulterous relationship, then both are 

destined for condemnation as a sure promise from God.  

    Please notice that in this work, Iôm not asking you to treat adultery as some special type of 

irreconcilable sin, but Iôm simply calling us to treat sin like sin. This simply means that whether it is 

the sin of lying or the sin of remarriage-adultery, both lifestyles are promised to condemn one to hell, 

(Ex. 1Co_6:9-10; Rev_21:8) until and unless one Truly repents of such a life style so as to live in it no 

longer. 

    John the Baptist said that people should, ñProduce fruit that is consistent with repentance!ò (Luk_8:3 

ISV. Read Luk_3:8-14) by turning away from what they were doing wrong. And when he confronted 

this issue of divorce and remarriage, he said to the remarried king, ñIt is not lawful for you to have 

her!ò (Mat_14:4; and see Mar_6:18 and compare Luk_16:16-18). But this idea has almost been lost 

completely in most churches having been drowned by false doctrines that boast, ñNobody is perfect!ò 

and ñAll you have to do is say you're sorry.ò But ñRepentanceò without an altering of actions away 

from sin is the very thing that will condemn the visible so-called church of today to hell forever, unless 

she learns to Truly repent: 

 

Luk_13:1-5 WEB Now there were some present at the same time who told him about the Galileans, 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered them, "Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell 

you, no, but, unless you repent, you will all perish in the same way. 4 Or those eighteen, on whom the 

tower in Siloam fell, and killed them; do you think that they were worse offenders than all the men who 

dwell in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you will all perish in the same way." 

 

C. You Canôt Continue To Sin and Go To Heaven 
If you continue to sin, then you have no True repentance or salvation. 
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i. Jesus Says 
Luk_6:43 For a good tree does not produce bad fruit, nor does a bad tree produce good fruit. 

Mat_3:10 And now also the ax is laid at the root of the trees, so that every tree that does not produce 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

Luk_6:46 Why do you call me, L̀ORD, LORD,' and don't do the things which I say?  

Joh_14:15 If you LOVE Me, keep my commands... 23 ...If anyone LOVES Me, he will obey my 

words... 24 He who does not LOVE me will not obey my words. 

 

ii.  The BIBLE  Also Says 

1Jn_2:4 He who says, ñI have come to know him,ò but does not keep His commands is a liar, and the 

Truth is not in him. 

1Jn_3:6-10 Whoever remains in Him does not continue to sin. Whoever continues to sin has not seen 

Him, or known Him. 7 Little children, donôt let anyone deceive you: he that does what is right is 

righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He that continues to sin is of the devil; because the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. For this reason the Son of God was revealed, that He might destroy the 

works of the devil. 9 Whoever is born of God does not continue to sin; for His seed remains in him: 

and he cannot go on sinning, because he is born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children 

of the devil are revealed: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of Godé 

 

D. Maintaining a Remarriage After Divorce Is Continuing to Sin 
 

i. The Question 

Is the adultery of remarriage permanent for as long as the remarriage continues? 

 

Often in this issue people confuse the primary issue and forfeit any understanding by confusing what is 

being discussed.  I want to establish and make clear the question here so that this does not happen. 

    The following progressive chart assumes that the person in question is essentially obeying Jesus in 

every other way possible, and that the only matter of sin and morality in question is divorce and 

remarriage:  

 

Chart: Moral Choices and Consequences 

Stage Moral Choices and or Events The Question Result/ Consequence 

1 Divorce from first marriage  Ÿ    

 

Adultery?Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

2 Single after divorce Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

3 Actively interested in marrying a second 

person Ÿ 

Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

4 Engaged to second marriage partner Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

5 Wedding Ceremony (Official 

ñRemarriageò) Ÿ 

Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

6 1
st
 Night of intimacy Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

7 2
nd

 Night of intimacy Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

8 3
rd

 Night of intimacy Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

9 Etc. Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 
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Stage Moral Choices and or Events The Question Result/ Consequence 

10 Divorce second marriage partner Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

11a Return to first marriage partner  Ÿ Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

11b Or  first marriage partner dies while in 2
nd

 

marriage Ÿ 

 

Adultery? Ÿ Heaven or Hell? 

If you earnestly desire the answers to the questions in this chart then search throughout this book, because there are solid answers that 

God has given us within the Scriptures.  

 

For simplicity, this chart intentionally does not take into account the fact that most divorce and 

remarriage relationships and interests begin before the first marriage is rejected.  

 

Anyone with the slightest reasonableness to them will have to admit that Jesus was at least including 

the first act of intimacy in an adulterous remarriage (ñStage 6ò above).  Intimacy is explicitly reserved 

for marriage! And the essence of violating that strict reservation is called ñadulteryò when it is a sin 

against a valid marriage partner. Nothing else is more specific, and of the fullest essence in describing 

this sinful act of adultery, other than sexual intimacy. 

And why is the intimacy bad? 

 

ñ...whoever MARRIES  her who is divorced commits ADULTERYò (Mat_19:9; and similarly so in 

Mat_5:32; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18)ò 

 

We see that the ñadulteryò speaks most specifically of sexual intimacy, and we see that Jesus specifies 

that which brings on this adultery to be marriage to ñher who is divorced.ò  This is perfectly logical 

because (practically speaking) no one can sin sexually in a marriage unless there is fault found in the 

actual marriage.  I hope you can clearly see that the adultery that Jesus references speaks directly of a 

marriage covenant that God has rejected on the basis of a previous valid marriage partner. And even if 

Jesus had not specified this, it is still clear from the concept:  

If the first act is bad, and not good as most suppose, then it becomes overly obvious that the ceremony 

that pretended to justify this act and call it ñgoodò in the sight of God, was in fact a lie, and was also 

bad:  

Isa_5:20 KJV  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

Pro_17:15 KJV  He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are 

abomination to the LORD. 

 

And speaking of God's Kingdom it says, 

 

Rev_21:27 ALT  And by no means shall any defiling [thing]  and [anyone] doing an abomination and a 

lie enter into it, but only the ones having been written in the Scroll of Life of the Lamb. 

 

And again, 

 

Rev_22:15 KJB  Because outside are the dogs, and sorcerers, and fornicators, and murderers, and 

idolaters, and whoever loves and makes a lie. 

 

So because Jesus has said that the first act is wrong, then He has disregarded and totally set aside the 

remarriage covenant that said that this act was ñright.ò 
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Jesus has indeed declared the remarriage, including the remarriage wedding ceremony, bad, sinful and 

immoral.  How will we escape if we call this a potentially moral relationship when the wedding itself is 

held in derision by Jesus and called ñimmoralò?  If the marriage covenants themselves do not stand, 

then neither will the idea of the relationship. Both of them are immoral and wrong, and lead straight to 

hell:  

Pro_5:5  Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold of hell... Pro_6:26  ...and the adulteress 

will hunt for the precious life... Pro_6:32-33 whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks 

understanding: he that does it destroys his own soul.  33  He shall get a wound and dishonor; 

and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 

(Pro_5:5; Pro_6:26, 32-33 KJB) 

 

And obviously if Jesus has declared the first act of intimacy along with the remarriage covenant wrong, 

then so is the second third fourth and every other subsequent act of intimacy.  

 

Jesus speaks of the sexual intimacy of this union as ñAdulteryò due to the invalidation of the 

remarriage agreement. 

 

And now after the realization that a remarriage is perpetually adultery, will we say that it continues to 

be until she says a little prayer saying ñI'm sorryò without insisting that she fulfill the Scripture ñ...go, 

and sin no moreò? Is this the repentance Jesus requires? Isn't this the false repentance we've already 

discussed with is westernized and religious, and not Biblical? 

Is this the example that Jesus gave with the woman taken in adultery? 

Is this the example that John the Baptist took with Herod and his adulterous remarriage, not to mention 

Ezra and Nehemiah? Remember that they out of godliness and the righteous purifying of the Nation of 

Israel, went so far as to torture those who held forbidden marriages! 

 

After a divorce, there are at least two primary views that we need to understand:  

 

Chart: Church Person vs. Jesus on Remarriage &  
Intimacy 
 Remarriage  Sexual Intimacy  Destination  

church 

person  

Because this is a valid marriage... Therefore, this is good, clean and 

moral. So... > 

Heaven 

Jesus  Because this is NOT a valid marriage... Therefore, this is immoral 

(ñadulteryò). So... > 

Hell 

 

If it is clear to you now that at least the first act of sexual intimacy is sin, then what are we to say about 

the second, the third and so on? Does it proceed to evolve into a valid moral marriage? What other sin 

can you think of that becomes ñgoodò after repeated use? Does lying, cheating, stealing, murdering, or 

any other sin become good after being prolonged usage? Does other sins get ñGrand-Fathered-Inò? 

And again as some ask, ñAt what point does it stop being adultery?ò 

I like the way that Joe Webb asks this: ñDo you know of any other sins that die of old age?ò 

And can you think of any other sin that you can ñrepent ofò without stopping? 

Is there any sin in the whole Bible that can be compared with the standard protestant assumption about 

the adultery of remarriage? 
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These are inconsistent assumptions that have been taken for granted too long!  It's time someone called 

the bluff on this! 

 

After a third or fourth night with a prostitute, does the relationship become ñsanctified?ò 

Will we now council fallen church members that they should seek to spend the rest of their life with the 

women that they fall into immoral relationships with? 

May be this is the advice of those who think that adultery stops being adultery after an undefined 

repetition of committals. 

 

But we know for certain that this is not the practice we ought to teach people to follow, because Jesus 

said those ending Words to the woman caught in adultery:  

ñ...go, and sin no moreò (Joh_8:11; and compare Joh_5:14) 

 

Please notice here, that if ñAdultery,ò or even, ñSexual immoralityò had broken the marriage bond then 

wouldn't Jesus have said that the woman should stay with the ñnewly establishò relationship with the 

man she had just committed adultery with ? 

If the first act was sin, and the second would not have been, then why would Jesus direct her away 

from this relationship by saying ñ...go, and sin no moreò?  If the second act were not equally evil in the 

eyes of God, then Jesus could have said, ñFrom now on go and stay with your new relationship that 

was founded by committing adultery.ò But isn't this the logic of those who tell those in adulterous 

remarriages to ñStay in this relationship, and try to make this one work,ò? 

 

The application should be clear now: If Jesus says that divorce and remarriage is adultery then why do 

we tell the woman in such a relationship to stay in it when Jesus tells the woman caught in adultery 

ñ...go, and sin no more?ò 

 

This is the crux of this whole issue, and also of this very work you are reading. This is were the rubber 

meets the road. This is where you reveal to those watching you grapple with this issue, how much you 

are willing to believe these unpopular Scriptures, and put them into practice. 

 

i. God Positively Judges Adulterers 

The BIBLE does not say that God forgets that the sin of adultery is adultery, but that He judges the 

adulterer:  

Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will 

judge. (Heb_13:4 EMTV) 

 

Remarriage (while the first spouse is alive) is not honorable because Jesus calls it adultery, (Mat_5:32; 

Mat_19:9; Mar_10:11-12; Luk_16:18é Also see ñThe Law of Marriage and divorce,ò below). 

 

ii. The Law of Non-contradiction 

    It is amazing to me the number of church people, and especially pastors, who defend inconsistent 

assumptions about adulterous marriages. Many seem to think that after a remarriage (which God says is 

adulterous) that God will some how forget that He had declared it adulterous, and would then proceed 

to contradict Himself and decide that the second marriage, was in fact, valid and should be 

maintained, honored, and kept as binding. 

    It is one thing if we will be inconsistent and double-minded, but will we also presume it upon God to 

be so? No! If Jesus said that it is adultery He meant what He said and does not change His mind! 

Remember that it says, ñéI am the LORD, I change noté (Mal_3:6 KJV),ò and also ñGod is not a man 
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that He should lie, neither the son of man that He should repent. Has He said, and shall He not do it? 

Or has He spoken, and shall He not make it good, (Num_23:19 MKJV)?ò  

    If Jesus said that it was adultery when a couple remarried, then He will not change His mind later 

after they have been married, or have had children, and then say ñOK. Now that your already married 

its no longer sin.ò  

    How would you react if I, claiming to be an ambassador for Christ, went and slept with someone that 

I was not married to every night? If you have any sense of righteousness, you would be appalled! But 

what if I argued, ñIt was only fornication the first time, or first couple of times we were together, but 

now itôs ok in Godôs sight. God wouldnôt want me to break up my commitment with this prostitute. She 

says that sheôs now pregnant!ò I hope this argument sounds ridiculous to you, but this is the very thing 

that we do when we say that adulterous marriages somehow completely metamorphosize from adultery 

in to valid moral marriages.  

    I donôt care how many times or with what intensity you ñget savedò or claim to ñrepent,ò that 

prostitute on the street that you slept with will not suddenly become your wife, and neither will an 

adulterous remarriage! 

    This teaching is hard for us to see and accept. We ask ourselves, ñDoes a second marriage really 

remain adultery? What if they are sorry that they initiated it, but feel obliged to continue with their 

marriage because of their commitments?ò We wish to classify the second marriage as though it fit into 

a different  category than if I went out every night and committed fornication, because there is nothing 

solid in our minds to hold that relationship to the label of ñadultery.ò There are many BIBLE verses 

that contradict this type of idea, including the next few points in particular. 

 

There is a saying that plays on words that says, 

 

ñJesus will never forgive your sins! But He will forgive you from your sins.ò 

 

A clearer way of saying this might be to say that Jesus does not declare our sins clean but makes us 

clean by separating us from them. He never saves our sins, but He saves us from our sins. And this is 

exactly what the Scripture says:  

Mat_1:21 KJB  And she shall bring forth a son, and you shalt call his name JESUS: because he will save 

his people from  their sins. 

 

And this is the case when it comes to divorce and remarriage. Jesus will never forgive our adultery, but 

He will forgive us from our adultery by separating us from it.  Jesus will never call our unclean sin of 

adultery ñclean,ò but he will name us ñclean,ò if we will repent and turn away from it. 

 

iii. The Fruit and the branches 

Let us believe that the principal shown in this Scripture is True:  

ñFor if the firstfruit be holy, the lump [the rest of the fruit] is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are 

the branches, (Rom_11:16 KJV).ò 

 

And so also the reverse of this is even Truer: If the root is unholy, so are the branches. If a marriage is 

in fact, adultery, then ñso are the branchesò that come from that marriage. The root in this case is an 

adulterous remarriage, and the ñbranchesò are all that come from that relationship. All of it is Holy or 

defiled based on the ñrootò of the remarriage. 

    The root that is adulterous will by no means become a valid moral marriage, and we have already 

read that, ñéa good tree does not bring forth corrupt fruit, neither does a corrupt tree bring forth good 
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fruit, (Luk_6:43 MKJV).ò Yes, just as a holy root makes holy branches, even more so, unholy roots make 

unholy branches that are defiled:  

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 If one bear 

holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or 

oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 13 Then said Haggai, 

If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests 

answered and said, It shall be unclean. 14 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, 

and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that 

which they offer there is unclean. (Hag_2:11-14 KJV) 

 

Remember that it also says, 

 

ñA little leaven leavens the whole lumpò (1Co_5:6/ Gal_5:9. Also see Mat_16:6-12) 

 

What does all of this mean? It means that things are more readily made unholy than they are made 

holy. One defiling thing infectiously spreads defilement more than one holy thing induces holiness. 

God has declared the root of a second marriage after divorce to be adultery: ñéhe who marries her 

when she is divorced commits adultery, (Mat_19:9 WEB).ò Please be honest and agree with the 

Scriptures that teach that the ñbranchesò of that relationship in the future will also be adulterously 

defiled. 

 

ii. God is the One Who Defines and Judges the Sin of ñAdulteryò 

We have seen in Malachi that the Lord is the witness of the marriage covenant, but we should also 

realize that He has said that He is also the witness against all who commit adultery! 

 

éthey have committed evil in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbors' wives, and 

have spoken lying words in My name, which I have not commanded them; for I am He who 

knows and a witness, says Jehovah, (Jer_29:23 MKJV). 

 

I hear people over and over claiming that they have repented of the adultery of remarriage, thinking 

that the devil can no longer bring that up against them. The problem is that they have God as their 

witness testifying against them that they are adulterers!  

People who are claiming to be forgiven of adultery but remain in second marriages are as those in 

Jeremiah 29: ñThey haveé committed adulteryé and have spoken lying words in My name, which I 

have not commanded themé (Jer_29:23)ò The LORD  never said that He would forgive anyone 

who continues in sin, no matter what religious ceremonies that they may observe. But contrary to this, 

todayôs pastors give promises of forgiveness from God irrespective to Biblical repentance, to which 

God says, ñI have not commanded them this.ò  

 

iii.  The Seriousness Of Adultery 

Jesus showed the seriousness of mental adultery in this way in Mat 5:  

27 You have heard that it was said to those of old, ñYou shall not commit adultery.ò 28 But I say to 

you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you 

that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell

G1067
 [Grk. 

Geenna]. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 
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profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into 

hell

G1067
. (Mat_5:27-30) 

 

If this is the case with mental adultery wouldnôt you consider the physical act of at least as much 

importance? Indeed, mental adultery gains its importance here from the previously established 

prohibition of the physical act! And yes, no one can properly commit the physical act without adding it 

as a sin on top of a previous mental act. And if it be so that physically committing adultery is so 

important that it sends people to Hell, (as this verse reaffirms) unless they cut off that which causes 

them to be adulterersé if it be this important, then why do we think that we can avoid Hell fire and get 

away with ñjust saying a little prayerò of SO-CALLED repentance with out actually cutting off the sin 

and its cause? Truly such ñlogicò is of the devil because he wants us to burn with him on the last day! 

Remember, Adultery , just like fornication , homosexuality, lying, stealing, getting drunk  and the 

like, is specifically listed to condemn one to Hell without repentance, (1Co_6:9-11; Gal_5:18-21; 

Eph_5:3-7; 1Ti_1:9-10; Rev_21:8). 

 

1Co_6:9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived. Neither fornicatorsé nor adulterersé [etc. etc.] éwill inherit the kingdom of God. 11 

And such were some of you!é (EMTV). 

 

The descriptive word ñwere,ò means that they were not still these things when Paul wrote this letter to 

them. It notes that the specific list of lifestyle-sins was indicative of the past and no longer intersected 

their lives. It means that they had repented of such things and did not live in them any longer. If one of 

them committed fornication every weekend with a prostitute, then such a one had stopped doing this to 

live for Jesus. And if one was remarried after being divorced, he stopped his adulterous relationship, to 

establish a good relationship with God. Otherwise they would continue being fornicators and 

adulterers, according to Scripture, as long as his first spouse lived, (Rom_7:2-3).  

 

I hope that you can plainly see that in 1Co_6:9-11 (above) that the BIBLE is equating Fornication with 

Adultery relative to the punishment of Hell that they both bring! It is note-worthy that this warning 

came right after Paul told them not to associate with anyone who continued in sin, as he was 

specifically addressing an immoral ñmarriage,ò (1Co_5:1-7, 1Co_5:9-13 ï 1Co_6:1-10). 

 

iv. Godôs Declarations About Adultery Outrank Our Perception of Morality  

At first, the title of this point may seem to overstate the obvious, but sadly, so often when I try to talk 

to churched people about what the BIBLE says is sin in their life, so many happily write it off by 

saying, ñIôm not convicted about that.ò People who ignore the BIBLE and make such foolish 

statements act as if their convictions define morality, and they give them a higher rank in their heart 

than what God says. And so it is when it comes to this issue. But it says on the contrary: ñFor I know 

nothing against myself. Yet I am not justified by this, but he who judges me is the Lord, (1Co_4:4 

WEB).ò So the first point is that it does not matter what you ñfeel convictedò about, but what is actually 

True From Scripture. 

Many complain and often say how a new marriage has born children and it would be like trying to 

ñunscramble eggsò to tell them to separate because ñthe damage is already been done.ò This human 

reasoning would seem naturally appealing to our ñmoralò appetite, being based out of human 

sympathy, but if we care to know what the Truth is, then we must strongly establish in our hearts that it 

does not matter what we feel or think is right. ñThere is a way which seems to be right with men, but 
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the ends of it reach to the depths of hell,ò (Pro_14:12 Brenton). So the next point is that it doesnôt matter 

what makes sense to us in our reasoning. 

    The only thing that matters is what the God says (Rom_3:4). Many times doing what the BIBLE 

says to do, does not match up with what our perverted human morals say is right. 

Yes indeed, they try to persuade with human sympathy, reason, or experience, because they are of this 

heart that the Scriptures speak of: ñBut these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what 

they know naturally , as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves, (Jud_1:10 KJV).ò And 

this they do because if they were spiritual, their morals would have to align with the (offensive) 

Scriptures instead of human reasoning driven by human appetites. 

When there were marriages with foreign women among the children of Israel during the time of Ezra 

and Nehemiah that were contrary to Godôs law, these marriages were forcibly broken up to be obedient 

to God, (Neh_13:23-27, Neh_13:30; Ezr_10:3, Ezr_10:5, Ezr_10:10-19, Ezr_10:44) And some of these 

marriages had begotten children! 

 

Now therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and such as 

are born of them, according to the counsel of my lord, and of those who tremble at the 

commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the lawé 16 The children of the 

captivity did soé 44 All these had taken foreign wives; and some of them had wives by 

whom they had children. (Ezr_10:3-44 WEB) 

 

So we can see that it is a Biblical value to divorce all unlawful marriages.  

Some have tried to use this against this teaching about divorce and remarriage by saying that this verse 

contrarily shows that God does sometimes approve of divorce, even from first wives. The reason that 

this could be a difficulty is because of the otherwise strong, unwavering commitment that God shows 

toward first wives as opposed to secondary ones. Godôs ñhatred of divorceò is directed only at 

first/legit. wives. So even in this light, why would God approve of massive divorces by the remnant of 

Israel, if this number at least included some first wives? This is almost too easy to see if we will have a 

reasonably solid grasp of Biblical values. 

 

God has always taught us to love Him more than familyé 

 

Deu_13:2-11 WEB 3 éYahweh your God proves you, to know whether you love Yahweh your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall walk after Yahweh your God, and fear him, and keep 

his commandments, and obey his voice, and you shall serve him, and cleave to him. é6 If your 

brother, the son of your mother, or your son, or your daughter, or the wife of your bosom, or your 

friend, who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which you 

have not known, you, nor your fathers; é 8 you shall not consent to him, nor listen to him; neither 

shall your eye pity him, neither shall you spare, neither shall you conceal him: 9 but you shall surely 

kill him; your hand shall be first on him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 

10 You shall stone him to death with stones, because he has sought to draw you away from Yahweh 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 11 All Israel shall 

hear, and fear, and shall not do any more such wickedness as this is in the midst of you. 

 

Luk_14:26-27 WEB "If anyone comes to me, and doesn't hate his own father, mother, wife, children, 

brothers, and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he can't be my disciple. 27 Whoever doesn't bear his 

own cross, and come after me, can't be my disciple.  
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Mat_10:37 WEB He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son 

or daughter more than me isn't worthy of me.  

 

Luk_18:29-30 WEB He said to them, "Most assuredly I tell you, there is no one who has left house, or 

wife, or brothers, or parents, or children, for the Kingdom of God's sake, 30 who will not receive many 

times more in this time, and in the world to come, eternal life." 

 

So family is to be loved, but never at the expense of God, including ñthe wife of your bosomò 

(Deu_13:6). 

 

So yes, God does hate marital separation, but He also shows us that sometimes wives will not follow a 

husband because he is going after Jesus, and such a wife will at times be ñlostò in one's pursuit of 

Godôs Kingdom. [In this case, the wife treacherously abandons her husband as Paul mentions 

(1Co_7:15) not that the husband seeks to lose her].  

 

So obviously, no matter how important marriage truly is, God is yet more important. 

 

But whether itôs loosing a wife, or some other thing that is hard to accept, the only way to go is to 

fearlessly embrace what God says despite your feelings, morals, reasonings and so on. 

 

We cannot honestly gauge what is right based on human sympathy as so many dishonest perverters of 

the Truth have done (Jud_1:10). Why would we venture to pretend that God would beget a standard of 

morality guided by such base levels of righteousness that it would be in agreement with a human mind? 

Does God operate on the same level as the thoughts of men?  

 

Isa_55:8-9 KJV For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 

than your thoughts. 

 

God obviously did not operate within such foolish conditions in the above Scripture (Ezr_10:3-44) as 

He had them put away wives and children! Perhaps you think that the following Scriptures are in 

accord with our human reasonings and morality:  

ñNow go and strike Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and don't spare them; but kill both 

man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and donkey, (1Sa_15:3 WEB;).ò 

ñHappy shall he be, Who takes and dashes your little ones against the rock, (Psa_137:9 WEB; Also 

see: Deu_2:34; Deu_7:2, Deu_7:16; Deu_20:16-17; Jos_6:21; Jos_10:28, Jos_10:39; Jos_11:14).ò 

 

Do you squirm when you read these Scriptures? If it helps, they are not comfortable for me either!  

In fact, it is apparent that these verses are designed to be disconcerting in view of the profoundness of 

Godôs wrath against the injustice of certain nations. Most all people would even deny that any such 

thing existed in the Bible, and this is why I have quoted and cited numerous verses of this nature 

above. If you are unfamiliar with this concept, I urge you to look up those verses for yourself that I 

have referenced. 

These verses are important to come to grips with, because God defiantly makes a point with them by 

contrasting our assumptions about morality and justice with His own in a most shocking way. If we 

then squirm, it is because of our morals which are contrary to Godôs Word that He commanded.  

If we assume that our morals are right before we test them by the Scriptures then we are certain to fall 

out of our utter foolishness for doing so. There is NO certainty whatsoever that our morals will be right 
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apart from the WORD of God. Arenôt His thoughts and ways higher than ours, (Isa_55:8-9; Rom_11:33-

38)? So let us no longer foolishly and blindly settle matters of Truth and doctrine in our heart out of 

human reasonings and sympathies. If we continue with these morally debased methods, then we are 

actively inviting the devil to come and beguiled us by our inherent sinful lusts to establish our own 

morality. 

We must stop restricting and defining our doctrine about the BIBLE based on human sympathy, and 

then we will have eyes to see unencumbered by fleshly agendas and ideas about what is right. If you 

are unwilling to adjust your perceptions about truth and morality by submitting to the Bible over your 

own feelings, then you ought to consider returning to ñPre-Kò Christianity where you consider the 

terms of discipleship and count the cost of following Jesus in the first place: Luk_14:25-35 

 

v. John The Baptist; The First Martyr for Godôs Teaching Against Adultery 

We could continue here as we have already done, directly and plainly addressing the countless 

technical doctrinal aspects of this issue, showing many clear passages declaring remarriage after 

divorce to be an adulterous relationship condemned by God, and most church leaders would still deny 

this reality. But if you have any heart at all for Jesus, how could you deny the example of the heroic 

martyrdom of a man consumed with Jesus who gave up his life to preach against the sinful lifestyle of 

an adulterous remarriage? And how could you ignore the amazing attestation given to this same man 

and His sacrificial stance by Jesus Himself? How could you stop up your ears and ignore the example 

of the greatest man born of women, other than Jesus, named John the Baptist, and believe anything 

other than a total, hard-core stance against the adultery of remarriage after divorce (Mat_11:11-15)? 

 

é17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for 

Herodiasô sake, his brother  Philip's wife: for  he had married her. 18 For John had said unto 

Herod, ñIt is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.ò (Mar_6:17-18 KJV) 

 

And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison, (Mat_14:10 KJV) 

 

ñBut I say to you, that Elijah has already come, and they did not know him, but have done to 

him what they desired. In the same way shall the Son of man also suffer by them.ò 13 Then the 

disciples understood that he spoke to them about John the Baptist. (Mat_17:12-13 KJB) 

 

Johnôs resulting death is recorded in: Mat_14:1-13; Mat_17:12-13; Mar_6:14-32; Mar_9:12-13; Luk_9:7-

10; (Also see Mat_21:35-36; Mat_22:6) 

 

Here the BIBLE demonstrates that despite the legal remarriage of Herodias, in Godôs eyes, she was still 

married to Philip! Some have suggested that Johnôs preaching against the remarriage was because of an 

Old Testament command (See Lev_20:21). We cannot say this honestly, first, because when John 

preached, he preached the Kingdom of God (Luk_16:16), leaving us unable to dismiss his actions by 

relegating them to an outdated Old Testament command. Secondly, Jesusô attestation about Johnôs 

actions did not minimize them as though they were defending the Mosaic Law, but counter-wise please 

notice that Jesus linked Johnôs actions to the doctrine of the new covenant concerning divorce and 

remarriage:  

And he said unto them, ñYou are they, which justify yourselves before men; but God knows 

your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 

16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, 

and every man presses into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of 

the law to fail. 18 Whosoever divorces his wife, and marries another, commits adultery: and 
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whosoever marries her that is put away from her husband commits adultery.ò (Luk_16:15-18 

KJB) 

 

And this linking of John to the New Testament teaching of divorce and remarriage is consistent with 

what was prophesied in Malachi (Mal_2:11, Mal_2:13-17 - Mal_3:1-3. What is inconsistent, is to say 

that though John is harping on a previously establish OT law, when he is repeatedly linked to bringing 

in the first, fresh, words of New Covenant teaching. 

 

vi. Adventure 

Will we sit back and play church as usual, or will we take the heroic call of Johnôs life and give our 

lives away for the Truth of the Gospel, as He did, and go out with a flame? 

 

ñéJohn, bore witness unto the truthé 35 He was a burning and a shining lighté (Joh_5:33, Joh_5:35 

KJB).ò 

 

And do we often wonder why our lives are so boring and uneventful? I'm pleading with you: Embrace 

the revolution! 

    What kind of a Legacy, and inscription on your tomb-stone, and what kind of Eulogy do you want to 

leave when you die? What kind of a message do you want to proclaim when you pass out of this life? 

The amazing thing is, is that Jesus linked such an amazing life with a man named John who stood up 

for the Biblical teaching on divorce and remarriage, even unto death! 

 

E. The Continual tense of ñMoichaoò (Translated As "Adultery") 
For what itôs worth, I'm going to bring up a technicality of the Greek language that points to the 

continual qualities of adultery in remarriage after divorce.  This may be a hard concept at first to the 

reader, especially if you have never taken any other language classes other than English. But I'll try to 

help make this as clear as I can. 

 

ñEveryone who divorces his wife, and marries another, [continuously] commits adultery

G3429
 

[ǣǦǠǭǜǫǜǠ]. He who marries one who is divorced from a husband [continuously] commits 

adultery

G3429
 [ǣǦǠǭǜǫǜǠ]. (Luk_16:18 WEB; and similarly so in Mat_5:32; Mat_19:9; Mar_10:11-12)ò 

 

In Greek, the continual tense does not always denote continual action, but this is the primary sense of 

the tense, and this is the way that the present tense is applied repeatedly in these Scriptures. 

 

A Basic Linguistic Understandings of Non-English Languages 

    The best way that I know to explain the continual tense of the Greek is by comparing it to what 

linguistics calls ñThe Imperfect Tense.ò  The Imperfect, is the continual habitual action of the past.  We 

express this by saying, ñI used to go to the store every Friday.ò Do you see the ñcontinual actionò in 

this phraseology? In many other languages, including Greek, they express this type of thing with 

reforming the ñaction wordò (similar to ñconjugatingò). So instead of saying ñI used to go...ò many 

languages say ñGoò in a different form that communicates many things that we have no way of 

expressing in one word.  

 

One word can express many things such as: 
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 When the action is, or was, or will be done 

 What kind  of action it is (such as ñdurative,ò ongoing action, or ñpunctiliar,ò a one-time event) 

 Who is doing the action 

 Who it is being done to, and  

 How real the action is (theoretical, wished, or stated as fact, etc.) 

 

The Present Tense in the ñRemarriageò Passages 

    Now keep in mind that we said that the Imperfect, is the continual habitual action of the past. The 

present tense is called ñthe Imperfect of present time.ò It implies repeated habitual continual action in 

present time. This is sort of like saying, ñI always go to the store every Friday.ò - Do you see the 

ñcontinual actionò in this phraseology?  Now consider all of this in mind when reading Luke 16:18: 

ñEveryone who divorces his wife, and marries another, [continuously] commits adultery

G3429
 

[ǣǦǠǭǜǫǜǠ]. He who marries one who is divorced from a husband [continuously] commits 

adultery

G3429
 [ǣǦǠǭǜǫǜǠ].  

(Luk_16:18 WEB) 

 

Many will protest me bringing up this aspect by claiming that the present tense does not imply 

continuous action in this case, but these same technicalities are in all of the divorce passages so 

numerous that I have not included them here and now.  And furthermore, this is only the ñtechnicalò 

side of the explanation. The very practical side of this is what is clearly seen even in English, by the 

way these Scriptures apply the present tense. One of the most direct examples is in Rom_7:1-4:  

Rom_7:2-3 For the woman which has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he 

lives; but if the husband dies, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So if then, while her 

husband lives, she is married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 

husband is dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another 

man, (KJB). 

 

Do you see that Romans seven clearly says ñ...she shall be called an adulteress...ò?  This is not stating 

a one-time action of the past, but it is describing a ñdurativeò sin that is clearly continuous. These 

technical implications of Greek are strongly reinforced by the clear and plain context of Scripture, and 

are even reflected in English! 

 

F. The Fraudulent Argument over the Unforgivable Sin 
 

For a long time, an unreasonable myth has been widely propagated that says that people who stand up for this teaching are 

saying that divorce and or remarriage is an ñunforgivable sin.ò But especially because of so much confusion over this, I 

hope to be as loud and clear as possible about this point:  
The myth that, "Some people think that divorce and or remarriage is an unforgivable sin" is a fraud!   

 

No one is actually arguing this at all.  Practically every aspect of the supposed ñUnforgivable Sinò in this teaching is a moot 

point, (a non-issue) because EVERYONE in church knows that both divorce and adultery can be forgiven!  

 

When it comes to this teaching, the issue is not:  Whether or not divorce and or adultery can be Forgiven 

But the only real issue is:  Whether or not remarriage is (continuous) adultery 
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From that point the Bible is extremely clear,  

 

ñ Now the works of the flesh are clear, which are adultery... 20  ...of which I told you before, as I have 

also told you in time past, that they which do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God, 

(Gal_5:19-21 KJB)ò 

 

    Some even go so far as to make us who stand for the Biblical teaching seem to be focusing on ñDivorce,ò (rather than 

addressing remarriage) and hype up the obvious fact that a divorce is a one time act in the past that God is willing to 

forgive.  This is only a senseless distraction because NO ONE is arguing that a one-time act of divorce in one's past is a 

continual sin, but the only issue being discussed is whether or not a continued ñremarriageò is continual adultery. 

    So why do people bring up ñThe Unforgivable Sinò argument and or focus on the one-time act of divorce instead of the 

continual state of remarriage, if NO ONE is actually arguing these things in the first place?  It is only out of deception and 

ignorance that these things are continuously brought up, to raise the defenses of the weak-minded against believing that 

"Remarriage is Adultery".  It is only ñsmoke and mirrorsò as a decoy and distraction to beguile simple minds away from 

the real issue, lest they consider it and choose to believe what is right. 

    If we will have understanding, these things are a lot like the ñclass clownò who raises his hand only to interject a 

distracting comment to get the class off task and away from learning, to relieve himself with some foolishness.  The main 

difference here is that the stakes are much higher if we are deceptively distracted away from the essence of learning this 

teaching! 

 

G. You Canôt Make Yourself Forgiven Apart From True Repentance 
 

Many have read this who are divorced and remarried and have denied the warnings of being cursed to 

Hell without true repentance, and do just like it says in Deuteronomy:  

and it happen, when he hears the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, 

saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart, [Refusing to 

repent and obey the BIBLE]é The Lord will not pardon him , but then the anger of The 
LORD and his jealousy will smoke against that man, and all the curse that is written in this 

book shall lie on him, and The Lord will blot out his name from under the sky. The LORD 
will set him apart to evilé (Deu_29:19-21 WEB) 
 

Let us see to it that we do not óbless ourselvesô and refuse to repent and be like the one described in these 

verses. We donôt make up the rules here, God does. If you continue in an adulterous second marriage then 

you canôt óbless yourselfô and suddenly make that relationship OK. You have to Truly repent like He 

repeatedly says for us to do when we are found to be living in sin. 

 

4. Return To The First  

After Truly repenting of (and away from) an adulterous remarriage, should one return to the 
first spouse seeking reconciliation? 
 

To be honest and transparent for a moment, I realize that this is a difficult and weighty aspect of this 

teaching. There are things that can be intimidating about it. In fact, at first I did not even want to 

address or include this in my teaching because of how high the stakes are if I were wrong (see 

Deu_24:4). After all, my main goal has been to stop the adultery of remarriage so that people will not 

go to hell because of it. But after receiving too much pounding Biblical support for this point, I felt 

compelled to make known what the Bible emphatically says about returning to the first spouse after 

repenting of remarriage. It then turned out that after I embraced it, I found that this one aspect also 

reflects a big issue of salvation and transmits great understanding of truth into this entire issue.  

The Bibleôs call to ñReturn!ò after a remarriage profoundly seals the fact of the permanency of the first 

marriage, and displays in no uncertain terms that God hates divorce and condemns remarriage.  
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The question as to whether or not someone should remain in a remarriage virtually goes without saying 

if you find that God is defending and calling you back to the first marriage. It shows that God will 

defend the first marriage unto death, and even after overthrowing the second marriage through 

conviction and repentance in us, He will call us to His pure and beautiful calling of reconciliation in 

Christ (2Co_5:18-20), which in this case especially, was impossible under the Law of Moses. 

 

A. Deuteronomy 24 (The Mosaic Law of Divorce And Remarriage) 
Deu_24:1-4 When a man takes a wife, and marries her, then it shall be, if she doesnôt find favor in his 

eyes, because he has found some unseemly thing in her, and he writes her a divorce certificate, and 

give it in her hand, and send her out of his house, 2 When she is departed out of his house, she may go 

and be another man's wife. 3 If the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorce, and give it in 

her hand, and send her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, who took her to be his wife; 4 her 

former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; 

for that is abomination before the LORD: and you shall not cause the land to sin, which the LORD 

your God gives you for an inheritance, (WEB-based). 

 

i. Things to note: The entire essence of the Mosaic divorce and remarriage Law is contained in 4 

verses: Deuteronomy 24:1-4. 

ii.  We should note that all subsequent Biblical references to the Mosaic Law of Divorce and 

remarriage hinge on these 4 verses. 

iii.  Most readers (at first) tend to understand that the LORD Himself directly and personally gave 

these commands as an expression of His ideals of justice, but (as seen below in B and C) God 

twice specifically ascribes these four verses to a concession given through Moses. 

 

B. The Divine and the Mosaic Natures of the Law of Moses 
 

i. Godôs Special Friend Moses 

Moses was Godôs special friend (see Num_12:1-16, especially verses 6-9, and Exo_33:11). From the 

beginning of Godôs ñburning-bushò relationship with Moses, God repeatedly made Himself 

ñvulnerableò to the petitions and persuasions of Moses. If you question my wording, then please, just 

read these passages I am referring to:  

Compare: Gen_32:29 and Jdg_13:17-18 with Exo_3:13-14; and also see: Exo_4:1-3, Exo_4:10-15; 

Exo_32:9-14; Exo_33:1-3; Exo_33:11-23; Num_11:11-17; Num_12:6-9; Num_16:20-24, Num_16:28-33, 

Num_16:44-46; Deu_9:13-14, Deu_9:18-20 

 

Exo_33:1-3 KJB And the LORD said to Moses 2 ñéI will send an angel before youé I will not go up 

in the midst of you; for you are a stiff-necked people: lest I consume you in the way.ò 

Exo_33:12-15 KJB And Moses said to the LORDé 13 ñNow therefore I beg You, if I have found grace 

in Your sighté consider that this nation is Your people.ò 14 And He said, ñMy presence shall go with 

you, and I will give you rest.ò 15 And he said to him, ñIf your presence does not go with me, donôt 

carry us up from here.ò 

 

So we see that God made special addendums, exceptions and even reversals to His own decrees for Mosesô 

sake. These are extreme statements, but I can't honestly avoid them because they are right there in the Bible.  

By reading these things, you would have to admit that this divine, exceptive behavior specifically applied to 

Moses. 

 

ii. ñOf Mosesò 
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Parts of the Law are specifically ascribed to the Lord, (such as Exo_20:1 etc., Exo_40:1 etc., Lev_1:1 etc., 

Num_1:1 etc., Deu_1:3; Deu_2:1, and many, many other places).  These are straightforward orations that 

God declared to Moses to write down.  But out of Godôs creative and sovereign genius, He also loves to 

ordain and use people.  This is where we get the majority of the New Testament epistles from, and this is 

also where we get certain parts of the Law of Moses from.  

    Because of Godôs ñexceptiveò behavior toward Moses, not only were certain parts of the Law 

expounded as Divine instruction for the children of Israel (as done with the epistles of the New 

Testament), but quiet often there are very basic and fundamental aspects of the entire Old Covenant 

that God issued for Israel simply through what Moses wrote down, just like Jesus Himself laid down 

the New Testament. This makes The Old Covenant a very actively ñMosaicò covenant, especially when 

God was not giving straightforward orations. 

In other words, Moses did not simply write epistles like the Apostles did to complete the teaching that 

was necessary for their covenant, but rather, Mosesô writings founded the very basis of the Old 

Covenant like Jesusô Words did for the New. 

 

Moses was directly or indirectly responsible for many of the commands given in the Law, having 

functioned as the executive partner with God Himself over the Nation of Israel. Even by ascribing the 

title ñThe Law of Mosesò to the Old Testament Law, the Bible directly attributes a strong mosaic 

overtone, by calling it ñof Moses.ò This is almost just as we might name a book by its author, except 

Godôs name (as a ñco-authorò) is well known and understood in this case.  

 

iii. One Like Moses 

In addition to these implications, the New Testament clearly and repeatedly associates the Law of 

Moses, with Moses in a number of other ways: ñFor the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 

came by Jesus Christ, (Joh_1:17 KJV).ò [We will see more of these verses in a moment]. 

Do you see the contrast between the Old Covenant (through Moses) and the New Covenant (through 

Jesus)? Both served as co-executor for one of the two covenants given by God (the Father), for specific 

time periods, with different purposes, and both partnered with God Himself in unparalleled cooperative 

efforts. And why not? The Bible explains this by describing Jesus as one like Moses:  

 

Prophet 
A Prophet Like Moses: Deu_18:15, Deu_18:18-19; Act_3:22-23; Act_7:37 

 

Priest 
Priest must be a Levite: 2Ch_11:14; 2Ch_13:9; 1Ki_12:30-31; Heb_7:5  

Moses was a Levite: Exo_4:14  

Moses associated with priests: Deu_27:9;  

But Jesus was Priest according to Melchizedek: Psa_110:4; Heb_5:1-11; Heb_6:20; Heb_7:1-28; Heb_8:1-6  

Priest alone offers sacrifice (and Incense):  

Exo_30:8; Num_16:40; 1Sa_2:28; 1Ch_6:49; 1Ch_23:13; 2Ch_26:16-18; Luk_1:9;  

Moses offered: Exo_40:18, Exo_40:25, Exo_40:27, Exo_40:31-32;  

Jesus offered: Heb_8:1-6; Heb_9:11-15; (also see Rom_12:1; Php_2:17; 2Ti_4:6);  

Moses built tabernacle: Exo_35:5 ï Exo_40:38 (compare Heb_8:2) 

Jesus builds Temple: Zec_6:11-14; (compare 2Sa_7:12-13; 1Ch_17:12-13; 1Ch_22:10; 1Ch_28:10; and 

note the reapplication with Jesus in this double prophecy); Mat_16:18; Eph_2:20-22; Heb_3:3, Heb_3:4; 

1Pe_2:4-5; (and compare 1Co_3:9) 

 

King  
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'Kingly Moses': Deu_33:4-5;  

Jesus as King: Mat_27:11; Joh_18:37  

King/Priest prophecy: Zec_6:11-14 

 

Also see: Heb_3:1-6 

 

So, just as Jesus is called ñThe Second Adamò in His redemptive work for mankind (Rom_5:14; 

1Co_15:21-22, 1Co_15:44-49), so also He is described as ñThe Second Mosesò (Deu_18:15; Act_3:22-26; 

Act_7:37; if you will) in His executive work for establishing the New Covenant, while Moses was the first 

of this type for establishing the Old Covenant. But as we discuss Deuteronomy 24, let us keep in mind that 

we are largely dealing with a special covenant executor name Moses, whoôs executive actions were only 

paralleled and surpassed by Jesus Himself. 

 

iv. Applying Deuteronomy 24 

The reason that all of these details are important in light of Deuteronomy 24 is because, just as certain 

commands are now specifically associated with Jesus, (or even Paul 1Co_7:10, 1Co_7:12) so also were 

many commands specifically associated with Moses, including Deuteronomy 24:1-4. But it is not as 

though just because Moses wrote the Mosaic divorce Laws, that they are sinful, unspiritual, or unscriptural. 

So many have misunderstood, mis-taught, or even misapplied such teachings as though there were 

something bad or sub-divine about the teaching in Deuteronomy 24. But in seeking to firmly establish a 

fresh, and new, New Testament truth, we ought to all the more zealously affirm that the update given to us 

for this covenant in no way degrades the Holy and Divine Law of Moses, as though we were to say that the 

Law were sin: 

 ñWhat shall we say then? Is the law sin? Let it not be said! But I did not know sin except through the 

law. For also I did not know lust except the law said, You shall not lust, (Rom_7:7 MKJV).ò 

 

The entire Law of Moses is as much Scripture as any other portion found in the Bible, because we must 

firmly assert and proclaim: 

 

ñAll  scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness, (2Ti_3:16 KJV).ò 

 

No, we will not say that the Law is sin, or that it is uninspired because it was done through Moses, but it is 

rather that God ñfound faultò with them, judging them inapplicable to a covenant that necessarily saves 

people from Hell:  

 

For if that first covenant had been without fault, then no place would have been sought for the 

second. 8 For finding fault with them, He said to them, "Beholdé a new covenant shall be, 9 

not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day I took hold of their hand 

to lead them out of the land of Egypt,"é 10 "For this is the covenant that I will makeé I will 

put My Laws into their mind and write them in their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 

shall be My peopleé 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 

iniquities I will remember no more." 13 In that He says, A new covenant, He has made the first 

one old. Now that which decays and becomes old is ready to vanish away. 

(Heb_8:7-13 MKJV) 

 

Contrarily, the Law of Moses was rather designed for hell-bound, hard-hearted,* unsaved people:  
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But we know that the law is good if a man uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this, that the law is not 

made for a righteous one, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, 

for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 

for fornicators, for homosexuals, for slave-traders, for liars, for perjurers, and anything else that 

is contrary to sound doctrine. 

(1Ti_1:8-10 MKJV) 

 

[*For ñhard-heartedò recall Mat_19:8; and Mar_10:5] 

 

But for all those who hope to be justified by faith in Jesus, God has ñfound faultò with such laws. And God 

does so with the words of Deuteronomy 24, not attributing them to the cry and everlasting desire of His 

own heart, nor even to His ultimate plan for humanity, but by distancing Himself from them twice and 

attributing them to Moses (Jer_3:1; Mat_19:7-8). But God even does this in defense of Mosesô righteous 

character. Jesus corrected that which was lacking in what the Pharisees held concerning these things:  

ñ3 The Pharisees came to him, tempting him, and sayingé 7 éñWhy then did Moses command for us 

to give a divorce certificate, and to put her away?ò 8 He answered them, ñMoses because of the 

hardness of your hearts suffered you to divorce your wives: but from the beginning it was not soé 

(Mat_19:7-8 KJB).ò 

 

The Pharisees had taken the mention of a divorce certificate, as though it were a ñcommandò condoning 

divorce! But in the same way God (through Moses) ñsufferedò many other awful injustices by the Law, 

which Godôs soul absolutely hated! Take for example the case that has been brought up by others:  

When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD your God has delivered them into your 

hands, and you have taken them captive, 11 And see among the captives a beautiful woman, and have a 

desire for her, that you want have her for your wifeé 13 éshe shall ébewail her father and her 

mother a full month: and after that you shall go in unto her, and be her husband, and she shall be your 

wife. 14 And it shall be, if you do not delight in her, then you shall let her go wherever she wishes; but 

you shalt not sell her at all for money, you shall not make merchandise of her, because you have 

humbled her. (Deu_21:10-14 KJB) 

 

Now hopefully it is already clear that God obviously does not like the idea of ñhumblingò a helpless woman 

by (more or less forcefully) making her your wife, and then after using her for selfish pleasure rejecting her 

out of your house.  

    God knew that hard-hearted, uncaring, insensitive, chauvinistic men would certainly do so in such a 

society if given the chance. God did not approve of it, but only acknowledged its likelihood. Hence, God 

sets restrictions so that they will not do this, and worse, to a defenseless captive woman. 

 

We know that God hates the treachery that He ñsufferedò with:  

ñFor the LORD, the God of Israel, says that he hates divorce: for one covers violence with his garment, 

says the LORD of hosts: therefore watch over your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously, (Mal_2:16 

KJB).ò 

 

Do we see that God ñhatesò divorce even though He ñsufferedò it to be so (Deu_24:1-4)? Do we also see 

that He ñhatesò ñhumblingò a woman, even though He also ñsufferedò it to be so? But He does not suffer it 

to be so for those who now hope to be justified by a newer and greater covenant (Act_17:30 Ÿ Act_13:39; 

Heb_7:22; Heb_8:6; Heb_9:11). 

 

John Wesley correctly put it, 



Divorce and Remarriage Repentance Revolution - www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

51 

 

éThis is not a command as some of the Jews understood it, nor an allowance and 
approbation, but merely a permission of that practice for prevention of greater mischiefs, and 
this only until the time of reformation, till the coming of the Messiah when things were to 
return to their first institution and purest conditi on. (ñJohn Wesley's Explanatory Notes on the 

Whole Bibleò on Deuteronomy 24:1) 

 

If we will then desire to use and apply this Scripture in Deuteronomy 24 to today, will we do so ignorantly 

as most do? Shouldnôt we rather look deeply into the Scriptures and make a right Judgment? Let us do so 

righteously by using the Scripture in Rom_7:7 again, ñéIs the law sin? Let it not be said! But I did not 

know sin except through the law. For also I did not know lust except the law said, You shall not lust.ò 

And in this way, the Mosaic Divorce Laws let us know what sin is: It is as some have noted; that one 

cannot take up the guidelines of Deuteronomy 24:1-4, without also admitting that they are those hard-

hearted (unsaved) people that it was designed for. One cannot appropriate this law for the hard-hearted 

without also admitting oneôs own hard-heartedness. This says a lot for those (many) teachers who want to 

insistently uphold Mosesô divorce laws! ï ñThey are convicted by the Law as transgressorsò (Jas_2:9-12) as 

it says, and they are compelled to take up again the law of transgressors. 

 

C. Jesusô Amendment of Deuteronomy 24 (Specifically verses 1-2) 
 

It is important to note that the specific issue that Jesus dealt with in all of the divorce passages in the 

Gospels, was the Mosaic Law of Divorce and Remarriage (Deu_24:1-4). In Matthew Chapter five and 

nineteen Jesus specifically makes verses 1-2 of Deuteronomy 24 inapplicable for the New Covenant 

standard of marriage:  

Mat_5:31-32 It has been said, [referring to Deu_24:1-2] óWhoever puts away his wife, let him give her 

a divorce certificateô 32 But I say to you, That whoever divorces his wife, except for a report of 

fornication, causes her to commit adultery: and whoever marries her that is divorced commits adultery, 
(KJB). 

Mat 19: 8-9a He said to them, "Moses, [not ñGodò] because of the hardness of your hearts, allowed [or 

ñsufferedò] you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it has not been so, (WEB). 9 And I say to 

youé  

 

Jesus changed Mosesô marriage laws, saying that they came by Moses. Jesus made it clear that the 

expectations in Deuteronomy 24 would not represent the practice of the New Covenant, since they 

instead represented a concession for unsaved hardness of heart that His followers were forbidden to 

have.  Such a direct and clear reform of this law should be enough to convince us that returning to the 

first spouse is opened unto us, but there are still more Scriptures to show this. 

 

D. The Lordôs Amendment of Deuteronomy 24 (Specifically verses 2-4) 
 
We have seen an amazing amendment in Matthew five and nineteen, but interestingly enough this same pattern 

can be seen in Jeremiah chapter three directly addressing the last three verses of the Mosaic divorce concession:  
i. Jeremiah Three 

Jer_3:1-2, Jer_3:7, Jer_3:12, Jer_3:14, Jer_3:20, Jer_3:22 CAB  1  If a man put away his wife, and she depart 

from him, and become another man's, shall she return to him anymore? Shall not that woman be utterly defiled? 

[referring to Deu_24:2-4] But you have played the harlot with many shepherds, and have returned to Me, says 

the Lord.  2  Lift up your eyes and look straight ahead, and see where you have not been utterly defiled. You 

have sat for them by the wayside as a deserted crow, and have defiled the land with your fornications and your 

wickednessé 7  And I said after she had committed all these acts of fornication, Turn again to Me. Yet she 
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returned not... [Also see v. 8] 12  Go and read these words toward the north, and you shall say, Return to Me, O 

house of Israel, says the Lord; and I will not set My face against you: for I am merciful, says the Lord, and I will 

not be angry with you foreveré 14  Turn, you children that have revolted, says the Lord; for I will rule over 

you. And I will take you, one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you in to Zion [That is, 

Jerusalem]é  20  But as a wife acts treacherously against her husband, so has the house of Israel dealt 

treacherously against Me, says the Lordé 22  Turn, you children that are given to turning, and I will heal your 

bruises... 

 

ii. Return!  

At the end of this passage we find that Israel had departed from God. In verse 20, dealing ñTreacherouslyò is a 

term that means that she departed from Him as it is basically used in the following passages (in the Masoretic 

Text): Mal_2:11, Mal_2:14-16. Chronologically, the scene is set because ña wife left her husband,ò and in the 

end of verse one, God calls her idolatry ñfornicationò and equates this defilement as the same case of a wife 

remarrying a second husband in Deuteronomy. It is very important to notice here, that when God sees spiritual 

fornication (idolatry) He without hesitation immediately remembers the remarriage in Deuteronomy 24:  ñAnd if 

she should go away and be married to another man.ò (Deu_24:2 CAB). 

At the beginning of verse one in Jeremiah, this is very clearly a reference to Deu_24:2-4, the Mosaic law of 

divorce and remarriage. It is very clear from everything that follows that God does not intend for Israel, His bride, 

to do according to what was demanded by Deuteronomy 24 after a wife was remarried. Instead, though 

Deuteronomy 24 had said ñdonôt return,ò God now says repeatedly and emphatically, ñReturn!ò:  

This is a repeated and emphasized theme throughout the Bible, especially in Jeremiah:  

Jer_2:24; Jer_3:1, Jer_3:7, Jer_3:12-14, Jer_3:22; Jer_4:1; Jer_5:3; Jer_8:4-6; Jer_9:5 (LXX); (Jer_12:15); 

Jer_15:19; Jer_23:14; (Jer_23:22); Jer_24:7; (Jer_30:18); Jer_30:21 (LXX); Jer_31:18; Jer_31:21; 

 

Other examples in Scripture: Deu_4:29-31; Hos_2:7; Hos_3:5; Hos_5:4 (especially LXX); 

Hos_6:1; Hos_12:6 (especially LXX); Hos_14:1-4; Hos_14:7 (especially LXX); Joe_2:12; 

Isa_31:6; Isa_44:22; Isa_55:6-9; Eze_33:11;  Zec_1:3; Luk_15:16-24 

 

iii . Notice the Reform 

We see here that, even before Jesus preached on marriage, the Lord had already amended the latter part of Deu 

24, (specifically verses 2-4)! In light of these two amendments, it is clear that God repeatedly attributed the 

entire divorce text of Deuteronomy 24, as specifically coming through Moses for unsaved people who lives were 

already committed to sin, and not for those who follow Jesus! In both of the cases of change (Matt 5, 19 and Jer 

3) God employs the exact same methodology:  
 

1. He says it is Moses who gave the command and 

2. That He now declares otherwise!  

 

Jer 3: ñWill  she returné?ò (v. 1) [yet] ñéReturn to me!ò (v. 12) 

Mat 5: ñéit has been saidé But I say to youéò (v. 31-32) 

Mar 10: ñMosesé wrote you this commandéò (v. 4-5)/ Mat 19: ñBut I say to youéò (v. 9) 

 

iv. The ñThey Sayò in Hebrew 
The passage quoted above from Jeremiah is translated from the Greek Old Testament, (the ñGreek Septuagintò 

or ñLXXò). If we look at a Hebrew-based translation, it reads like this:  

Jer_3:1 KJV  They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he 

return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; 

yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 
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The words ñThey sayò are not in the Greek Old Testament (LXX) or the Syriac version, but they are in the 

current standard Hebrew text of the Old Testament, the ñMasoretic Text,ò and naturally the Latin Vulgate as 

well (since it is from 405 AD, and mostly follows the Hebrew).  In other words, out of the many ancient copies 

of the Old Testament that we have, some of the oldest ones do not have these words such as the Greek 

Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament). 

In the current Hebrew text, the Masoretic Text, this seems to be an additional enunciation of what was already 

originally there by usage and implication.  

Some have used the absence of these words in some texts to make unfounded assumptions about Jeremiah three 

in opposition to the things just discussed. But an honest rational consideration shows us no matter what copy of 

the Old Testament you use, this reference in the beginning of Jeremiah three is clearly referring to Deuteronomy 

24 which God contrasts with the actual cry of His own heart.  This contrast can clearly be seen no matter what 

ancient source text you use. With or without the words ñThey sayò God is still contrasting what He is saying 

with what ñtheyò (or what Moses) said (just as He does in Mat_5:31-32). We can see that there is still a contrast 

with the Deuteronomy quote, with or without the words ñThey say.ò 

 

v. A Repeated Heart Expression 

If God is indeed the same yesterday today and forever (Heb_13:8) then it is perfectly consistent of Him to 

repeatedly express His heart in this way, even if He temporarily allows sin until the time that all things are 

complete for the New Covenant.  As distinct from Godôs heart and desire, The Law was never designed for those 

going to Heaven.  Nevertheless, God continually shows us His heart in the Old Testament to give us a different 

fulfilled way that actually leads us to life in the midst of ñcarnal commandmentsò (Heb_7:16).  This causes those 

with faith under the Old Covenant to anticipate the greatness found in the New Covenant (see Gal_3:23-25).  

David's example continually expresses this to us as seen below. And why not? David is said to be a man 

according to Godôs own heart, (1Sa_16:3, 1Sa_16:7, 1Sa_16:13-14; 1Sa_13:14; Act_13:22). In this kind of 

expression from God through the prophet, God shows us that despite divorces, the first wife remains married to 

the first husband, even though this was not previously enforced by the carnal commandments of the Law of 

Moses that were adapted for the hard nature (as Irenaeus said around 180 AD) of the stubborn Israelites to which 

it was given.  

 

E. Mal 2:14ôs Amendment of the Mosaic Divorce Permission 
 

In Malachi we already saw God expressing His hearté 

éThe Lord  has been witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt 

treacherously, though she is your companion, and the wife of your covenant. (Mal_2:14 WEB/KJB) 

 

These husbands had remarried, (Mal_2:11) but God showed no regard for their remarriages. He 

repeatedly shows us His concern for the first wife and the first marriage covenant. God turns His eyes 

compassionately toward the divorced wife implying that she ought not to be separate from her husband 

though the husband had cast her off! God was indignant and unrelenting with the husband (Mal_2:13-14) 

though the husband was within the permission of Moses. This is a very different  idea than that which is 

tolerated by Mosesô permissiveness in Deu_24:1-4! In all of this, do you see that even Malachi had a hand 

through God in amending the Mosaic Divorce Permission?  

Though Moses permitted divorce and remarriage through their hardness, Malachi condemned it openly 

by God, showing that a greater righteousness was required from their heart than Moses had restricted 

upon their flesh.  They had somewhat conformed to the fleshly commands and restrictions of Moses, but 

they had altogether offended the righteous heart of God in their treatment of their helpless divorced 

wives. 

 

Malachi shows us that the righteousness which God requires is not fully met under the Law of Moses (as 

said in Rom_8:3-4). And because this is specifically in the context of marriage, he foretells prophetically, 



Divorce and Remarriage Repentance Revolution - www.DivorceAndRemarriageBook.com 

54 

and shows us clearly, that a higher level of obedience and Love, and even reconciliation, is called for in 

marriage when God Himself comes down to bring us His New Covenant.  

We know for sure from Malachi that Jesus would come and address marriage to fulfill Godôs heart on the 

matter. He shows us that it would not be permissive as the Law of Moses was. In Malachi, the fact that 

God cherishes the first wife and would not accept their prayers implies, and even foreshadows, a call to 

reconciliation (Mal_2:14-16; Mal_3:1-2, Mal_3:5). 

 

F. Davidôs Example: He Returned to the First 
In addition to the many examples mentioned above, we also have Davidôs example of 
returning to his first wife after she had been remarried: 2Sa_3:14-16 (quoted below). 
 
David did an intriguing thing and left us a profound example by breaking up his first wifeôs second 

marriage and returning her to himself contrary to what Moses had commanded in Deuteronomy chapter 

24 on the basis of defilement.  But this can almost certainly not be understood without first coming to 

terms with a much more profound and pervading principle throughout the Old and New Testaments 

relating to Christ, David, and the Law of Moses. 

 

i. David and Christ's Example About Sacrifice and Offering 

David repeatedly shows God's heart to be different from that of the Law through many of his life 

examples and through his writings in the Psalms. David even does this in his repentance from adultery 

and murder by saying:  

16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt 

offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heartðThese, O 

God, You will not despise. (Psa_51:16-17 NKJV) 

 

And Christ had this exact same attitude which is used as a key to understanding and defining the New 

Covenant:  

5 Therefore, when He [Christ] came into the world, He said: ñSacrifice and offering You did 

not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You 

had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, óBehold, I have comeð In the volume of the book it is written of 

Með To do Your will, O God.ô ò 8 Previously saying, ñSacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, 

and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in themò (which are offered 

according to the law), 9 then He said, ñBehold, I have come to do Your will, O God.ò He takes 

away the first that He may establish the second.  

(Heb_10:5-9 NKJV-Reformatted) 

 

So we see that both David and Christ had an attitude about sacrifice and offering that was different  and 

greater than the Mosaic Law concerning this practice! 

 

ii.  David and Christ's Example About The Sabbath 

Jesus used Davidôs ñlaw breaking,ò (eating the Templeôs ñshow breadò: 1Sa_21:3-6) as justification for 

His ñLaw breaking,ò (picking and eating heads of corn/wheat [ůŰɎɢɡɠ - stachus] on the Sabbath: 

Mat_12:1-8). Jesus said that the bread that David ate, ñéwas not lawful for him to eat, nor for those 

who were with him, but only for the priests,ò (Mat_12:4 MKJV), And He used this to justify picking food on 

the Sabbath. And again in another place it says that Jesus, ñéhad broken the Sabbathéò (Joh_5:18). 

 

Jesus used Davidôs example above the Law of Moses to show what was Truly  righteous! 
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So we see in these selected examples, how David and Jesus especially reflect God's heart, which is not 

found in the Mosaic Law, and is at times like this, seemingly contrary to it. There are many of these 

cases were David and Christ both reveal a hidden way of God that was not previously known by the 

Law. Compare these many references below: 

Exo_21:14, Exo_21:23-25; Lev_24:17-21; Num_35:30-34; Deu_19:10-13; Deu_22:22; Jdg_1:6-7; 

1Sa_15:33 with 2Sa_11:3-4, 2Sa_11:14-17, 2Sa_11:21c, 2Sa_11:24; 2Sa_12:13; Psa_51:14; Mat_5:38-39; 

Joh_8:3-4, Joh_8:10-11. 

Also see the pervading theme of relating Christ to David, (especially, ñthe Son of Davidò):  

Isa_9:7; Isa_11:1-4; Jer_23:5; Eze_34:23-24; Amo_9:11; Mat_1:1-17; Mat_9:27; Mat_12:22-23; 

Mat_15:22; Mat_20:30-31; Mat_21:9, Mat_21:15; Mat_22:42-46; Mar_10:47-48; Mar_12:35-37; Luk_1:69; 

Luk_18:37-39; Joh_7:41-42; Act_13:22-23 

 

This consistent David-Christ principal certainly extends to the issue of divorce and remarriageé 

 

iii.  David and The LORD'S Example About Divorce And Remarriage 

 

 Saul gave Michal to David as his first wife for ñ100 [actually 200] Philistine foreskins,ò (1Sa_18:20-

27). 

 David was separated from her, and she remarried another man named Phaltiel, having been given to 

him by her father, (1Sa_25:44). 

Later David came to power and called his first wife back to himself:  

And David sent messengers to Ishbosheth Saul's son, saying, Deliver me my wife Michal, which I 

espoused to me for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines. And Ishbosheth sent, and took her from 

her husband, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish. And her husband went with her along weeping 

behind her to Bahurim. Then said Abner unto him, Go, return [to your home]. And he returned, 

(2Sa_3:14-16 KJV). 

 

 David stayed married to her for the rest of her life, (2Sa_6:16-23). 

 In Jeremiah 3:1-22 (quoted previously) the LORD specifically applied the Mosaic divorce laws to a 

wife leaving her husband to be with others. This specifically parallels David and Michaelôs 

situation: David acted contrary to the prescription of the Law by returning to his first wife, just 

like God did with Israel!  

 Unlike the way David treated Michal, he would not return to his secondary wives (his ten 

concubines) after his son had sexually defiled them during Davidôs second flight from Israel, 

(2Sa_16:22; 2Sa_20:3). His first wife had gone further in her deviation and defilement from her 

fidelity to David than the ten, but David showed greater determination to return to the one who had 

been more defiled by being remarried, than he did with the ten, because Michal was his first wife.  

These two acts can be seen as one act of the righteousness that is expressly parallel to Godôs actions 

toward Israel spoken through Malachi as seen above in letter D. Godôs way is to give attention to the 

first wife at the total expense of any relationships to secondary wives, and this means returning to the 

previous spouses and forsaking the secondary. This is not to say that divorced and remarried people are 

worthless in Godôs sight, but that the remarriage is a worthless sinful thing in His sight because He did 

not witness it. Remember: ñDon't Confuse Sin With A Covenant,ò because a valid covenant is 

witnessed and sealed by God, and an invalid one, is called adultery by God. 

 

iv. Summary of i - iii  

We can see a consistent undeniable paralleling pattern between Christ and David on the issues of 

Sacrifice and Offering, The Sabbath, and other foreshadowings of New Covenant teaching and 
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principals. How can we suddenly, without warning, break this consistently reoccurring pattern in our 

minds when it comes to the issue of divorce and remarriage? How can we do this when Jesus 

consistently taught that Davidôs example should take priority  over the Law of Moses?  

No, we canôt logically break from this Davidic principal. The reason that we do this anyway is because 

we do not crave the Truth but a deviant interpretation of the BIBLE that suits our comfortable ungodly 

lifestyles and philosophies. We want an interpretation that does not require us to repent and change, so 

weôll change the Bible, yes, even Jesusô Words if we have to for the sake of our sin. 

 

G. ñThat The Land be Not Defiledéò 
 

One of the biggest stumbling blocks to many people (pastors and church goers alike) concerning 

returning to the first spouse, is the strong language of the Mosaic Law prohibiting this return. After 

all, it does say, 

 

Her former husband, [including a first husband] which sent her away, [who divorced her] may not take 

her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou 

shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. (Deu_24:4 KJV) 

 

A Reminder 

We have effectively seen that the Mosaic divorce and remarriage laws were totally undone, verse by 

verse, by the Law of Christ. Nevertheless, let us now also specifically focus on the end of verse 4 of 

Deuteronomy 24, which specifically prohibits returning to the first, and let us be reassured of itôs 

disqualification in New Testament theology from another profound Scriptural Truth. 

 

A Reminder Concerning Hardness from Being under the Law 

But before we go much further, please remember and consider that if we are still taken aback by this 

strong language despite all the Biblical examples given above, it is if nothing else, because we have 

ignored the clear message throughout the BIBLE that we are not to be under the Mosaic Law, (Ex 

Rom_6:14). Yes, if we do aspire to take up the Law, Paul says, ñChrist will profit you nothing!ò 

(Gal_5:2). If we are still trying to be under the Law of Moses, it cannot be apart from the hardness of 

heart that brought about the Law in the first place.  

Some people actually think that it is still permissible to make concessions for divorce due to hardness 

of heart, and that as though they were under the New Covenant. Let us be courageously clear: The 

BIBLE makes no small point that a life of ñhardness of Heartò has to do with one who is going to hell 

(Pro_28:14; Joh_12:40). Therefore, if we will rather be under the Law of Christ, (1Co_9:21; Gal_6:2) 

then we will not make concessions this way. 

 

To get a bigger picture of what the Bible is communicating, we need to realize first that this strong 

language is not isolated to Deuteronomy 24:4. So on the contrary, we find an honest and profound 

understanding of this saying by being sensitive to the other times that it is used. 

 

The wording used in Deuteronomy 24:4 is a repeated theme throughout the Old Testament. The 

concept of an ñabominationò ñcausing the land to be defiled/ sinò is repeated in these verses:  

Compare Exo_21:14, Exo_21:23-25; Lev_24:17-21; Num_35:30-34; Deu_19:10-13; Deu_22:22; Jdg_1:6-

7; 1Sa_15:33 with 2Sa_11:3-4, 2Sa_11:14-17, 2Sa_11:21c, 2Sa_11:24; 2Sa_12:13; Psa_51:14; Mat_5:38-

39; Joh_8:3-4, Joh_8:10-11. 

These verses show that the Mosaic death penalty was annulled. Let us quote some of them to show the 

full implications that this brings:  
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H. Mosaic Death Penalty Legislated 
i. Mosaic Death Penalty ï Eye For Eye 

Exo_21:14-25 MKJV But if a man comes presumptuously upon his neighbor to slay him with guile, you 

shall take him from My altar, so that he may dieé 23 And if any injury occurs, then you shall give life 

for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burning for burning, 

wound for wound, stripe for stripe. (the ñeye for eyeò command is repeated again in Lev_24:17-21) 

 

ii. Mosaic Death Penalty ï No Ransom, Or You Defile the Land 

Num_35:30-34 MKJV Whoever kills any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of 

witnesses. But one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die. 31 And you shall 

take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death. But he shall surely be put to 

death. 32 And you shall take no ransom for him who has fled to the city of his refuge, to return to live 

in the land until the death of the high priest. 33 So you shall not defile the land in which you are. 

For blood defiles the land. And the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed in it, except by 

the blood of him that shed it. 34 So do not defile the land which you shall inhabit, in which I dwell. 

For I Jehovah dwell among the sons of Israel. (then Deu_19:10-13) 

 

iii. Mosaic Death Penalty ï Stone Adulterers 

Deu_22:22 MKJV If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, then they shall both of 

them die, the man that lay with the woman, and the woman. So you shall put away evil from Israel. 

 

(There are many times that murder and adultery are linked in this death penalty. See Jam_2:10-11) 

 

iv. Implications of The Death Penalty 

First, please note that the Mosaic Death penalty is specifically given in every book of Mosesô Law: 

Exo_21:14-25; Lev_24:17-21; Num_35:30-34; Deu_19:10-13; Deu_22:22. So we know that this is a 

SERIOUS Law. Repetition denotes emphasis. A (good) parent's instruction is far more serious when 

they repeat it. 

 

Second, please donôt miss that for both murder, and adultery, the only answer under the Mosaic Law 

was death. 

 

Lev_20:10 CAB  Whatever man shall commit adultery with the wife of a man, or whoever shall commit 

adultery with the wife of his neighbor, let them die the death, the adulterer and the adulteress. 

 

Lev_24:17-22 CAB  17  And whosoever shall strike a man and he die, let him die the deathé 19  And 

whosoever shall inflict a blemish on his neighbor, as he has done to him, so shall it be done to himself 

in return;  20  bruise for bruise, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as anyone may inflict a blemish on a man, 

so shall it be rendered to him.  21  Whosoever shall strike a man, and he shall die, let him die the death.  

22  There shall be one judgment for the stranger and the native, for I am the Lord your God. 

 

Deu_19:13 CAB  13  Your eye shall not spare him; so shall you purge innocent blood from Israel, and it 

shall be well with you. 

 

Deu_22:22 CAB  22  And if a man be found lying with a woman married to a man, you shall kill them 

both, the man that lay with the woman, and the woman; so shall you remove the wicked one out of 

Israel. 
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I. Mosaic Death Penalty Enforced 
 

1Sa_15:33 MKJV And Samuel said, As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be 

childless among women. And Samuel cut Agag in pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal. 

 

Samuel was not just some prophet with a long white beard. This was a prophet capable of violence! 

You donôt mess with Samuel if he gets a chance to enforce the justice of the Law of Moses. 

In addition to this example, there are many other examples throughout the Old Testament of enforcing 

this Law, including the following passages: 

 

Num_15:30-36; 2Sa_4:5-12;  2Sa_21:5-9; 

Joabôs Bloodshed: 

2Sa_3:23-30; 2Sa_20:8-13;  

How he was repaid: 

1Ki_2:5-6, 1Ki_2:28-34 

 

 

 

 

But so many have tried to suggest that such an enforcement of the Mosaic death penalty was not 

possible during New Testament times when the Jews were under Roman occupation, since this was 

illegal for them (Joh_18:29-31). But donôt forget that the Jews of Jesus and Paulôs day also tried to 

enforce this death penalty many times in the New Testament, even though it was officially illegal:  

 

Joh_8:3-5, Joh_8:7, Joh_8:58-59; Joh_10:31-33; Joh_11:8; Act_7:58-60; Act_14:5, Act_14:19. And also 

compare: Luk_20:6; Act_5:26. 

 

J. Mosaic Death Penalty Amended 
 

i. David, Bathsheba, and Uriah 

2Sa_11:3-4 MKJV And David sent and asked about the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent messengers and took her. And she 

came in to him, and he lay with her. And she had purified herself from her uncleanness. And she 

returned to her house. 

2Sa_11:14-17 MKJV And it happened in the morning, David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand 

of Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and draw 

back from him so that he may be stricken and die. 16 And it happened when Joab observed the city, he 

sent Uriah to a place where he knew brave men were. 17 And the men of the city went out and fought 

with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell. And Uriah the Hittite also died. 

2Sa_11:23-24 MKJV And the messenger said to Davidé your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead é 

[Then after David was confrontedé] 

2Sa_12:13 KJB And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto 

David, The LORD has put away your sin; you will not die. 

 

Notice that David committed both adultery and murder in his sin, but was not put to death, but instead 

by the mouth of God it was said to David, ñéyou will not die.ò 

 










































































































































