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Preface 

A Work in Progress 

I appreciate any feedback and help with making this a more effective FAQ web page. Feedback 

goes a long way, and is deeply appreciated.  

Email: Josiahs@trueconnection.org, with corrections, suggestions, comments, reactions, etc. 

 

An Interactive Web Page 

This is primarily an interactive web page but the formatted, printer-friendly, interactive PDF is 

also available... 

Web Page: www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/FAQs.html 

PDF: www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/FAQs.pdf 

As an interactive web page, this page has both internal and external links that cross-reference 

and support various points communicated throughout this work. Most of the links are internal 

within this web page, while most of the links that are external open in new windows. 

The primary way to use this FAQ document is to click on the links in the Contents to answer 

questions you might have.  However, it is also designed to work if you read it straight through. 

Real Questions Used 

Most of the questions presented here are based on actual questions that I have been asked, except 

for the General FAQs section. 

 

Doctrinal FAQs 

 

Scripture 
What is your view of Scripture? 

 
Scripture is the totally inerrant, infallible, perfect and trustworthy Word of God. I accept what is called 

ñthe Standard Protestant Cannonò of 66 books as Scripture as authenticated by Jesus Christ Himself as 

well as the others used to write Scripture. Anyone who is not ignorant recognizes that the infrastructure of 

these 66 books has been strategically built so that each book reaffirms 100% of every other book in this 

collection to be the perfect and literal Words of God. 
I was raised a ñGood (Protestant) Baptist Boy,ò and have found that God confirms this zeal for the 

perfection of ALL of the Scriptures far more than even this denomination does (see 2Tim 3:15). However 

at the same time, I do not at all reject as Scripture those books referred to by many as ñthe Apocrypha,ò 

which are otherwise more accurately called the ñDeuterocanonical Books.ò There are so many details 

and reasons for all this that I'll have to add a more complete explanation here as God allows. 

Check back later for an update on ñthe Apocrypha.ò 

 
But as far as the Standard Protestant Cannon of 66 books, here is a summaryé 
It is all too clear that every Scripture considers every other Bible verse to be the very perfect Words of the 

One, True and Living God 
What is ñScriptureò: Mat 5:17, 7:12, 11:13, 22:40; Luk 16:16 24:44; Jn 1:45, 10:35;  
Act 13:15, Ŷ 17:2-3 Ÿ 24:14, 28:23; 1Pet 1:10-12;  
Also: Jn 15:25 with Ps 35:19; 69:4; 109:3; and 1 Cor 14:21 with Is 28:11 
And compare ñGod speakingò verses: Mark 12:26; Act 3:21, 7:6, 13:46; Heb 13:7 

It is inspired by God 

2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
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Old Testament Authenticated by Amazingly Fulfilled Prophecy: (This is merely a representative sample 

of countless others)  

Psa 22:5-24 [hundreds and hundreds of years before Rome and their (ñcross and nailò) crucifixion 

existed]; Is 52:7; 52:13 - 53:12; Dan 12:4 

For those who are sensitive to History, it is a striking reality that throughout the Book of Daniel the 

History of all the World Empires is laid out thousands of years before these things took place; (especially 

see Chapters 7-12). 

No other nation in all of history has ever been scattered and re-gathered even once in the way that Israel 

has been many times. The Bible is the key instructor that prophesies this over and over, and the 

fulfillments of these specific prophecies can be clearly seen even as late as 1948 when Israel was re-

gathered (again) during our age just as was spoken by Isaiah 11:9-12. This is only one example of the 

many many times that the Bible predicts this unique principal that showed itself in 1948. Others include: 

Jer 23:3-7; Ezk 37:11-22, 25; (38:8); Luke 21:23-24 

This is most profoundly understood with an awareness of History and how specifically this speaks of our 

time period when ñthe nationsò (that is, the non-Jewish people or ñGentilesò) would believe in the God of 

Abraham Isaac and Jacob. The idea that the (pagan) nations would embrace Israelôs God was an absurd 

idea and vain hope, had it not been done by the supernatural hand of God.  But both this as well as the re-

gathering of Israel happened just as God said in the Bible. 

The Old Testament is also amazingly accurate in scientific terms far beyond the humanly observable facts 

of their day: 

Job 26:7; Is 34:4; 51:6; Psa 102:25-27 
Also consider the Mosaic Health Benefits that the Law of Moses enforces (Exodus, Leviticus, and 

Deuteronomy) contrary to the Egyptian misconceptions of health that all Israel was surrounded with 

before their exodus out of Egypt. 

New Testament Authenticated: Jer 31:31-34; Jesus- Due 18:17-19; Act 3:22-24; 4:31; Joh 1:45; Mat 5:17; 

The 12 Apostles- Mat 10:1-4/Mk 3:14-19/Lk 6:12; Mat 19:28; Act 1:1-3, 21-26; Jn 15:16; Mat 19:27-

28/Lk 22:30; Lk 11:49; Jn 14:26; (Mat 28:20); 1Cor. 14:37; Eph 2:20, 3:5; 1Thes 2:13; 2Pet 1:16-21, 3:2, 

Paul- Act 15:22-26; 2Pet 3:15-16; 1Cor 9:1-2; 15:3-11; 2Cor 11:5; 12:11; Gal 2:7-9, 11; 1Thes 2:13; 

2Tim 1:11 
Infallibility of Scripture: Ps 12:6; Pro 30:5-6; Rom 3:4; 2 Tim 3:15-17; 2Pet 1:21 
 

For those who are uninformed, it is vital to understand the massive implications of what is 

referenced above: The Old Testament is obviously Scripture because of amazing prophecies that 

even tell of these days. Since The Old Testament specifies ñJesusò as Christ and God in the flesh, 

this seals His Words as the very Words of God through His own mouth. Jesus authenticates ñThe 

12 Apostlesò and ñPaulò (including Hebrews) as writers of Scripture, and they intern authenticate 

James and Jude (the half brothers of Jesus) as well as Mark and Luke. 

 

Also See: Summary of Very Basic Beliefs; [Jump (down) to Apostolic Age]; [Back to Contents] 

 

Trinity  
Do you believe in the Trinity?  

 
Yes (Gen 1:26; Num 6:24-27; Is 48:16 1Cor 12:4-4; 2Cor 13:14; Eph 2:18; 1Jn 5:70) 
 
Also See: Summary of Very Basic Beliefs; [Back to Contents] 

 

  



Salvation 
 

Salvation Defined 
Please define what it means to be a Christian. What are the necessary criteria? 

 
A Christian is someone who abandons everything in their life (sin, ambitions, desires etc.) to 
follow and obey Jesus. A Christian is one who turns from sin unto obedience to Jesus and faith 
in His name, to the saving of the soul from sin and hell. This includes bearing fruit that is worthy 
of repentance (Luk 1:76-77; 3:8). Spiritually, salvation means dying to the world and becoming 
engaged to Jesus (Rom 7:4; 2Cor 11:2). For salvation to be completed the person must endure 
to the end, (Mat 24:13/ Mar 13:13) while practicing sanctification along the way (1Cor 1:2, 30; 
6:9-11; 1 Thes 4:3, 6; Heb 12:14). By turning unto obedience we obey everything that is put in 
our lap to do by God until our life here is done, whether that is as short as the thief on the cross 
(Luk 23:42-43) or as long as Methuselah (Gen 5:27). Simply put, salvation is initiated when we 
ñRepent and believe...ò (Mk 1:15) and preserved and maintained when we ñwork [it] out with fear 
and tremblingò (Phil 2:12). 
 

[Back to Contents] 

 

Freewill and Predestination 
Do you believe in Freewill? 

 
Absolutely. 
 

Do you believe in Predestination? 

 
Absolutely. 
 

Also See: Eternal Security; [Back to Contents] 

 

Eternal Security 
Where do you stand on ñEternal Securityò? 

 

1. I do not believe in ñOnce Saved Always Savedò but I do believe something close to 

ñPerseverance of the Saints.ò - I believe in the ñPerseverance of the Elect.ò (ie. The Bible teaches 

that it is impossible for the elect to end up in Hell). 
2. At the same time, the Bible positively teaches that one can fall away from God unto 

condemnation: Mat 13:3-9, 18-23; 25:1-13; Act 1:25; Gal 5:4 (ñChrist has become of no effect to 

you...you have fallen from Graceò); 1Tim 1:19-20; 6:10, 21; 2Tim 2:18; Jas 5:19-20; Heb 6:4-6, 

10:26-39, 12:14-17; 1Jn 5:16; 2Pet 2:20-22, 3:17; Also compare 2Cor 13:5 and 1Cor 9:27 (Same 

word used: Ŭŭɞəɘɛɞɘ Strongôs G96); also see: Ezk 18:24-29; Ps 119:118; Pro 19:27  
3. These two concepts are not antagonistic to one another. 
4. ñEternal Securityò is found in the fact that God sovereignly chooses (or ñelectsò) people from 

before time, for Heaven or Hell, and does not change His mind later on: Mat. 24:24, Mat. 24:31, 

Mar. 13:22, Mar. 13:27, Luk. 18:7, Rom. 8:33, Col. 3:12, 1Ti. 5:21, Tit. 1:1, 1Pe. 1:2, 1Pe. 2:6, 

2Jo. 1:1, 2Jo. 1:13; Mat. 20:16, Mat. 22:14, Luk. 23:35, Rom. 16:13, 1Pe. 2:4, 1Pe. 2:9, Rev. 

17:14; Mat. 24:22, Mar. 13:20, 2Ti. 2:10; Rev 3:16 



5. Salvation is a wonderful occurrence that happens in an instance in time (Rom 5:9-10; 1 Cor 7:20, 

24; Eph 2:5, 13; 1Jn 1:9), and works out throughout a personôs life (2 Pet 3:10), and is therefore 

obviously not the same event as election. [Note: one is outside of time, the other is inside; one 

involves a personôs choice, the other is irrespective of a personôs choice (Eph 1:4).] 
6. The only way to eternally assure ourselves of Heaven is to continue in obedience to Godôs 

commands, trusting in Him to keep us. [Mat 10:22; 24:13; Mk 13:13; Rom 2:7; 11:22; 2 Pet 3:10; 

Heb 3:14; 6:4-6; 10:26-29] 
7. I wholeheartedly believe in Free Will because the Bible teaches it, (I am not a Calvinist). 

[compare point 2 above; Rev 22:17 etc.] 
8. I wholeheartedly believe in Predestination because the Bible teaches it, (I am not an Armenian). 

[Eph 1:4-12 , Rom 8:28-33 , Act 4:28 & 1Co 2:7]  
 
Two crucial verses on all of this are: 
 
2 Pet 1:10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling

2821 
[used as ñsalvationò as in 

Rom 1:7] and election
1589

 sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall 
 
Rev 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of 

lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called,
2822

 and chosen,
1588

 [ñelectò] and faithful. 

(KJV) 
 
Definitions 
ñcalledò: 2821/2822 - Same word used for salvation;  

ñchosenò: 1588/1589 - Same word as ñelectedò 
and even Strong's confirms this... 
 

G2822 ǡǢǞǪǲǨ bcľkfjklay-tos' 

From the same as G2821; invited, that is, appointed, or (specifically) a saint: - called. 

G1588 ӻǡǢǜǡǪǲǨ eklektos ek-lek-tos' 

From G1586; select; by implication favorite: - chosen, elect. 

G1589 ӻǡǢǦǚǕ \bcf̂ľek-log-ay' 

From G1586; (divine) selection (abstractly or concretely): - chosen, election. 
(Strong's) 
 

[Back to Contents] 

 

The Church 
 

The Purpose of the Church 
What is your understanding of the nature and the purpose of the church? 

 
The Church is the necessary corporate means of relating to God. She is Jesusô betrothed bride, who aims 

to please God by saving souls while preparing and waiting for her wedding to Jesus. This includes the 

most earnest care and discipleship given to the members of her body, as well as evangelism. The Church 

is about Jesus' body- in Heaven and on Earth. 
 

[Back to Contents] 



 

Church Leadership 
What is the role of Deacons, Elders, Bishops etc.? 

 
Deacon

1247 
First, an elder is not the same as a deacon, (as often disarranged in some churches). The very word 

ñDeaconò (ŭɘɎəɞɜɞɠ pronounced ñdiakonos,ò - G1247) is the Greek word for servant, and comes from 

another word that means ñto runò (ǛǠǴǡǯ - G1377) and so implies ñto run errandsò as a ñservantò. At the 

same time, it is also an official Church office, and like the word Elder, it must be interpreted specifically 

or generally with a close eye on context. 
 

G1247 ǛǠǘǡǦǤǔǯ [̀Xbfe\ŷdee-ak-on-eh'-o 

From G1249; to be an attendant, that is, wait upon (menially or as a host, friend or [figuratively] teacher); 

technically to act as a Christian deacon: - (ad-) minister (unto), serve, use the office of a deacon. 

(Strong's) 
 
It should be noted that though Deacons have a position of service, we are strongly exhorted to submit to 

such who serve fervently: see 1Cor 16:15-16, where ñŭɘŬəɞɜɘŬɜ
1248 
ò (ñdiakonianò) is used, but is not 

typically translated consistently to communicate the deacon aspect of the verse. 
 
So if a Deacon is to serve, then what is an Elder? 
 
Elder

4245 
Elders are to rule in the Church (unlike Deacons who are the official servants of the Church) and some 

preach: 
 
1Ti 5:17 MKJV Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who 

labor in Word and doctrine. 
 
2Jn 1:1 -- John was one 
1Pet 5:1 -- Peter was one 
Phm 1:9 -- Paul was ñagedò (Apostleship + Age = ñAn elderò if nothing else) 
Tit 1:5 -- Paul had authority to appoint them 
Heb 13:17 -- We are commanded to submit to them (Also compare 1Pet 1:1, 5) 
1Pet 5:2 -- They are to feed the flock and take oversight 
1Pet 5:1-4 -- They are under-shepherds (ñPastorsò) representing the Chief-Shepherd, Jesus  
Tit 1:5, 7 -- They can be synonymous with ñoverseersò (ñBishopsò from Greek; and also see below) 
 
They helped the Apostles rule the entire early Church body: Acts 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4 
 
And for some deep spiritual correlation, there are 24 of them in heaven: Rev. 4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 

7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4 
 
Our church term, ñPresbyterò is simply a transliteration (i.e. not a translation) of the Greek word for elder: 

ñôǧǜǩǙǳǪǜǧǦǨò (Presbuteros) 

 
Elder/Bishop, used Interchangeably 
Tit 1:5, 7; Act 20:17, 28; 1Pet 5:1-2 (where ñˊɟŮůɓɡŰŮɟɞɡɠò and ñŮˊɘůəɞˊɞɡɜŰŮɠò are used) 



 
Elder/Bishop, used distinctively 
I find no direct Biblical reference to distinctions between an Elder and a Bishop, however, it is indirectly 

understood that though every elder is a type of Bishop, (Tit 1:5, 7; Act 20:17, 28; 1Ti 5:17) not every 

Bishop is properly an Elder. An example of this is where Titus, who was apparently a younger man 

(Tit1:4), was delegated authority to appoint Elders (Tit 1:5). Titus would have been considered at least a 

Bishop in such a position, but not an ñElder.ò 
A more specific example (though not more weighty) is that unanimous testimony of the early Church 

from the very beginning. They also used the two terms interchangeably as the Bible does, and they 

particularly specified The Bishops to be the primary leaders that were directly (and successively) installed 

over the early Churches by the Apostles (as in 2 Tim 2:2). This became an extremely important issue to 

them as the Apostles eventually all died (mostly by martyrdom). Through the succession of Bishops as 

their primary local leaders (which many churches call ñpastorsò today) the early church zealously carried 

on the authenticated authority, legacy and traditions from the Apostles. All Church leadership was 

important, but the primary common denominator throughout the entire early Church was the Bishop, who 

was the essential (successive) link back to the Apostles, and their primary means of legitimacy as a 

Church. Faithfulness and submission under each Bishop meant obedience to the Apostles and their 

doctrine, and even, to the faith of Christ Jesus, and the saving communion in the body of Christ. 
All of this is to say that there were those specific men appointed to oversee the church (which we 

often call Bishops in English), that were the primary overseers, and in addition to this there were 

elders who also helped oversee under the main overseer in ruling the church. 

 
Bishops

1985 
Act 20:28; Phi 1:1; 1Tim 3:2; Tit 1:7; 1Pe 2:25 
 
Our English word Bishop was once pronounced Bisceop in Old English which is a little closer to the 

Greek source word ñepiskopos.ò 
 
In Greek we have this definition: 
 

G1985 ӻôǖǩǡǦôǦǨ episkopos ep-is'-kop-os 

From G1909 and G4649 (in the sense of G1983); a superintendent, that is, Christian officer in general 

charge of a (or the) church (literally or figuratively): - bishop, overseer. 
(Strong's) 

 

That is, it comes from two words (G1909 and G4649) ñӻôǖ ò (epi) and ñǩǡǦôǲǨò (skopos) which would 

function as someone who looks upon or over something. So the term episkopos most closely means 

overseer, and is applied as a leader of a Church (see above). From this the terms Episcopal and 

Episcopate etc. are derived, but the most common representation of this in English is Bishop. 

 
Some peculiarities are... 
In Act 1:20 the Apostles were referred to as holding the office of Bishops, (that is, ñ ɘ́ůəɞ́ ɜ,ò and see 

how it is also used in 1Tim 3:1). 
In 1Pe 2:25, Jesus is referred to as the Pastor ( ɞ́ɘɛɏɜŬ) and Bishop ( ɑ́ůəɞ́ɞɜ) of our souls. 
 
  



Pastor/Shepherd 
 
The term to Shepherd from Hebrew basically means to feed and is often translated as such throughout our 

English versions. In Greek the concept is applied in the same sense, with at least the following verses 

indicating the ñfeedingò concept:  
 
Jn 10:2-3, 9; Lk 17:7; 1 Cor 9:7; 1 Pet 9:2; Jude 1:12; Rev 7:17 
 
The terms Pastor and Shepherd (from Old French/Latin) found in our English Bible translations represent 

the exact same word throughout the Old and New Testaments. The only real reason we have so much of a 

distinction in English is because the term has been creatively reapplied as a specific, primary word for a 

church office. It is used at least 173 times in the Old Testament, and 18 times in the New Testament. Both 

apply the term literally, to leaders of sheep, as well as figuratively, to leaders of people, (Jer 3:15). The 

term was never intended, as it is so often used today, apart from the ñshepherd-over-the-sheepò analogy, 

and was used as a general term for leaders, rather than a specific one for the primary leader of a 

congregation. The variety of positions it is used for in the Bible is referenced out below: 
 
General use of shepherds: Mat 9:36 
In Jn 21:15-16 Peter was commanded to be a shepherd. 
In 1 Pet 5:1-4 Peter commands Elders to be shepherds. 
There are also the Elder/Overseer/Pastor Verses: Act 20:17, 28; 1 Pet 5:1-2 (where all 3 terms are applied 

to the same group of leaders). 
But more than any of these, Jesus is highlighted as the head-Shepherd countless times: 
Psa 23:1; 80:1; Isa 40:11; Eze 34:12, 34:23, 37:24; Mic 5:4; Zec 13:7; Mat 2:6; Jn 10:11-16; Heb 13:20; 

1Pe 2:25 (where Jesus is also called a Bishop); 5:4. 
 
Just because the word pastor has been adapted in its use as an English term does not mean that there is 

something wrong with the way we use it today, but it may be helpful to be sensitive to the fact that it no 

longer implies the same meanings as the Biblical usage. At the same time there is nothing particularly 

inspired about its use nor its origin, since it is considerably clear that the term Pastor was significantly 

popularized as a primary title for the Overseer (or his representative over a church) by the protestants, and 

especially John Calvin, who was reacting against Catholic terminology, just as they did from having 

ñsacramentsò to ñordnances.ò 
 
In short, the term shepherd is a very general term used in Scripture for leadership, covering a wide range 

of offices from Overseer and Elder to Apostle and even to Jesus Himself! The word Shepherd, now often 

represented as ñPastor,ò has come to be used as something quite specific, especially as a primary church 

office among most all non-liturgical churches. 
 
Priest 
Surprisingly (to protestants) there are actually direct New Testament verses conveying priestly (and 

Levitical) attributes to Church leaders. One may ascertain, as the early Church would unanimously insist, 

that such Church positions (or callings) make one spiritually part of the tribe of Levi. However at the 

same time we must also confidently insist that there is no mention of a New Testament Priest as used by 

the catholic church anywhere in the entire Bible. Jesus is the High Priest
1
 of our faith, and only mediator, 

and we who follow Him are all to be a kingdom of priests
2
: 

 
(1) Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 4:14, 15; 5: 5, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 26; 8:1; 9: 11, 25; 10:19-22; One mediator: 1Ti 2:5 
(2) Rom 12:1; Phi 4:18; Heb 13:16; 1Pet 2:5, 9; Rev 1:6; 5:10; 20:6 
 



Catholics may appeal to the many examples in Church history that might seem to support their practice 

and titles, but even the early Church conducted such terminology with a different meaning, fully 

supporting what we have come to call ñThe Priesthood of all Believers.ò Only in the comparatively 

limited since did they refer to Church leaders as priests, as the Scriptures also agree: 
 
1Co 9:13-14 KJV Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the 

temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 14 Even so hath the Lord ordained 

that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 
 

Rom 15:16 KJV That I should be the minister
3011

 (ǢǜǠǪǦǫǧǚǦǤ) of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 

ministering
2418

 (ǠǜǧǦǫǧǚǦǫǤǪǘ) the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be 

acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
 
¶ The terminology ñoffering upò refers to the imagery of a priestly sacrifice, (As in Exo. 29:27; 

Num 15:19-20; 18:26; 2 Sam 24:22; 1 King 3:15).  
¶ I included the Greek words above because most all translations somewhat smooth over some 

interesting and key insights into the Greek. Notice the qualities below that Strong's and an 

effective understanding of the Greek draws out in the definitions of the two words used in this 

verse: 
 

 



Some Greek Insights From Rom 15:16: 

ñG3011 ǢǜǠǪǦǫǧǚǲǨ leitourgos li -toorg-os' 

From a derivative of G2992 and G2041; a public servant, that is, a functionary in the Temple or Gospel, 

or (generally) a worshipper (of God) or benefactor (of man): - minister (-ed),ò (Strong's). 
 
More Details: 

This first word in question used in Rom 15:16, ñminister
3011
ò (ǢǜǠǪǦǫǧǚǦǤ), is where we get our word for 

ñliturgyò from, and is also commonly used with the Priestly context in the Greek Old Testament quite a 

few times: 
 
Num 3:31; Num 4:9; Num 4:12; Num 4:14; Num 4:26; Num 18:21; 2Ki 25:14; 1Ch 6:32; 1Ch 16:4; 2Ch 

13:10; 2Ch 23:6; 2Ch 29:11; Ezr 7:24; Neh 10:36; Neh 10:39; Isa 61:6; Eze 42:14; Eze 44:11; Eze 44:19; 

Eze 45:4; Eze 45:5; Eze 46:24; Joe 1:9; Joe 1:13; Joe 2:17 
 
[The times used without a priestly context in the Greek Old Testament are these: 1Ki 1:15; 1Ch 27:1; 

2Ch 15:16; 2Ch 17:19; 2Ch 22:8; Psa 103:21; Psa 104:4] 

ñG2418 ֑ǜǧǦǫǧǚǔǯ _̀\iflî\ŷhee-er-oorg-eh'-o 

From a compound of G2411 and the base of G2041; to be a temple worker, that is, officiate as a priest 

(figuratively): - minister,ò (Strong's). 
 
More Details: 
This second word in question used in Rom 15:16, ñministering

2418
ò [ɘŮɟɞɡɟɔɞɡɜŰŬ], is a compound of the 

word ñTempleò (ǜ֑ǧǲǤ - G2411) and work (ǜαΞǧǚǦǤ - G2041). 

It is not used in the Greek Septuagint, but only in the New Testament: 
Rom 13:6; *Rom 15:16; Phi 2:25; Heb 1:7; *Heb 8:2; (Two Priestly references) 

 
So we see in Rom 15:16, that Paul uses two ñPriestlyò words as well as using the priestly image of 

ñoffering upò to describe himself and his work as a leader in the Church. 
Unfortunately, the early Church emphasized this more and more, and when serious corruption set in, they 

naturally emphasized it into unbiblical proportions as we can see it commonly used today. 
 

Government and Gifts 
Perhaps the most vital part of Church leadership is that which transcends the governmental framework 

that has been discussed so far, which is, the leadership based on and qualified by Gifting: 
 
Eph 4:8-13 KJV ...When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men... 11 

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 

unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 
Please note: The saints are not yet perfected in the unity of the faith and ñof the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christò ï i.e We desperately 

need these gifts in the church because we are so far from the very purpose that they were given! We're not 

there yet, so we must see these gifts in operation or we'll never get there! 



An eternal example of this that should always burn in our minds is that of the corruption of the early 

church around the time leading up to the council of Nicea. By the time major political corruption had set 

in the church, too many of her members had already grown complacent enough to retain the structure of 

the government without the gifts in operation. May this never be said of us! 
I wanted to be particularly emphatic to include this aspect of leadership because without it we have a dead 

framework that produces lifeless converts, no matter how ñcorrectò our church government is organized! 
In a practical sense, whether leadership by gifting takes place within the governmental framework, or as a 

supplement to it, we would be dreadfully negligent to operate without it. 
Summary Of Church leadership  
So from all of this we can clarify the distinctions between Church leaders:  
The Overseer (or ñBishopò) of a given Church was only one person (of critical importance), whereas the 

Elders constituted a more varied pool of leadership who also served as overseers. At times in church 

history there is talk of deacons serving in leadership, but never in insubordination to the Overseer. This is 

a solid understanding in the early Church that complements and in many ways fills in the details of what 

the Bible so often refers to.  
Although the use of the term Pastor and the usage of priestly descriptions were applied to Church 

leadership in the Bible as well as carried over into the vocabulary of the Early Church, both have been 

adapted into terms inconsistent with the Biblical usage. While we may find the use of the term Pastor to 

be convenient, we should not find the contemporary use of the term Priest (with its exclusive 

connotations) to be acceptable in describing Church leadership. 
If we accomplished all these specifics of leadership without the life of Spiritual Gifting included, we've 

failed our mission and accomplish nothing. Let us both set up the frame work accurately as well as give it 

living wings to fly. 
 
Also Compare: Apostolic Age; Gifts of the Holy Spirit; [Back to Contents] 

 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit  
 
They are for today 
Act 2:1-18; 38-39; compare Act 2:3 with 1Cor 12:11 (speaking of gifts) and think of 1Cor 12:4, 7:7, 17; 

Rom 12:4-8.  
There is not one verse at all whatsoever in the entire Bible supporting the doctrine of ñCessationalismò 

(ie. The teaching that the gifts died off with the Apostles). 
[compare ñApostolic Ageò & ñCessationalismò] 

 
They are given (and made available) to us, in the same way they were to the Apostles 
Act 2:1-4, 39; 10:44-46; 11:15, 17; 1Cor 12:11; Rom 12:6 [compare ñApostolic Ageò] 

 
It is against the Bible to forbid them 
1Cor 14:39 
 
They need to be done in order 
1Cor 14:26-33, 40 
 
We are to ñlustò after them 
See: 1Co 12:31; 14:39; (and compare Jas 4:2 where the same word is used in a different way); Rom 1:10-

11 
 
We are also to ñstir them upò 
2Tim 1:6 



 
They define us as parts of the body of Christ 
Rom 12:3-8; 1Cor 12:10-31 
 
Also See: Apostolic Age; (Personal) Spiritual Gifts; [Back to Contents] 

 

Women in the church 
What role do you feel women should take in the church? 

 
Though the Bible strongly commands that women are to be silent in the church, (1Cor 14:29-38; 1Tim 

2:11-15) and that they are not to teach or have authority over a man, (1Ti 2:12; Rev 2:20; Is 3:12) this 

does not mean that they donôt have a place of ministry. 
 
They Can be Prophetesses 
Exo 15:20 (& Mic 6:4); Jud 4:4 - 5:31; 2King 22:14-20; Lk 2:36-38; Act 2:18; 21:9; 1Cor 11:5 
Which is the second greatest spiritual gift! (1Cor 12:28) 
Deborah had tremendous influence over the entire nation of Israel, as she was a judge (and prophetess) for 

them (Jdg 4-5; also see 2Sa 20:16-22). 
 
They Can be Deaconesses 

Consider Rom 16:1-2, where ǛǠǘǡǦǤǦǤ1249
, (ñdeacon,ò) is applied to a woman 

(compare: Lk 8:2-3; Act 18:26; and also see Rom 16:1-7) 
 
They are specifically encouraged to teach other women and children 
Other women: Jer 9:20; Tit 2:2-5; 1Tim 5:2 [in these last two references, the female variations of 

ôǧǜǩǙǳǪǜǧǦǨ (presbuteros) are used, which suggests a female ñElderò] 

Children: Pro 1:7-9; 6:20-24; 14:1; 31:1-31; 1Ti 5:10, 14; and then also compare: 2Tim 1:5; 3:15  
 
Spiritually Equal  
Though women do not have the same purpose and position as men, they are spiritually equal with them: 
Gal 3:26-29; 1Pet 3:5-7 
 
Other Encouraging References to Women 
Pro 31:16-17; 1Sam 25:3, 18-19, 23-34; John 2:5; 1Pet 3:6 
 
I know that the verses that talk about a woman not speaking are highly unpopular these days, but they are 

Scripture and must be submitted to regardless. I agree with these Scriptures and I do not find excuses to 

not agree with them, such as blaming the customs of the day. I do not shy away from them because they 

are unpopular. At the same time it seems that the references above to the ministry that women do 

rightfully have have been ignored for a long time, or even forgotten altogether. Somehow we've tended to 

think that ñNot Speaking in churchò means not having a place of ministry. 
Additionally, there are some Scriptures to women in ministry, and or ñspeaking positionsò that address 

how women are to function in this manner that should be considered and studied: 
Woman at the well: Jn 4:28-30, 39-42; Woman in the Crowd: Lk 11:27-28; Women at Resurrection: Lk 

24:8-11; Priscilla and Aquila Explaining Way of God to Apollos:  Act 18:24-26; Women encouraged to 

Prophecy, but not publically: 1Cor 11:5 with 14:4; 29-38 
 



Though I do take this stance, at the same time I'm not expecting others to take it as well. I would 

generally consider other issues to be more pressing than this one, such as getting the church saved in the 

first place! 

 
Also See: Disclaimer; [Back to Contents] 

 

3 Reforms 
Name three things you would change about the church today. 

 
1) Salvation- 
 
Church statistics show us some disturbing and alarming realities:  
¶ ñOn average, [Protestant] pastors contend that 70% of the adults in their church consider their 

personal faith in God to transcend all other prioritiesé ò but when asked, church people confess a 

different story. 
¶ ñ[Out of]...those who attend Protestant churches... not quite one out of every four (23%) named 

their faith in God as their top priority in life.ò  
¶ The review of these statistics goes on to say, ñ...The fact that the lifestyle of most churched adults 

is essentially indistinguishable from that of unchurched people is not a concern for most 

churches; whether or not people have accepted Jesus Christ as their savior is the sole or primary 

indicator of "life transformation," regardless of whether their life after such a decision produces 

spiritual fruit.ò 
 
(Quotes from, http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=215) 
 
These things contrast sharply with the demands that Jesus has for those who would follow Him: 
 
Mat 10:37-39 MKJV He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who 

loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take up his cross and 

follow Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life shall lose it. And he who loses his life for My 

sake shall find it. 
Lk. 14:33 So in the same way, whoever of you who does not forsake everything he has, cannot be My 

disciple. 
Lk. 6:43 For a good tree does not produce bad fruit, nor does a bad tree produce good fruit. 
Mat. 3:10 And now also the ax is laid at the root of the trees, so that every tree that does not produce good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
Lk. 6:46 Why do you call me, 'LORD, LORD,' and don't do the things which I say? 
Jn. 14:15 If you LOVE Me, keep my commands... 23 ...If anyone LOVES Me, he will obey my words... 

24 He who does not LOVE me will not obey my words. 
Rev 21:8 ...and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the 

second death. 
Rev 3:16 KJVCNT So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of 

my mouth. 
 
The number one thing I would change in the American church is to see it saved! 
 

  

http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=215


2)  Prayer- 
 

ñThe lowest priorities among the dozen ministries described by pastors... [included] prayer 

(3%).ò 

ñ...relatively few of the... pastors listed prayer as a major emphasis (4%)...ò 

(http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=182) 

 

ñAdults are typically satisfied with... the prayer in their services... half are 'completely satisfied' 

with the prayer. Most of the remaining adults said they were 'mostly satisfied'...ò 

(http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=126) 

 

ñ...For many Americans, prayer is like snacking - we don't really think about it, but we do it out 

of habit and without much passion...ò 

(http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=93) 

 

ñ...a survey taken some years ago showed that Christians in the United States spend, on the 

average, only about 3 minutes a day in prayer, and the average pastor prays for only about seven 

minutes.ò 

(http://www.be-ready.org/whypray.html) 

(Also see http://unclewormwood.wordpress.com/2007/02/18/the-power-of-prayer/) 

 

ñ...The average Protestant minister prays for 39 minutes a day, although 21% typically spend 15 

minutes or less per day in prayer...ò 

(http://www.ellisonresearch.com/ERPS%20II/release_16_prayer.htm) 

 
This type of dedication to God is horrendous! May the Lord wake up the church! This is a far cry from 

what God calls us to in the Bible, where the bare minimum prayer time was an hour (see Mat 26:40-41). 
 

3)  Love the UNPOPULAR Truth of Jesus-  
 
Too often, everyone and their neighbor who goes to church claim that they believe the entire Bible, but 

when it comes down to it, they all say different things doctrinally. This isnôt just because we are all 

humans, and we all have our own opinions and interpretations. And this does not mean that we are all 

hopelessly trapped by our limited perceptions and paradigms. All of these things are the qualities that 

mere men have, and the Bible commands us not to be mere men (1Cor 3:3; 2:6-16)! 
Many are crying these days for unity in the church, but they forget that the unity that the Bible speaks of, 

is the unity of the Spirit, not the unity of compromise (Eph 4:3; and compare Pro 11:21). ñThe Spiritò is 

truth, (1Jon 4:6; 5:6; John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13 and compare John 4:23-24; Eph 5:9; 1Pet 1:22) and if we 

will ever get unified in Jesus, it will be by finally loving the Truth uncompromisingly at any and every 

cost.  
 
Also See: Disclaimer; [Back to Contents] 
 

Sacraments/Ordnances 
About sacraments in general it should be clear to all that they are not optional, but 

rather, they are commands.  
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Communion/The Lordôs Supper/Eucharist 
 
It is necessary for following Jesus: Jn 6:53-66 (also see verses 26-69); Mat 26:26-29. 
It defined the early Church (Act 2:42). Ideally, it would be done every day from house to house... 
 

ñAnd they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did 

eat their meat [food] with gladness and singleness of heart, (Act 2:46 KJV).ò 
 
...as well as among ñthe Great Assemblyò when it meets (Act 20:7; 1Cor 11:18-31). 
Thereôs no question that communion should be open to all true believers irrespective of denomination, but 

it makes no Biblical since to turn it into a meaningless religious ceremony by encouraging lost attendees 

to participate as well. Communion is a serious thing that should be practiced frequently with fear and 

trembling (See Mat 5:23-24; 1Cor 11:17-34) 
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Baptism 
Where do you stand on the various practices of Baptism? Include the questions of sprinkling, 

immersion, or both. 

 
Mode 
Factually speaking, Baptism (from Greek) means immersing someone; therefore this is what we should be 

doing. However, I find no Scripture that would directly invalidate sprinkling, and it may be worth 

considering that this method started early in the church as an alternative when immersion was not an 

option [i.e. Didache 1.379; 80-140 AD]. I would not break fellowship over it, ñFor Christ sent me not to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel... (1Co 1:17 KJV),ò but if I had an opportunity to baptize, I would really 

baptize, (meaning I would immerse). 
 
Details 
The word in the Bible is ɓŬ́Űɑɕɤ (pronounced ñbaptizoↄò) which is derived from a word meaning to dip or 

dye. Baptizo itself also includes the ideas of something being ñéfully weté [as well as to] wash,ò 

(Strong's). In Mar 7:4 and Lk 11:38 Baptizo is translated as ñwash/ washed.ò 
So the word itself means to ñdipò or ñdyeò and become ñfully wetò in water, and this is a nonnegotiable 

fact of Greek. And this is confirmed many times over and over, especially in passages such as this: 
 
2Ki 5:10 KJV And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 

flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 
2Ki 5:14 KJV Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of 

the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
 

When this was translated into the Greek Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament) it was worded 

like this: 

 
...and dipped himself seven times in Jordan... (KJV) 

...ǡǘו ӻǙǘôǪזǩǘǪǦ ӻǤ Ǫᴥ ǁǦǧǛאǤᴯ ӼôǪאǡǠ ǡǘǪׇ... (LXX [Greek Old Testament]) 

 
Here the correlating word in Greek is ñEbaptisatoò (i.e. a form of Baptizo). Donôt forget that this Greek 

Old Testament was translated around 200 years before New Testament times, and was the standard text 



being referenced when John first came in the wilderness ñBaptizingò (dunking) people. And this makes 

sense, because John was another Elijah/Elisha figure (Mat 11:14; 17:11-13) who also charged people to 

be immersed to obtain their cleansing (Mat 3:6, 10-11; Mar 1:4-5; Luk 3:2). 
So it is clear all the way from the dictionary to the actual application of the word, that Baptizo means to 

ñimmerse [or dip] in water.ò 
 
In what name(s) 
ñFather, Son, and Holy Spiritò Mat 3:16-17; 28:29; (Also compare Trinity verses: Gen 1:26; Num 6:24-

27; Is 48:16 1Cor 12:4-4; 2Cor 13:14; Eph 2:18; 1Jn 5:70) 
ñIn the name of Jesusò John 3:26; 4:1-3; Act 2:38; 8:12, 16; 10:48; 19:4-5; 22:16; 1Cor 1:13-16 

 
Lk 1:76-77 >> Lk 3:3; Act 2:37-38, 8:36-38, 22:16; 1Cor 12:13; Gal 3:26-27; but also consider: Lk 

23:32-33, 42-43 with Rom 6:3-6; 1Cor 12:12-13; Col 2:11-13; Gal 3:26; Tit 3:5; 1 Pet 3:20-21 
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Moral (In General) 
 

Abortion  
Where do you stand on the issue of abortion? 

 
It is murder. 
Killin g a baby inside of the womb is no less murder than killing one outside, and murderers do not go to 

Heaven, (1John 3:15) unless they repent from being a murderer. 
 
The Bible says that killing a baby inside the womb is a murder worthy of death, therefore, it is a murder 

worthy of death: Exo 21:22-25; Rom 1:32. Many other times as well, the Bible recognizes that a baby in 

the womb is alive and capable of even spiritual activity: Lk 1:24, 26, 36, 39-44, 56-57 
 
Of course, I would never be the one to cast a stone to enforce such a just death penalty, lest I also be 

found to have been a murderer in my heart at one time in my past, (and so condemn myself). [These 

things are verified in these Scriptures: Mat 5:21-22; 1John 3:15; John 8:7; Luk 9:56]. In fact, I would feel 

privileged to have a part in helping someone recover from participating in such a horrible experience. 
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Homosexuality 
Where do you stand on the issues of homosexuality, homosexual marriage, and ordaining 

homosexuals? 

 
It is sin. 
When churches participate in it, it is a sign of the coming of the lawless Antichrist (see 2Thes 2:8, where 

it speaks of the ñLawless Oneò). 
The Bible clearly says that homosexuality is a sin worthy of death: Lev 18:22, 29-30; 20:13; Rom 1:26-

27, 32 (also see Gen 19:5; Lev 18:22, 27-28; Deut 23:17-18; Jdg 19:22; 1Cor 6:9-10; 1Tim 1:10; Jud 1:7). 

God Himself will enforce this just death penalty eternally at the judgment, so we had better plead with all 

sinners now out of Love, including homosexuals, to spare themselves from the wrath that is to come (Mat 

3:7; Lk 3:7; Act 2:40, 43; 1Thes 1:10; 2:16; Rev 6:17; 11:18). 



May all of those inside and outside the church in sexual sin repent quickly while there is still time for 

salvation. 
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Divorce and Remarriage 
 
I believe the Biblical teaching on divorce and remarriage, as declared by Jesus and His Apostles: that 

marriage is a covenant for life, and those who divorce and remarry are committing adultery for as long as 

they will continue in such an unscriptural union. Without a doubt, God says that those who live in 

fornication, adultery, homosexuality and the like will perish forever in Hell if they die in such a state. 

This is one of the highest indications of the lostness of the Westernized church. Please bravely consider 

the Scriptures below that confirm these things. 
 
Here is my abbreviated official stance: 
 

Divorce &  Remarriage Scriptures  

 

Adulterers Will Not Go to Heaven  
Exo 20:14/Due 5:18; Lev 20:10; Due 22:22; Pro 2:16-19; 6:23-33; Jer 5:7-9; 29:22; Ezk 23:43-47; 

Mal 3:5-6; Mat 5:27-32; 19:9, 16, 18/ Mar 10:17, 19/ Lk 18:18 & 20; 1Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:16-21; Heb 

13:4; Rev 2:22-23é etc. Also see: Mat 15:19; Mar 7:21; Rom 13:9-10; Jas 2:11-12; 2Pet 2:14; 17-22  
 

Divorce and Remarriage Is Adultery  

1 Mat. 5:27-32 Ŷ ǢǲǚǦǫ ôǦǧǤǜǖǘǨ = a report of Fornication 

2 Mat. 19:3-10 Ŷ ôǦǧǤǜǖᴠ = Fornication Ŷ
ŷ
 Greek word pronounced 

porneia; Strong's number 

4202; Used in  
Mat 5:32 & 19:9 

3 Mar. 10:2 (Also Mal 2:11, 13-16) 

4 Lk. 16:18 
(Also, v. 16-17!) 6 1Corr. 7:10-11 

5 Rom. 7:2 ï 3 7 1Corr. 7:39 

 

Betrothal -context of Mat 5:32 & 19:9  

Speaking of betrothal, it says, ñǢטǚǦǨ...ӻǡôǦǧǤǜǩᵎǘǠò (Deu 22:20, 21 LXX; Greek O.T., same Greek 

terminology as used in Mat 5:32);  
Deu 22:14-24; Jer 2:32; 3:1-22; Joel 1:8; Mat 1:18-19Ÿ5:32ŸJon 8:41; 1Cor 7:36 (betrothed); 1Cor 

7:1-2 (ñporneiaò applied to them) 
Godôs Betrothal to His People: Mat 25:10; 26:27; 2Co 11:2; etc. 
ñBetrothal sinò of Fornication Clearly Distinguished from Adultery: Hos 4:13-14; Mat 19:10; 15:19, 

Mar 7:21; Gal 5:19; etc. 
 

Marriage Is Permanent  
Mal 2:13-16; Mat 19:5-6; Mk 10:7; Rom 7:2; 1Cor 7:39; Eph 5:31; Isa 22:22 
 

Marriage Applies to Everyone  



1 Gen 4:16-17 6 1King 16:30-.31; 
21:5, 7, 25 

2 Gen 4:19  7 Dan 6:24 

3 Gen 12:18-19 8 Mat. 14:1-4 

4 Gen 20 9 Mat.27:19 

5 *Gen. 39:9 10  Lk. 17:27 

 

Return to the first  
Mosaic Law: Dut 24:1-4 Ÿ Revocation: Mat 5:31-32; 19: 8-9a; Jer 3:1-22; Mal 2:14 
Put Away Forbidden Wives: Mal 2:11c > Mal 2:14 > Ezr 10:3-44 
Return: Jer 3:1-22; Hos 2:7-8; David and Christ's Return: [Ps 51:16-17; Heb 10:5-9; 1Sam 21:3-6; 

Mat 12:1-8; Jn 5:18] Ÿ 1Sam 18:20-27; 25:44 Ÿ 2Sam 6:16-23; Jer 3:1-22; Mal 2:11, 14, 16 
 

More  
The First Marriage: Gen 2:23-24; Mat 19:5-6/ Mk 10:7; Eph 5:31 
What is falsely called ñPauline Exceptionò: 1Cor 7:12 & 15 But Ÿ *Vs.10-11 & 39*. The word 

ñŭŮŭɞɡɚɤŰŬɘò (in 1Cor 7:12) never used for marriage even once in whole Bible: Acts 7:6; Rom. 6:18, 

22; 1Co. 7:15; 9:19; Gal. 4:3; Tit. 2:3; 2Pe. 2:19; ñŭŮŭŮŰŬɘò (1Cor 7:39) is the Bible word for being 

ñbound in marriage,ò as it is also used in Rom 7:2. 
 
For More Info on Divorce and Remarriage, and other Bible questions: 

www.TrueConnection.org ǒ Josiahs@trueconnection.org  

 

If these things seem too controversial, please read my entire stance: Divorce and Remarriage, 

Josiahs Scott 

 

Also See: Summary of Distinctive Beliefs; Disclaimer; [Back to Contents] 

 

Summaries 
 

Summary of Very Basic Beliefs 
 

I do not write about these Very Basic Beliefs because I need them written out, nor because I 

assume you need them written out from me, but because some people appreciate and need them 

written out for all clarity and confirmation. 

 

I do believe all of the basic things pertaining to following Jesus, without which no one will even 

properly get away with pretending to be a christian. I believe in the following:  

There is only one God eternally existent, expressed in (what we call) the Trinity as The Father, 

The Son, and The Holy Spirit;  

Jesus Christ is God and Lord of all, and came in the flesh to die for our sins and rose again the 

third day; 

Jesus is the ONLY way to Heaven, and is accessed by us through repentance and faith in His 

name; 
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Everyone is born inherently sinful, and everyone themselves has personally sinned, and so all 

need Jesus' mercy and salvation; 

The Bible is the perfect written Word of God, and is given to us as the final rule of faith and 

practice; 

There will be a resurrection and Judgment of the righteous unto eternal life and inexpressible joy, 

and the unrighteous unto eternal death and inexpressible torment. 

 

If it makes any difference, I do believe everything acknowledged (or rather, ñsummarizedò) in 

the Nicene Creed, and its (early) official clarifications. 

 

These are by no means the only things that are important, nor do they actually qualify a person 

for Heaven as a Christian by acknowledging them (especially today), but they do eliminate to 

some degree, those basic errors by which people are known by all to be heretics. Yes, we should 

be aware that even the devil acknowledges these things (Mat 8:28-29; Jas 2:19). But we must 

rather specifically hope to do so by faith and obedience. 

 

Also See: Trinity; Scripture; [Back to Contents] 

 

Summary of Distinctive Beliefs 
 

Though I believe in the following unpopular Truths, I do not expect them upon others to believe 

as well. Neither do I presume that you are not saved if you do not believe all of the following 

things. I do hope that you will believe along with me, but that is not why I write these things. But 

rather, so that you may know upfront the distinctives that I teach all people (as much as it is 

beneficial: Act 20:20), I give them to you here. I plead with you to ask me of any concerns or 

questions that may arise, rather than shrugging them off in misunderstanding. It is a difficult 

thing both to accurately write and to accurately read such a brief summary of such complex 

issues. 

 

Without sticking my head in the sand, I do acknowledge that most of what we see as the visible 

Westernized church is lost and dead in trespasses and sins. (See Eph 2:1, & 3 Reforms) 

 

I uphold and fully support and defend premarital purity, and the True celibacy of the heart, by 

not participating in such things as kissing, holding hands, or indulging in any other form of 

premarital romance until marriage (See 

www.trueconnection.org/BibleStudies/NoDatingScriptures.pdf).  

 

In the same way I also believe the Biblical teaching on divorce and remarriage, as declared by 

Jesus and His Apostles, that marriage is a covenant for life, and those who divorce and remarry 

are committing adultery for as long as they will continue in such an unscriptural union, and will 

perish forever if they die in such a state. 

Please see Divorce And Remarriage (above). 

 

I am ñdangerouslyò extreme in believing in total 100% predestination. 

I am ñdangerouslyò extreme in believing in total 100% freewill. (compare Eternal Security) 
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